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Ronnie Lapinsky Memorial Issue

This issue is dedicated to the memory of Ronnie Lapinsky, who founded the Woman Suffrage Chapter of APIC in 1994.
Over the years, she promoted not only the chapter but also the cause of suffrage and ERA memorabilia. She, along with
Chris Hearn and Germaine Broussard, served as editor of The Clarion, developing it into one of the finest chapter news-
letters in the hobby. Bob Fratkin, who probably knew her best, has written a fine tribute to her in this issue. But I
would like to also add a few of my own memories. Ronnie was famous for coming to APIC shows armed with her set
of color Xeroxes of her collection. I doubt that anyone ever got tired of seeing pictures of the many unique pieces that
she had obtained over the years. When I first started collecting suffrage myself, I got in touch with Ronnie about buy-
ing her duplicates. We quickly agreed upon a price, but Ronnie had a hard time letting the items go, because, in her
words, “these are my babies!” Ronnie, we all will miss you!

Editor’s Note

This, and future issues of The Clarion, will follow essentially the same format established by Ronnie, Chris, and Ger-
maine. They will be sent to all of you via email, so there will not be a need for chapter dues. There won’t be any hard-
copies of The Clarion available, so if you would like to keep our newsletters for your records, please download and
print them. We will only be publishing two issues this year, but I hope in 2021 to set up a schedule of four issues per
year for winter, spring, summer and fall. This current issue is an expanded one because we do have a lot to cover, espe-
cially with the focus on suffrage at the upcoming APIC Convention. The next issue, among other topics, will feature the
memorabilia from the Woman Suffrage Party of New York City and the issue following will discuss and picture suf-
frage postcards, an area that has become of increasing interest of late. But all future issues, whatever the main topic, will
contain articles on a variety of subjects. Needless to say, we would appreciate your help. Many of you have articles
that you have stored away. We would love to have them. We would love to have pictures of interesting items that you
have acquired; we would love to have news of upcoming events, exhibitions, etc; and we encourage scholars and histo-
rians to contribute stories that, if they do not deal directly with memorabilia, nevertheless provide a context for these
objects of “visual rhetoric.” Even if you don’t submit an article yourself, you might drop us a line and tell us what you
would like to see appear here. You can always get in touch at florey@snet.net. See you all at the APIC Convention in
August! Also, please check out our Facebook blog, administered by Germaine Broussard at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/229690651502240/ If you would like to join, contact Germaine, Bob Fratkin, or me.

USPS To Issue a Stamp Honoring the 100" Anniversary of Suffrage

the official colors of Alice Paul’s Na-
tional Woman’s Party — purple, white
and gold. Art director Ethel Kessler de-
signed the stamp with original art by
Nancy Stahl. I had hoped for a ten
stamp series, a number that the Post Of-
fice has issued for other topics, but, alas,
this was not to be.

Later this year, the U.S. Postal Service
will commemorate the centennial of
the ratification of the 19th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution, which
guarantees women the right to vote.
The stamp will feature a stylized illus-
tration of suffragists marching in a
parade carrying banners that reflect

WOMEN VOTE
19th AMENDMENT
POREVER USA
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In Memoriam—Ronnie Kay Lapinsky Sax

By Robert Fratkin

Ronnie Kay Lapinsky Sax was a unique woman.

Some months after we met at Shearson in downtown DC in 1978, we became business partners. As we worked close-
ly together, Ronnie became interested in my hobby. At the time, I was APIC President, and perforce she was drawn in
to the world of political collecting, even though she had little interest in American history before. Early on, I chal-
lenged her to learn all the presidents in order. A month later, she was speeding on the New Jersey turnpike and was
pulled over by a Trooper. He said he had been following her (in an obvious police vehicle) for several miles and he
was surprised that she hadn't slowed down. He asked her what she was thinking about, and she said she was practic-
ing naming the presidents in order. As Ronnie told it, this was probably the first time anyone had ever used that ex-
cuse. He said that if she could do it, he wouldn't give her a ticket. She did, and he waved her on. I always wondered if
he would have known if she had made a mistake.

Some months later, Joe Levine and I went to look at a collection for the widow of an APIC member. Ronnie came
with us to take notes. In a cabinet containing his smalls, one of the drawers contained suffrage items, which at the
time were inexpensive (hard to believe in today's market). As we evaluated each drawer, one drawer was devoted to
suffrage items, and Ronnie was fascinated. Joe bought the collection and gave Ronnie the contents of the drawer for
her help. Iremember that there were some buttons and a dozen copies of the 1915 NY Suffrage Convention rib-

bon. This was the starting point of what became a world-class collection. Ronnie loved her collection and loved shar-
ing her excitement with others. The light in her eyes when she met other suffrage collectors was infectious. She start-
ed the WSAPIC to share her love of the items and their history. For those lucky enough to be on her mailing list, we
regularly received emails from Ronnie with pictures and news about newly discovered suffrage items and other VFW
news.

We went to antique shows together in the DC area, and [ remember her joy at finding a new item. One in particular I
remember was a large 8" long rubber stamp with strong block lettering, Votes For Women. I remember when she got
her tin bird and she received her first Belva Lockwood rebus ribbon as a birthday present in 1981.

What made Ronnie's collection different was its depth. She also had posters, post cards and hand sewn cloth pieces,
paper items, a lot of everything. Her collection of early women candidate buttons, ribbons, badges, etc. developed
alongside the direct suffrage items, would, for anyone else, have been a great collection by itself.

She was also generous over the years in lending parts of her collection to museums, libraries and historic homes, and
took pleasure in her speeches and power point presentations to women's groups and other organizations.

It is hard to measure the value that Ronnie added to APIC, the Woman's Suffrage chapter and all of us who had the
opportunity to know her. She will be sorely missed.
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Tennessee Suffrage Memorabilia and the Nashville Convention

The theme of the APIC National Convention, which will be held in Nashville Tennessee from August 10-16 at the Sher-
aton Music City Hotel, is woman suffrage. Here is a list of events that might be of especial interest to chapter members:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Keynote Address by Dr. Carol Bucy, the Davidson County Historian and Professor of Tennessee History at Vol
State Community College, whose presentation on the dramatic struggle over the ratification of the 19th Amendment
will take place at 7:00 on Wednesday, August 12th at the McGavock Ballroom of the Hotel.

Suffrage Seminar on Thursday, August 13, at 9:00 at the McGavock Ballroom, featuring Jessica Turk, Mary
Makley and Beth Curley, who produced and put together a wonderful documentary entitled “By One Vote: Woman
Suffrage in the South” for Nashville Public Television that features many images of suffrage memorabilia. If you
wish to see this hour-long program in its entirety now, click on https://www.wnpt.org/citizenship-project/woman-
suffrage/

Suffrage Chapter Meeting on Thursday August 13 at 1:00 in the Cheekwood and Belmont Rooms of the Hotel.
Presentation on the significance of suffrage colors and dating memorabilia by the stars. Business meeting will in-
clude the election of a President and a Board of Directors as well as hearing from you about your ideas for the
growth of the Chapter.

Exhibits Opening Ceremonies on Thursday, August 13 from 5-6 in the Belle Meade Room. There will be a suf-
frage exhibit on display.

Tennessee Suffrage Memorabilia

Despite the significance of its being the final state needed to ratify the 19th Amendment to the Constitution, Tennessee
suffragists, like their counterparts throughout the South, produced very little in the way of suffrage memorabilia. In
addition to the program that graces our front cover, here are a few more examples:

STATE OF TENNESSEE, KNOX COUNTY

Knox County.......crZZz7 A
Z(;/wx gou):zg Y o o Vo’; Although Tennessee women were not allowed to
CLvi e CL s S e s g: . . . . .
_____________ Codr e at G ___‘___.___19[;_ vote for President until the 1920 election, this regis-

His Registration No. 1s:_f/Q color] | 2005 ngE)=A0): Vocanon\%&éé/‘z’//kzk/ tration receipt for Mrs. J. W. Pollard is dated August

4 Ward -------- {ff-: Dist-?-r ----- il 18,1919, indicating that Tennessee women, never-
theless, had some voting rights in at least portions of
.................................... the state prior to that milestone.
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The Federal Suffrage Amendment

WILL NEVER BE RAT":IED Some anti-suffragists did not accept defeat gracefully. This cardboard

F THE PEOPLE OF TENNESSEE poster shows that there was an attempt to nullify ratification on Constitu-

GUARD THEIR RIGHTS tional grounds.

The Suser Fi. Avthony Federal Suffraze Amenduent has NOT boen ratified. The Teencssee Constitu-
tion PRL\HILH:. ratification of ANY Foderal Amendmuent until ibe PEOPLE ELECT & NEW Logistatare.
ANY GOOD LAWYER who lies ever haard of the Haire vs. Rice Case, 204 United States Y’wo'u KNOWS
that ibe nttemptod and ro-called ratification by an illogel erd insufficient PART of tha prasent
Legisiaturs (lass than o Jege! quorum) was NULL AND VOID, ILLEGAL AND UNCCH ! 1A

NOBODY bot the United States Supreme Court has a ri say thet the Tennsssee Constitaticn is
in conflict with the United Slates Countituticn. 1t is NOT IN CONFLICT, acd CANNOT Lo in coaflict,
unless the UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT DECIDCS THAT IT IS.

GUY. JAMES M. COX, Dewocratic Candidete for Presideat, says: “Most lnwyers to whom I have
talked befieve tant it is not ir conflict. It is a very good provision that ought to be in every State Cen-
stitution.”

I£ it is NOT in conflict, then every attempt to EVADE and OVERRIDE the Constituticn of Tm
nosses is plain LAWEREAKING and VIOLATION of th.ir OATHS OF OFFICE by every officis] who sol-
enuoly swore, with Ged as a witness, to uphold the Conatitution of Tennessee.

Such men ought to be IMPEACHED, as well 23 ENJOINED.

A man who delibarately CONSPIRES with lobbyists to bresk the SUPREME LAW of the State of

Teamossce i fu the sume class with the BOOTLEGCER e the BOLSHEVIST. The PEOPLE must see When the National American Woman Suf_

e
to it thut OFFICIAL LAWBREAKERS ere declt with BY THE COURTS, just as any OTHER LAW-
BREAKERS.

oy LAWYERS s Temmu cicne b sy i1 0D it vho oo .| frage Association held its annual convention, 5
it often made an attempt to choose sites in [PROGRAM

DO YOUR BIT. ORGANIZE MASS MEET|NGS various parts of the country. In this way, they
Circulate Petitions, and we will UPHOLD | Roped to accommodate those who might have

b : . difficulty travelling too great a distance from
the Constitutional Rights of the People. their homes. This program, pictured on the

cover of this issue of The Clarion, is from the
November 11-17 Convention in Nashville.
The day sessions were held in Representative
Hall at the State Capitol and the evening mass
meetings at Ryman Auditorium. The sticker 5*T‘£’;§L;“§‘i‘&‘,23§ o
on the front was also distributed independent- R

ly from the program for those who wished to
affix it on envelopes home.

This ribbon was put out by the Tennessee Suffrage Association, founded by Anne
Dallas Dudley, who also served as its first President. It is at this point the only
known ribbon for this group in the hobby. Dudley, described as “a woman of ele-
gance and high standing,” ignored the constraints of her position to speak out on suf-
frage. She was the first woman in Tennessee to make an open-air speech, given after
she had led a march of 2,000 women from downtown Nashville to Central Park in
May 1914, the first suffrage parade in the South.
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Susan B. Anthony, Lily Dale, And Communicating With The Dead

Kenneth Florey

In southwestern New York State there is a hamlet called Lily Dale that is
located in the town of Pomfret on the east side of Cassadaga Lake. It was
incorporated in 1879 as the Cassadaga Lake Free Association to further the
cause of science, philosophy, and, most of all, spiritualism. Having under-
gone a name change to the City of Light in 1903 and then to the Lily Dale
Assembly in 1906, it still is in existence today with a population of approxi-
mately 275.

Each year it is host to about 22,000 visitors, who come to the hamlet in July
and August for its classes, workshops, demonstrations in communicating
with dead spirits, and private meetings with mediums. It is probably the
largest center of the Spiritualist Movement left in the United States as simi-
lar centers have experienced a serious decline in membership or have folded
altogether.

Always a community associated with Free Thought and Progressive ideas as
well as communication with dead spirits, it was heavily supportive of the
women’s rights movement. Marian Skidmore, one of its early leaders, was
an outspoken proponent of woman suffrage. At her invitation, Susan B. An-
thony often visited the community in the early 1890’s and spoke on behalf of
“Votes for Women.” S e
MEERS OF)

Lily Dale also had its own Woman Suffrage League as seen in the Real Pho-
to postcard that is pictured here.

But Anthony was not the only suffragist to be attracted by Lily Dale and its activities. The hamlet still hosts a Wom-
an’s Day each year, and at one time brought in such leaders of the movement as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Harriot Stan-
ton Blatch, founder of the Women’s Political Union, the feminist writer Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Anna Howard
Shaw, President of the National American Woman Suffrage Association, May Wright Sewall, Vice President-at-Large
of the International Council of Women, and Harriet May Mills, President of the New York Woman Suffrage Associa-
tion, whose pass to visit the community is shown below. Emma Beckwith, who ran for Mayor of Brooklyn in 1889
under the banner of the Equal Rights Party, is buried there.
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... Communicating With The Dead, cont’d.

It is not known whether Anthony ever really believed in the possibility of communication with the dead; probably she
didn’t, but she was clearly attracted to the community. In her account of her speech there on Woman’s Day in 1890, An-
thony gushed:

“People came from near and far. Fully 3,000 were assembled in that beautiful amphitheater with the yellow and the red,
white and blue...There hanging by itself was our national suffrage flag, ten by fourteen feet, with its regulation red and
white stripe, and in the center of its blue corner just one great golden star, Wyoming blazing out all alone . . . all in hon-
or of Woman’s Day and her coming freedom and equality....Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Skidmore are the center of things at
Lily Dale, and right royal are they in their hospitality as well as their love of liberty for all.”

Anthony returned to Lily Dale the following year along with Anna Howard Shaw and spoke to the attending crowd of
her experiences in Rochester a number of years earlier when she and 14 other women had attempted to vote. She was
fined $100 for her act, but she triumphantly pointed out to her Lily Dale audience that she never paid the penalty and
urged the women listening to her to keep on fighting, for “they would surely win.”

In 1893, Anthony was not able to attend the woman’s festival at Lily Dale, so her sister Mary took her place. When
queried by the Buffalo Courier about both her and her sister’s beliefs about communicating with the dead, Mary Antho-
ny replied: “I don’t know very much about spiritualism . . .Sister Susan had a slate writing communication [with a dead
spirit] while she was here last summer, which she thinks was truly marvelous. I presume there’s something in it, but I'm
not so much interested in spiritualism as in woman suffrage.” During the same interview, Susan B. Anthony’s friend, the
Methodist minister Anna Howard Shaw, indicated that she “had never investigated the spirit manifestations, but I see no
reason to disbelieve them.”

When Marian Skidmore, the woman who had first invited Anthony to Lily Dale, died, Anthony wrote to the local paper
about Skidmore’s belief in the spirit world:

“It seems impossible that dear Mrs. Skidmore has gone from our mortal sight forever. I loved her....And on Woman
Suffrage days—can it be possible that that noble, motherly woman will be no more there to preside over it? And yet,
when I think of the belief, or knowledge, as she would say, of so many of her dear friends that she is not gone, but with
them in a fuller sense than ever, I am led to exclaim, ‘Verily Spiritualists eat of bread the world knows not of*”".

It is known that Anthony late in life did sit through at least one meeting with a medium. When the Spiritualist indicated
that she was bringing through her aunt from the spirit world, Anthony, however, appeared unimpressed: “I didn’t like
her when she was alive, and I don’t want to hear from her now. Why don’t you bring someone interesting like Elizabeth
Cady?”

During her early years in the suffrage movement, Anthony had insecurities about her oratorical skills and wished that
she had the easy eloquence of a trance speaker: “Oh, dear, dear! If the spirits would only just make me a trance medium
and put the right thing in my mouth,” she wrote to Elizabeth Cady Stanton, “You can’t think how earnestly I have
prayed to be made a speaking medium for a whole week. If they would only come to me thus, I’d give them a hearty
welcome.”

Anthony and other suffragists were generally progressive in their ideas, endorsing not only equal rights for women obvi-
ously, but also abolition, and, in some cases, Temperance (a Progressive idea at the time). Even those activist women
who were not necessarily believers in Spiritualism and communicating with the dead were, nevertheless, apparently re-
ceptive to those who were. Hence, the bonding of suffrage leaders with the Spiritualist Association of Lily Dale.

Photographs do exist of Anthony with her Lily Dale friends. So far no programs or fliers announcing Anthony’s speech-
es that are known to collectors, only newspaper reports.
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Five “Lost” Pieces of Suffrage Memorabilia

Listed below are five items of fascinating suffrage memorabilia that either existed or were thought to have existed at
one time but for which no copies have surfaced today.

For Representative to Congress,

|
|
| ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.
|

1) Elizabeth Cady Stanton for Congress Election Ballot The two-inch square ballot shown above is pictured on
page 180 of Volume II of The History of Woman Suffrage, the monumental work initially edited by Susan B. Antho-
ny, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Matilda Joclyn Gage. In 1866, Stanton ran for Congress in the Eighth Congression-
al District of New York. She had concluded that while existing laws prohibited women from voting in this contest,
none precluded them from running. Thus she theoretically could have won an election in which she was not permit-
ted to vote for herself. The contest was won by James Brooks, a Democrat who received 13,816 Votes. Stanton
received 24, and regretted only that “she did not, before it became too late, procure the photographs of her two doz-
en unknown friends.” Of the ballots issued for her campaign, one ended up in the hands of Theodore Tilton, primar-
ily known for his suit against Henry Ward Beecher for having had an affair with his wife. His copy may not be ex-
tant today. No others have surfaced in auction and an original copy may forever be lost.

2) Victoria Woodhull for President Bonds When Victoria Woodhull ran for President in 1872, the first woman ever
to have formally sought that office, she planned to finance the campaign by issuing a set of bonds, presumably to be
redeemed by the National Treasury after she had “won” the election. The above vignette, from the June 6, 1872 is-
sue of the satirical paper Wild Oats, shows a bunch of attendees at her nominating convention at Apollo Hall rushing
to subscribe “to them bunds.” Whether or not those subscribers actually received a printed bond for their payment is
unknown, but it is fun to speculate that such bonds still exist. If so, they would be worth many times more than their
initial face value.
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... Five Lost Pieces, cont’d.

| ‘ §\WFRAGE STOVE =5 The Federal Suffrage Amendment
Q\\‘e\\% : /’04@ ¢ Federal Suffrage Ame
2 o 7| | WL NEVER BE RATIFIED

IF THE PEOPLE OF TENNESSEE

GUARD THEIR RIGHTS

DO YOUR BIT, ORGANIZE MASS MEETINGS,
Circulate Peitions, and we will UPHOLD
the Constitutional Rights of the People.

3) Bottles of Woman Suffrage Stove Polish Pictured above are the front and back of a trade or advertising card for a
product called, curiously enough, “Woman’s Suffrage Stove Polish.” Advertising cards were a very popular collecti-
ble in the 1880’s and were distributed free to the public by various manufacturers and storekeepers. There are at
least six varieties known of a card for this polish, and they are common enough, selling for about $15-20 in good
condition. Despite the ubiquity of this advertising, which should suggest the popularity of the product at the time, no
examples of the polish have turned up today. If one were to be found, it obviously would be highly collectible.

)
'-/%//ﬂ/ o /// ! )
e (

«
P T j\_ " § : i ’
Y - o, a A A =
Jen /r/y, Wtrrney. hen It e sl S-}/ g Her / A
D E A ik i
Wsisfbrogpte dONC M (4//// ! 74
: s o ¢ i

4) Belva Lockwood Improvement Syndicate Tonic Although sympathetic to the Temperance movement, Belva
Lockwood, as was the case with many women of her day, used nerve tonic, even knowing that many contained alco-
hol. Like Clara Barton, she endorsed Dr. Greene’s Nervura, despite its 17% alcohol content. In 1886, probably in
an attempt to capitalize on her fame, she formed the Lockwood Improvement Syndicate, whose purpose was to pro-
mote Homeopathic Medicines. Partnering with Washington, D. C. homeopathic doctor E. B. Rankin, she planned to
sell a variety of home medicines that he had prepared. Attempting to finance the company through the sale of stock,
she had drawn up the certificate pictured above. At least two copies of this certificate are known. However, none of
the remedies, if the company even went into production, have ever turned up. Still, one hopes to someday find a bot-
tle of health tonic containing a label with Lockwood’s picture on it.
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... Five Lost Pieces, cont’d.

SUFFRAGE GAME

A new Suffrage game, ‘“‘The
Jigsaw Puzzle,” is on sale at Con
gressional Union Headquarters. The
game is an excellent means of inter
esting children in Suffrage. 'The
price is 30 cents. Send orders to
s John Jay White, 1420 F
Street N. W., Washington, D. C.

5) Woman Suffrage Jigsaw Puzzle In the December 13, 1913 issue of The Suffragist, published by Alice Paul’s Con-
gressional Union, an ad appeared for “The Jigsaw Puzzle,” a “new suffrage game,” available at the Union’s head-
quarters, presumably in time for Christmas. The puzzle was designed to provide “an excellent means of interesting
children in suffrage,” and it sold for 30 cents. Even though the ad ran in several subsequent issues of the paper, no
copy of the puzzle, to the best of my knowledge, has ever turned up. In a recent conversation that I had with the
former president of the Jigsaw Puzzle Collectors Organization, she indicated that not only had she not seen the game
in question, she had never before even heard of it. Still, with the repetitive advertising in The Suffragist, it would
appear entirely possible that one day a copy of this puzzle will turn up and it will no longer appear in this category
of “Lost Suffrage Memorabilia.”

Four Non-Suffrage Buttons

There are instances where buttons with dubious suffrage allusions are included in otherwise noteworthy collections
simply because a collector, without supporting evidence, thinks that the item in question “might be a suffrage piece.”
The problem is that these buttons, even though their suffrage connections are extremely suspect, achieve a semi-
imprimatur merely because they have appeared in at least one suffrage collection. As a result, they often go on to obtain
some rather highly undeserved auction prices.

Over the years the following four pins have drawn such attention as possible suffrage items. Recent research, however,
has shown conclusively that they are not.

This button with its image of three women with their encircled portraits first drew
notice when it appeared in the wonderful collection of the late Frank Corbeil; it
was considered for a time to be one of the top suffrage items available. An attempt
was made to identify at least one of the three women, with one collector speculat-
ing Anna Howard Shaw and another Carrie Chapman Catt, but these identifications
were problematic at best. Several years ago, The Clarion ran a small piece ques-
tioning the button as suffrage related, and knowledgeable collectors began distanc-
ing themselves from it ever since. Apart from memorial pieces to such notables as
Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, suffragists seldom issued portrait
buttons of their leaders, perhaps unwilling to develop a “cult of leadership” that
took precedence over the issues that they supported. Moreover, the background of
blue on this button is not the official color of any known suffrage group.
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... Four Non-Suffrage Buttons, cont’d.

I did ask Frank about it years ago, and he said that he had no evidence at all that this pin was suffrage related. He includ-
ed it in his collection only because it had three women pictured on it. Frank obtained much of his collection years ago
from a New Jersey antique dealer who sold him on approval for 25 and 50 cents each various cause buttons, including
suffrage, temperance, and GAR Women’s Auxiliary items

Ted Hake in his March 2020 auction identified these women as follows: “Lulu A. Ramsey, Lillian Hollister and Emma
E. Bower are pictured on this trigate button. All members of the Women's Christian Temperance Union WCTU, Ladies
Of The Maccebees (LOTM) and all promoters of women's suffrage.” While each of these women may have worked to
promote suffrage, their efforts were not significant enough to be mentioned in the exhaustive six-volume History of
Woman Suffrage, originally conceived of and partially edited by Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Thus it
is likely that this button was never intended as a suffrage piece and is LOTM or WCTU related instead.

PROSPECTUS OF |

Che Forward
Mining
Development

Co.
TG R, PRV, oG,

|
| GOLDFIELD

BULLFROG
NEVADA

The colorful button that is pictured above with the wording “Forward” and “Denver” has had its share of defenders over
the years. It has realized a price as high as $1,000 in auction. The primary evidence, though, for labeling it as suffrage
related appears to be the fact that the design includes an allegorical woman, and several suffrage badges do depict alle-
gorical women. But so do non-suffrage buttons. Furthermore, this button cannot possibly be promoting suffrage because
the first patent for the manufacture of celluloid buttons was issued in 1894, and the production of celluloid buttons did
not occur in large numbers until the election of 1896. Colorado awarded women total voting rights in 1893, a full year
prior to the manufacture of celluloids. Finally, someone recently uncovered a brochure, pictured here, for the Forward
Mining and Development Corporation of Denver, that contains the above design as a logo for the company. This is defi-
nitely an advertising pin and not a suffrage cause item.
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... Four Non-Suffrage Buttons, cont’d.

The phrase “Ballot Battalion”
printed on the pin pictured
above conjures up an image of
hundreds or perhaps thou-
sands of women marching
forth to cast their votes. It
comes in both tin and celluloid
varieties. A recent discussion
about this pin on Facebook
from John Olsen, John Vargo,
and David Holcomb indicates
that this is not a suffrage pin at

ALLOT

ATTALION

TASK FOR VOTE GROUP|

E”nno\ MLL CENTER AT-
TENTION ON SPECIAL LISTING.

Nonregistered Voters Are Belng|
Urged to Register Monday,
Tuesday and Wednes.
day Nights

Centering attention of Kansas
Citians, who are not registered, |
on the special school house reg
{stration Monday, Tuesday anriy
Wednesday nights is the imme-
diate task of the Ballot Rﬂl
talion, Jo Zach Miller III rhmr
man, said yesterday

Miller met with members afl
the executive commitiee of the
Ballot Battalion at the Chamber
of Commerce offices

To Vice-President Post,

Ivan Cox, representing the
Kiwanis club, was chosen a|
vice.chairman of the committes
and a member of the executive
rommittee, to succeed Dorman
H. O'Leary, who had asked to
be rr)lr-\rd of the post

The Ka.

| sent out to 150 indus
| asking they include information|

cernmomen are
\1r‘ c T‘AUI l.mvhrn and John
opp, executive secretary of
Iahnr< Educational and Politi-
cal club, A. F. L
G. Richard Challinor
tive secretary of the battalion,|
reported that letters had been

pXOCY.

trial firms|

on registration and voting in
emplovee publications

Challinor said spot announce-.
ments on radio stations were be.|
ing requested to remind ecitizens|
of the special registration next
week

At Seventy-two Locations,

Registration bonths will bhe
open from 5 o'clock until 4
Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day nights in seventy-two loca
tions, most of them elementary
schoals x

Blue Ballot Battalion buttons

are being furnished the election!
board so each person who reg
isters on the three nights car

he supplied a button to show he
has registered

A Sept. b, 19

all and is not even from the period. It was distributed in 1952 by a Kansas group called the “Ballot Battahon as part
of a get-out-the-vote drive. Dave uncovered the newspaper article pictured above that references the button in its last

paragraph.

This pin, manufactured by Bastian Brothers of New York, has
at times been sold as a Woman Suffrage item. It is not. It was
distributed on March 16, 1920 by the National Press Commit-
tee at an organizational meeting of the D.C. Suffrage League
to obtain the ballot for residents of Washington. In attendance
were such luminaries as Champ Clark and Samuel Gompers.
The League, with the backing of many members of Congress,
was formed to address the lack of general suffrage in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, whose residents, male or female, have al-
ways faced restrictions. The Constitution guarantees to each
state voting rights in both houses of Congress. However, the
District of Columbia is a special Federal District, not a state,
and, therefore, its residents are denied those rights. The 23rd
amendment to the Constitution, passed in 1961, did give them
the right to vote for President, and the District does have a
delegate to the House of Representatives, who, however, is not

allowed to vote on the House floor. Residents have no representation at all in the Senate. Full voting rights for D. C.
citizens has always been an on-going issue, and there is at least one other lapel item that promotes this cause. Thanks

to John Olsen for his help on this one!

Not all suffrage buttons are overtly suffrage in wording and design, but most are. It is incumbent upon those collectors
who come across a badge that they believe “might be suffrage” to provide evidence prior to promoting it. Otherwise suf-
frage history becomes distorted, even in a minor way, and other unwary collectors are induced to spending large sums

for spurious items.
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WSAPIC Facebook Page
As I indicated in the “Editor’s Note” section of this newsletter, Bob Fratkin and Germaine Broussard have collaborated
to create a WSAPIC page for Facebook. This can be accessed at https://www.facebook.com/groups/229690651502240/
Just as The Clarion was about to go to press, they have announced an expansion of their original project, which they

have described below. On behalf of everyone interested in woman suffrage and woman’s memorabilia in general, |
would like to thank them for their wonderful efforts. Please check these pages out.

“There are three separate pages available. This first page will be limited to the Suffrage movement (Votes for Women),
other women’s issues and candidates, from Seneca Falls to 1970. Page 2 is designed to show Roe v Wade, ERA, Title
IX and other woman-related issues and candidates since 1970. Page 3 is for Brummagem (reproductions, fantasy pieces,
and fakes) and will be devoted to picturing and discussing suffrage and other woman-related Brummagem. WSAPIC is a
chapter of The American Political Items Conservators. We ask you to support these pages by becoming a member of
APIC at APIC.us. APIC Members will be eligible to receive additional information that may not be available on these

pages.
When you request to join any of these pages, you will be asked if you would like to be added to the other two pages at
the same time.”

Suffrage Portrait Easel Badges

The four celluloid pieces shown above are from the estate auction of Amelia Berndt Moorfield, who served as the Secre-
tary-Treasurer of the Women’s Political Union of New Jersey. They were made by the New Jersey firm of Whitehead
and Hoag, and all come with an easel attachment on the back rather than a pin, so they could be stood up on a curio shelf
for display. This grouping, which consists of a crisp portrait of Lucretia Mott and badly faded pieces for Lucy Stone,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony, is otherwise unknown, so it may have been made as a sample item and
never ordered. The Women’s Political Union of New Jersey was organized in 1908 by Wilhelmina (“Mina”) Van Win-
kle and originally called the “Equality League of Self-Supporting Women,” deriving its name from Harriot Stanton
Blatch’s New York group. In 1912 its name was changed to its current form, and the organization took an active role in
the four-state Eastern campaign of 1915. Following the defeat of the suffrage referendum in the state, the Women’s Po-
litical Union of New Jersey merged with the larger New Jersey Woman Suffrage Association, whose officers governed
the newly formed collective.
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Suffrage Memorabilia From the 1915 Campaign in New Jersey

New Jersey was the first state to award women the right to vote. In 1776, New Jersey’s original constitution gave the
franchise to “all inhabitants of this colony, of full age, who are worth fifty pounds ... and have resided within the county
... for twelve months.” Lest there be any confusion as to the Legislature’s intent, it reworded the law in 1790 to include
the pronouns “he or she.” Theoretically only single women could vote, because New Jersey’s statutes at the time extend-
ed ballot access only to property owners (those who were worth 50 pounds or more), and married women had no proper-
ty. It all belonged to their husbands. The New York Times has recently reported on studies of names on voting lists of
the period, and many women did take advantage of their right. They tended to vote in groups, without men, suggesting
that they, indeed, were single. This report can be seen at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/24/arts/first-women-voters-
new-jersey.html. I would like to thank Jill Norgren for calling my attention to this link.

In 1807, things changed when the Legislature restricted suffrage to tax-paying white male citizens only. This exclusion
may not have been enacted entirely for sexist reasons. The ruling Democratic-Republican Party of the state wanted to
give its candidate an advantage in the upcoming Presidential election of 1808, and it believed that women tended to vote
for the opposition Federalist Party. In any event, women in the state could not vote again for President until the passage
of the 19th Amendment to the U. S. Constitution in 1920.
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...1915 Campaign in New Jersey, cont’d.

But in 1915 women activists gave the idea of full suffrage an intensely energetic try. Suffragists had long been divided
on the best strategy to achieve their goal of “Votes for Women”. Some wanted to proceed on a state by state basis, while
others wanted to focus the campaign on the Federal Level, seeking a Constitutional Amendment that would give imme-
diately all American women the right to vote. But even those who opposed the former approach realized that their argu-
ment was weakened by the fact that no large Eastern state at that time had granted women full suffrage. Therefore in
1915 they helped to organize the Eastern States campaign in New Jersey, New York, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania,
and a “Votes For Women” initiative appeared on the ballot of all four states for the fall.

New Jersey, though, decided to hold its referendum on Registration Day, October 19, instead of Election Day, Nov. 2, as
did the other three states. Many assumed that the earlier day would result in a larger turnout. It didn’t, and of the 317,
672 votes cast on that day, “Votes for Women” lost by a total of 51,108. The initiative failed to carry in every county in
New Jersey except for Ocean County. The proposition also went down to defeat in the other three states, although New
York women gained the right to vote in 1917 when a second referendum did pass. New Jersey women, on the other
hand, did not obtain full voting rights until 1920, when the 19th amendment to the U. S. Constitution was finally ratified.

The push for the ballot in New Jersey was spearheaded by two groups, the New Jersey Woman Suffrage Association and
the Women'’s Political Union of New Jersey (WPUNIJ). The Woman Suffrage Association was the larger of the two
groups. It had formed in 1867 and used the traditional yellow or gold of the National American Woman Suffrage Asso-
ciation as its official color. The second group, the WPUNJ, owed much of its iconography and name to the friendship
between its founder, Mina C. Van Winkle, and Harriot Stanton Blatch, daughter of Elizabeth Cady Stanton. It was orga-
nized originally as the Equality League for Self-Supporting Women of New Jersey, similar to the title of the New York
group formed by Blatch. The Equality League changed its name in 1912 to the Women’s Political Union of New Jersey,
two years after Blatch had organized the WPU of New York. Following the defeat of the New Jersey suffrage amend-
ment in 1915, the two local groups merged, with representatives from the older organization taking over as officers.

It was the WPUNUJ that produced the more graphically appealing memorabilia of the two organizations. Its buttons in
purple, green, and white followed the color scheme originally introduced by the English militant Women’s Social and
Political Union, formed in 1903 by Emmeline Pankhurst. It had for its iconic symbol the image of blind justice holding
up a ballot upon which the phrase “Equal Suffrage” was inscribed. This image appeared on such diverse items as a cam-
paign yearbook, a poster stamp, and various pieces of stationery. Its 1 ¥4” “Votes for Women—New Jersey” celluloid
button that existed in two varieties, was adapted from a New York button of the same design. One of its posters, pic-
tured in this article, was also modeled on a New York piece, even using the blue and yellow semi-official colors of its
sister state.

The button and ribbon for the New Jersey Men’s League for Women’s Suffrage are exceedingly rare, and I have not seen
any other copies outside of my collection.
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...1915 Campaign in New Jersey, cont’d.

New Jersey

Mens League
FOR

WOMENS
SUFFRAGE

WOMED
SHOULD VOTE




Page # 16 The Clarion Spring/Summer 2020

...1915 Campaign in New Jer

R At 0 O

I
SWPRM? il
AMESSHGEFRONTHELIVEWEST

ADDRESS BY

MISS FLORENGE LEECH

OF MONTANA

NEW JERSEY NEXT

Mrs. W. H. Bright, of Wildwood

VIASS VAEETING
B LY Uth =

O O K——
and Stone Ha

*_._wAll ARE IN\/ITED____=

MEN
of New Jersey—
Be Just!

ote “YES” on :

Voman Suffrage _gf

OCtOber lﬂl’l % ‘w . % - ‘




Page # 17 The Clarion Spring/Summer 2020

...1915 Campaign in New Jersey, cont’d.
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