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Author’s Notes
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGN ITEMS

Presidential political campaign items have been in use since the early 1800's.
The early items include metal tokens, clothing buttons, cloth flags, and snuff
boxes. Also china plates, walking canes, paper lanterns and drinking glasses
were just a few of the more common items introduced into these early
campaigns.

Beginning with the 1856 presidential campaigns and the advent of the
advancement in photography, ferrotype and cardboard photos, both
attached to metal pin backs with the images of the candidates were
introduced into widespread use. These were used in all national presidential
campaigns until 1896 with the introduction of the modern day celluloid
campaign button.

Abraham Lincoln & Hannibal Hamlin
1860 President & VP ferrotype - Republican Party

Note that all of the above items described were used only in presidential
campaigns. Lesser offices such as governor, US Congress, mayor, etc. did not
see any use of this type material. The first use of material to promote lower
offices were paper ballots beginning around 1840. Paper ballots were usually
issued by the party listing a slate of candidates on inexpensive paper for the
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voter to take with them to the voting booth and deposit therein casting their
vote. These were in wide distribution for presidential campaigns as early as
1824 and in some instances in later years would include governor, lieutenant
governor and various other offices. As time went on paper ballots were
produced for a slate of candidates by the party in individual states during
non-presidential years.

Around this same period broadsides were introduced in the campaigns.
These were the early forms of what later would become the campaign
poster. These early broadsides were usually printed on newsprint or very
inexpensive paper. They were widely distributed as the cost was minimal
and pasted on the sides of buildings, nailed to trees, and generally placed
wherever they could draw the attention of the voting public to the
candidate.

Natioual Union Republican

Rutherford B. Hayes & Ulysses S. Grant &
William A. Wheeler Schuler Colfax
1876 President & VP 1868 President & VP
Mass. paper ballot - Mass. paper ballot —
Republican Party Republican Party



For the period from 1840 till 1895 one of the
most popular forms of campaign items was
the political ribbon. The early ribbons were
produced for presidential campaigns but
beginning around 1860 these ribbons could
also include candidates running for governor
on the same ribbon that promoted the
presidential and vice presidential nominees of ST S

a given party. Ribbons also began appearing MILLARD FILLMORE.
promoting only the gubernatorial candidate
and in some instances the lieutenant
governor. These early textiles could be very
plain or in many instances include images of
the candidate along with patriotic symbols of
the country, political party and various other
graphics from their state or region.

The first ribbons were almost all silk and

W eve e

printed in black and white. As time went on FOR VICE-PRESIDENT
color was introduced in not only the wording ANDREW J. DONELSON.
and graphics but the ribbons themselves i B 2 i e B fors

e B an Gl seillracmt o we.  Pe

Soew oaly

were produced in a variety of colors. Again ey TR T
with the advent of the campaign button in

1895 ribbons began seeing their decline. By

the 1920's very few campaign ribbons were

being produced.

Millard Fillmore & Andrew Donelson
1856 President & VP silk ribbon —
American (Know-Nothing) Party



Beginning in 1900 a new form of campaign item was introduced to the
voting public: the political postcard. Postcards had been in use in America as
early as 1873 but became very popular in 1898. Until that year the Federal
Post Office was the only establishment allowed to print postcards. Once this
restriction was lifted a huge outpouring of commercial postcards flooded the
market. Postcards became the main form of communication between the
masses as the telephone was in its infancy and just beginning to have
widespread use.

William Jennings Bryan & John Kern
1908 President & VP postcard - Democratic Party

This postcard craze continued until after World War | but resulted in the
largest output of political postcards and has not been duplicated since. The
presidential political campaigns of 1900 through 1916 are the Golden Age
for postcard production. Postcards promoting candidates of lower offices did
not start to appear until around 1908. Even today most candidates running
for president, governor or US Senate produce postcards and still use them as
a campaign tool to reach prospective voters.
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The modern day celluloid campaign button had its origins in the 1895
gubernatorial campaigns of Ohio, New Jersey, lowa, Kentucky, Maryland and
Massachusetts. These celluloid buttons were produced by Whitehead &
Hoag Co of Newark, New Jersey which went on to become the predominant
manufacturer of campaign buttons during this early era. The following year,
1896, was a presidential campaign year which witnessed the introduction of
celluloid buttons in the campaigns of Republican William McKinley and
Democrat William Jennings Bryan. Due to the inexpensive cost to produce
these buttons great quantities were manufactured and introduced during
this campaign.

By 1920 a new even more inexpensive style of button was introduced; the
lithograph tin button. These buttons are stamped and shaped by a die from
one large sheet of tin reflecting multiple copies of the same image. In
essence it is paint applied to tin with no covering. Due to this process the
paint is quite susceptible to scratching in shipping or handling and cannot
sustain wear as easily as celluloid buttons. Also due to the production
requirements a minimal order of 10,000 buttons is required therein limiting
the number of orders placed by this process. Thus the celluloid button of
1895 is still the most popular type in use some 100 plus years later after
their introduction.

Alton B. Parker & Eugene Debs & i
Henry G. Davis Emil Seidel {g%mgrg:;;t:;t
1904 President & VP 1912 President & celluloid button —
celluloid button — VP celluloid button — Democratic Part
Democratic Party Socialist Party Y
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BROADSIDES

American broadsides were prolific in the 18th and 19th centuries. Printed
from single sheets of various sized paper, “broadsides” are what we call
today a “poster”. Intense, visually interesting, or designed with clever
graphics, broadsides were an important public means of spreading news,
and information, within a community.

American broadsides fall under the broader category of ephemera -- printed
items created and intended only for temporary, fleeting use. These
ephemeral artifacts documented the beliefs, activities, and concerns of a
very specific time and place in American history. And then -- more often
than not -- they get thrown into the garbage. Their purpose has been served.

American broadsides presented diverse subjects. They could be printed to
broadcast a political manifesto, a religious sermon, a military declaration,
the news of a great battle, or a Presidential proclamation.

A broadside might advertise a newly-arrived shipment of goods. Urban
dwellers could learn of a new production for a play or find out Barnum’s
circus was coming in the Fall. Merchants and inventors used broadsides to
shell their wares, or to attract investors. Printed cheaply and quickly,
broadsides were in the reach of various social class structures in America.

The 18th and 19th century American broadside served as a public notice and
announcement.

Nailed up at courthouses, public taverns, and post offices, American
broadsides were also hung up in shop windows or handed out in the streets
(hence the term handbill). Medical quarantine notices plastered on a wall
served as public warnings.

Printed on one side of a sheet of paper, American broadsides attracted
attention by being large in size and by using large printing type and/or



illustrations. In the 18th century, they were often crude affairs, perhaps
illustrated with a simple cut with haphazard letterpress printing.

Printing technologies improved, especially in the second half of the 19th
century. The broadside became larger still, more poster-like, and were often
printed in color by lithography.

The historical American broadside conveyed its content by means of the
printed word. A healthy number of broadsides have been fortunate to
survive the passage of time.

Graphically, as visual Americana, American broadsides are emblematic of
their times. Consider the plain printing of John Dunlap’s 1776 broadside first
printing of the Declaration of Independence, or the “wanted poster” for the
conspirators who murdered Abraham Lincoln, or Uncle Sam’s | Want You
poster. All three of these broadsides are iconic and significant to American
history and culture.



GEORGE. CLINTON KY<l-AlNA CEORCE CLINTON AFRIL 28,
17779, 80u, "85,

1785 ~ BROADSIDE XY
Yhe, TN, TN,
180w

COVERNOR - PRO CLINTOX

COLLECTTION OF TWE ALRAXY
INSTITUTE OF NISTORY &
AKT = CR78-10.22

10



CEORGCE CLINTOX FEBRUARY 19, NY<2aAlHA COLLECTION OF THE ALBANY
1789 BROADSIDE - XY COVERNOX ELECTION INSTITUTE OF WISTORY & ART
PBOOOS
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GEORGE CLINTON APRIL 7, 1801 NROADSIDE N¥-J-ALNA © COLLECTION OF THE ALSANY
NY COVERNOR ELECTION = PAO CLINTON INSTITUTE OF HISTORY &
ART - GR78~10,35
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GEORCE CLINTON
1801 BROADSIDE
(UNXDATED) NY COVERNOR
ANTL CLISTON

COLLECTION OF THE
ALBANY INSTITUTE OF
RISTORY & AXT
CR78~10.2%
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GEORCE CL1 COLLECTION OF
AFPRIL 7, 1789 THE ALBAXY
IR0ADSIDE INSTITUTE OF
RO CLINTON HISTORY & ART

GR78-10.19

NY=5-A18A
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Joms JAY NY=T-AIEA JOHN JAY APRIL 13,1795 SROADSIDE XY GOV
1I77CE, "92CE, "9, "hew COLLECTION OF THE ALSANY INSTITVUTE OF
HISTORY & AKT - FB0OL9
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ROSERT YATES APRIL 28,1749 BROADSIDE XY GOV
COLLECTION OF THE ALBAXY INSTITUTE OF NISTORY
& ART - GRT&-10,25



ROBERT LIVINGSTON p— ROBEKT LIVINGSTON 1795 SADADSIDE XY GOVERNOR
1798CE COLLECTION OF THE ALEANY INSTITUTE OF MISTORY
& AXT - GR78-10,3%
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STEFREN VAN REXSSELALR NY=10-AINA STEPREX VAN REXSSELALR MARCH 1813 BROADSIDE
18010E. " 13CE COLLECTION OF THE ALBANY INSTITUTE OF MISTORY
& AXT = CR78=10.230
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DE VITT CLINTON NY-11-A1IA DE VITT CLINTON FERRE X
SROADSIDE Nt COVERWOR ELECTION

1817W, "20W, " 24, " 26N
COLLECTION OF THE ALBANY INSTITUTE OF
WISTORY & AKT ~ PROO4S
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New York Governor Political Campaign Items

The images in this reference are chronological by campaign date beginning
with the George Clinton paper broadside of 1789 through the Charles J.
“Joe” Hynes campaign of 1998. All items are numbered and are shown as
well with their descriptions in the alphabetical index at the end of the book.
The index reflects the candidate’s last name, first name, party affiliation,
year of election, as well as the election result. W = won, GE = ran in general
election, P =ran in the primary, JP = ran in the jungle primary, H = hopeful,
and C = participated in the party convention.

New York is one of the most prolific states when it comes to political
campaign items. The New York governor reference features over 1,200
items.

Almost every type of campaign item is reflected in this reference. Ribbons,
buttons both celluloid and lithograph, postcards, card stock hangouts,
booklets, brochures, window stickers, poster, blotters, paper ballots,
flashers, bumper stickers, metal lapel pins, matchbooks, campaign
letterhead, palm cards, fans, stamps, etc.
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New York U.S. Senate Political Campaign Items

The images in this reference are chronological by campaign date beginning
with the William M. Evarts winning campaign of 1885 through the Hillary
Clinton winning campaign of 2006. All items are numbered and shown with
the descriptions in the alphabetical index at the end of the book. The index
reflects the candidates’ last name, first name, party affiliation, year of
elections, as well as the election result. W = won, GE = ran in general
election, P =ran in the primary, JP = ran in the jungle primary, H = hopeful,
and SE = ran in special election.

United States Senators prior to the 17th Amendment to the Constitution of
1912 were elected by state legislators. In most states it took passage by both
the House and Senate to elect a U.S. Senator. The 17th Amendment was
ratified in 1913 and changed this method to provide for popular elections by
the people. Thus U.S. Senators would be elected in the same manner as the
U.S. Congress has been since 1789.

New York’s first U.S. Senate campaign by popular election was in 1914.
Republican James W. Wadsworth, Jr. won over Democrat James W. Gerard.
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