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A BRIEF HISTORY OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGN ITEMS 
 
Presidential political campaign items have been in use since the early 1800's. The early 

items include metal tokens, clothing buttons, cloth flags, and snuff boxes. Also china 

plates, walking canes, paper lanterns and drinking glasses were just a few of the more 

common items introduced into these early campaigns. 

 

Beginning with the 1856 presidential campaigns and the advent of the advancement in 

photography, ferrotype and cardboard photos, both attached to metal pin backs with 

the images of the candidates were introduced into widespread use. These were used 

in all national presidential campaigns until 1896 with the introduction of the modern 

day celluloid campaign button. 

 

 
 

 

 

Note that all of the above items described were used only in presidential campaigns. 

Lesser offices such as governor, US Congress, mayor, etc. did not see any use of this 

type material. The first use of material to promote lower offices were paper ballots 

beginning around 1840. Paper ballots were usually issued by the party listing a slate of 

candidates on inexpensive paper for the voter to take with them to the voting booth 

and deposit therein casting their vote.  

  

Abraham Lincoln & Hannibal Hamlin 
1860 President & VP ferrotype - Republican Party 
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These were in wide distribution for presidential campaigns as early as 1824 and in 

some instances in later years would include governor, lieutenant governor and various 

other offices. As time went on paper ballots were produced for a slate of candidates 

by the party in individual states during non-presidential years. 

 

Around this same period broadsides were introduced in the campaigns. These were 

the early forms of what later would become the campaign poster. These early 

broadsides were usually printed on newsprint or very inexpensive paper. They were 

widely distributed as the cost was minimal and pasted on the sides of buildings, nailed 

to trees, and generally placed wherever they could draw the attention of the voting 

public to the candidate. 

  

Rutherford B. Hayes & 
William A. Wheeler 

1876 President & VP 
Mass. paper ballot - 

Republican Party 

 

Ulysses S. Grant & 
Schuler Colfax 

1868 President & VP 
Mass. paper ballot – 

Republican Party 
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For the period from 1840 till 1895 one of the 

most popular forms of campaign items was the 

political ribbon. The early ribbons were produced 

for presidential campaigns but beginning around 

1860 these ribbons could also include candidates 

running for governor on the same ribbon that 

promoted the presidential and vice presidential 

nominees of a given party. Ribbons also began 

appearing promoting only the gubernatorial 

candidate and in some instances the lieutenant 

governor. These early textiles could be very plain 

or in many instances include images of the 

candidate along with patriotic symbols of the 

country, political party and various other graphics 

from their state or region.  

 

The first ribbons were almost all silk and printed 

in black and white. As time went on color was 

introduced in not only the wording and graphics 

but the ribbons themselves were produced in a 

variety of colors. Again with the advent of the 

campaign button in 1895 ribbons began seeing 

their decline. By the 1920's very few campaign 

ribbons were being produced. 

  

Millard Fillmore & 
Andrew Donelson 

1856 President & VP 
silk ribbon –  

American (Know-
Nothing) Party 
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Beginning in 1900 a new form of campaign item was introduced to the voting public: 

the political postcard. Postcards had been in use in America as early as 1873 but 

became very popular in 1898. Until that year the Federal Post Office was the only 

establishment allowed to print postcards. Once this restriction was lifted a huge 

outpouring of commercial postcards flooded the market. Postcards became the main 

form of communication between the masses as the telephone was in its infancy and 

just beginning to have widespread use.  

 

 

 
This postcard craze continued until after World War I but resulted in the largest output 

of political postcards and has not been duplicated since. The presidential political 

campaigns of 1900 through 1916 are the Golden Age for postcard production. 

Postcards promoting candidates of lower offices did not start to appear until around 

1908. Even today most candidates running for president, governor or US Senate 

produce postcards and still use them as a campaign tool to reach prospective voters. 

 

William Jennings Bryan & John Kern 
1908 President & VP postcard - Democratic Party 
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The modern day celluloid campaign button had its origins in the 1895 gubernatorial 

campaigns of Ohio, New Jersey, Iowa, Kentucky, Maryland and Massachusetts. These 

celluloid buttons were produced by Whitehead & Hoag Co of Newark, New Jersey 

which went on to become the predominant manufacturer of campaign buttons during 

this early era. The following year, 1896, was a presidential campaign year which 

witnessed the introduction of celluloid buttons in the campaigns of Republican William 

McKinley and Democrat William Jennings Bryan. Due to the inexpensive cost to 

produce these buttons great quantities were manufactured and introduced during this 

campaign. 

 

By 1920 a new even more inexpensive style of button was introduced; the lithograph 

tin button. These buttons are stamped and shaped by a die from one large sheet of tin 

reflecting multiple copies of the same image. In essence it is paint applied to tin with 

no covering. Due to this process the paint is quite susceptible to scratching in shipping 

or handling and cannot sustain wear as easily as celluloid buttons. Also due to the 

production requirements a minimal order of 10,000 buttons is required therein 

limiting the number of orders placed by this process. Thus the celluloid button of 1895 

is still the most popular type in use some 100 plus years later after their introduction.  

 

  

Alton B. Parker & 
Henry G. Davis 

1904 President & VP 
celluloid button –  
Democratic Party 

 

Eugene Debs & 
Emil Seidel 

1912 President & 
VP celluloid button –  

Socialist Party 

 

Jimmy Carter 
1976 President 

celluloid button –  
Democratic Party 
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This essay is divided into five major sections. Each section roughly parallels the five 
national party systems that political scientists who adhere to critical election theory, 
use to describe American political history. The first system, Democratic-Republicans vs. 
Federalists, was a very weak party system in which universal white manhood suffrage 
was not the rule in all states, voters had weak identification with parties and 
Jeffersonians had only sporadic opposition after 1800. The second system started with 
the breakup of the Democratic-Republicans in the late 1820s into National Republicans 
and then Whigs vs. Jacksonian Democrats. The third system began with the withering 
away of the Whigs and the rise of the Republicans in the 1850s and continued after 
the Civil War until the 1890s with competitive but sectionalized, partisan strife 
between Republicans and Democrats. The fourth system, one of Republican 
dominance, began with the depression of the early 1890s and the takeover of the 
Democratic Party by the populists and Bryan in the middle of the decade. It ended with 
the advent of the Great Depression. The fifth system began with the political 
revolution spawned by the New Deal. 
 
THE FIRST PARTY SYSTEM: 1803-1827 
 
Ohio at the time of statehood, in 1803, was a largely one-party state -- Jefferson’s 
Democratic-Republican party. The first territorial governor, Arthur St. Clair, was a 
strong Federalist, Federalists were elected to some offices, and a few of Ohio’s state-
wide officials -- notably Governors Looker, Huntington, Miegs, Brown, and Trimble, 
and Senator Burnet -- either started their careers as Federalists or at times allied with 
Federalists during the first 25 years of statehood. Residual Federalist voting strength 
lay in the New England settled Western Reserve, the towns along the Miami River, 
(Dayton), Marietta on the Ohio River and among Quakers in eastern Ohio. However, 
most important battles in the early statehood period were fought between factions of 
the Democratic-Republicans. 
 
Ohio’s politics in these early years was characterized by factions. Factions formed 
around strong political personalities, they formed around loyalty to certain parts of the 
state (i.e. partisans of Chillicothe or Cincinnati as the Capitol) or ideology. Within the 
Democratic-Republican party prior to the War of 1812 were both partisans of a 
dominant legislature and partisans of a more equal role for the judiciary. The latter 
group was named the Quids and these politicians often aligned themselves with the 
small Federalist minority in the state. The exponents of the supremacy of the 
legislature were concentrated around Chillicothe and they formed Tammany Societies 
to further their goals. With the outbreak of the War of 1812 these divisions within the 
Democratic-Republican party disappeared. 
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There is little campaign material that has survived from this early statehood period. 
Though we have descriptions of Ohio towns being blanketed with paper handbills 
during some elections, all that is available today are some paper ballots and of course 
newspapers. These ballots were essential to electioneering in 19th century Ohio as the 
Australian secret ballot did not come to the state until the 1890s. Rather, parties 
printed up their slates on paper ballots and the voting preference of Ohio citizens’ 
were widely known as they dropped these ballots into voting boxes or bowls. 
 
Newspapers were also vital in this early period. Factions and parties depended on 
newspapers to spread their gospel and nearly all papers were strictly partisan 
publications. Moreover, aspiring politicians or factions often formed new newspapers 
as a principle part of their election strategy -- especially if the existing press in a given 
area was not friendly. 
 
THE SECOND PARTY SYSTEM: DEMOCRATS AND WHIGS 1828-1854 
 
With the election of John Quincy Adams in 1824 and then Andrew Jackson’s election in 
1828, Ohio’s Democratic-Republicans factions began to coalesce into two competitive 
and distinct parties. The supporters of Jackson called themselves Democrats and 
insisted that they were the true heirs of Thomas Jefferson. The Adams and Henry Clay 
loyalists identified themselves as National Republicans and by 1834 and afterwards, 
Whigs. The term Whig was appropriated by Clay partisans to note their attachment to 
the revolutionary generation which called itself Whig in opposition to the outrages 
against freedom perpetrated by George III and his Tory government. Also in this period 
for the first time, third parties were active. In Ohio at least three third parties 
appeared on the ballot -- anti-Masonic Party, Liberty Party, and Free Soil Party. 
 
During this era Whigs and Democrats fought a series of highly competitive races for 
the Governorship and the state legislature (which elected Ohio’s U.S. Senators until 
1914). One of the prime issues between the two major parties was the banking 
question. Generally, Whigs were much more supportive of banks and their paper 
currency than the Democrats. Another bone of contention was the issue of blacklaws 
repeal (state laws discriminating between whites and free blacks) and over the 
enforcement of fugitive slave laws. Generally, Whigs were more supportive of more 
equal treatment of blacks but this was not always the case. In the 1840s and early 
1850s, alliances between the Free Soil Party and the Democrats fostered hope among 
politicians like U.S. Senator Salmon Chase that the Ohio Democratic Party could be the 
basis for a party that was opposed to the expansion of slavery. 
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In the course of the 1852 presidential and 1853 gubernatorial elections, the Whigs 
became spent as a political force in Ohio. Much of their electoral base in the New 
England settled Western Reserve (northeast corner of the state) had been weakened 
by the more avowedly abolitionist and temperance stances of the Free Soil party. 
 
The first known silk ribbon for an Ohio gubernatorial candidate was produced in this 
period -- the “Wagon Boy” and Clay piece (OH-1). Wagon Boy, Thomas Corwin, was an 
exquisite orator who was a U.S. Senator, Ohio Governor and cabinet official during this 
period. This is a perfect example of the use of “celebrity” out of state candidates used 
by state parties to prop up their tickets. No other ribbons are known to exist from this 
era. Thus the Ohio collector has to be contented with paper ballots from this era. By 
the 1840s ballots began to get more elaborate with graphics supplementing the list of 
a party’s candidates. Patriotic graphics like eagles, patriotic sayings, and intricate 
borders began to grace party ballots. 
 
We know from numerous studies, that by 1840 party identification was highly 
solidified among American white males (the voting universe) and that public opinion 
was very supportive of political parties -- unlike the situation a mere 15 years earlier. 
However, party names appeared to be still evolving -- with both parties anxious to 
identify with the word “Democrat” in an era of recent universal manhood suffrage 
when the word “democracy” had a very positive connotation. The most striking 
evidence for this is the 1850 paper ballot for the Whig ticket headed by William 
Johnson for Governor (OH-AD-6). Rather than identifying the ticket as representing the 
Whig party, this particular ballot is identified as the “True Democratic Ticket”. 
 
THE THIRD PARTY SYSTEM: 1854-1892 
 
It was during the third party system that non-paper political material began to appear. 
This was a period of intense party competition and by the end of the era, as campaigns 
began to spend large sums of money, a great deal of material (primarily silks) began to 
appear. As this material was central to the waging of campaigns in the 19th century, it 
is often closely linked to the slogans of the campaigns and the issues of the day. 
 
Pre-Civil War Republicans vs. Democrats 
 
The passage during the Pierce Administration of the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, 
caused a political firestorm in Ohio. Democrats in the state were divided between 
loyalty to the Pierce Administration and public opinion at home. In the fall of 1854, 
Whigs, Free Soilers, and anti-Kansas Democrats put together an ad hoc coalition that 
swept the few state-wide elections that were on the ballot (Secretary of State and 
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Supreme Court Justice) and the congressional delegation. The landslide was so 
complete that the Ohio House delegation went from a lineup of 12 Democrats, 7 
Whigs, and 2 Free Soilers to a lineup of 0 Democrats and 21 adherents of the anti-
Kansas-Nebraskan coalition. 
 
The next year saw the coming together of most of the elements of this same coalition 
into the new Ohio Republican party. The new party system swept all Democrats -- 
including Governor William Medill -- from office by significant margins. The reaction to 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act, anti-foreign sentiment, and the antipathy to the Democrats’ 
radical anti-bank policies all contributed to the landslide repudiation of the Democrats. 
 
Salmon Chase, the Republican nominee that year, also garnered significant support 
from nativists as most of the individuals nominated on the Republican ticket that year 
were supportive of nativist policies. Still a hard core of nativists activists decided to 
nominate their own candidate for Governor on an American Party ticket -- former 
Governor Allen Trimble. The overwhelming Republican victory contributed to the quick 
end of the American Party and sealed the destruction of the Whigs. 
 
From 1856 until the outbreak of the war Republicans and Democrats battled fiercely in 
Ohio. Democrats held themselves out as protectors of the Union and of the white 
man. The Republicans appealed to Ohioians on the basis of their opposition to slave 
power. In the 1857 and 1859 gubernatorial elections the Republicans maintained 
narrow majorities over the Democrats and the remnants of the Whigs and American 
Party did not even field tickets. 
 
Non-paper items from the 1850s are very scarce. There are two known Chase ribbons 
but it is not certain these items were produced for Chase’s two gubernatorial races or 
whether one or both represent presidential hopeful items from 1856, 1860, or 1868. 
 
The most interesting paper ballot from the immediate pre-Civil War period is the 1855 
American party ballot with Salmon Chase for Governor (OH-7). This ballot highlights 
Chase’s strategy of uniting elements of the nativist party (thus the American Party 
designation) with the new anti-slavery Republicans. 
 
Waving the Bloody Shirt and the White Man’s Party: 1860-1869 
 
The vast majority of Ohio Democrats were united behind Stephen Douglas in the 1860 
elections but when war broke out in the spring of 1861, the Ohio Democracy was split 
between War Democrats and Peace Democrats (later to be called Copperheads). The 
War Democrats, led at the national level by Douglas until his death in June of 1861, 
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pledged their support for the Lincoln administration’s war effort. Their opponents 
were eager to find compromises to keep the Union together and avoid civil war. 
 
In 1861 the Republican Party did not run a state-wide ticket. Rather some War 
Democrats joined with Republicans to form a Union Ticket which nominated for 
governor, two-time Democratic gubernatorial nominee, David Tod. Despite a request 
from the Union party to join together, the Democrats nominated their own ticket -- 
headed by War Democrat, Hugh Jewett -- on a Peace Democratic platform. The results 
were a large majority for Tod and the rest of the Union ticket. 
 
The 1862 elections for congress and lesser state-wide offices resulted in the first 
Democratic state-wide victory since 1853. Frustration over the course of the war, 
unhappiness with the possibility of emancipation, plus the fact that Union soldiers 
were unable to vote at the front, all contributed to the narrow Democratic majority. 
 
The 1863 Ohio gubernatorial race was the most important state-wide election in 
Ohio’s history. For the Lincoln administration it was a vital signal as to whether the 
northern electorate would continue to support the Administration in an increasingly 
bloody war. Moreover, the Democratic candidate was the leading Copperhead of the 
day -- ex-Congressman Clement Vallandigham. Earlier in the year, the military 
authority in Ohio had expelled Vallandigham to Confederate territory (where he 
proceeded to flee to Canada) for seditious speech. The Union ticket was again headed 
by a War democrat, former Ohio Auditor, John Brough. Union victories at Gettysburg 
and Vicksburg along with an absentee ballot program for soldiers insured a Union 
landslide. 
 
The remaining three gubernatorial elections of this momentous decade -- 1865, 1867, 
and 1869 -- followed a similar pattern. The Union tickets (for all intents and purposes 
the Republican ticket after the war) won narrow victories over the reunited 
Democratic opposition. In each of these elections Republicans tarred Democrats as 
traitors and Democrats called themselves the “White Man’s Party” in opposition to 
Republican support for black rights. 
 
The most notable of these elections was the contest between Republican Rutherford 
B. Hayes and the Democratic elder statesman, Allen Thurman (later to be Grover 
Cleveland’s running mate in 1888). One of Thurman’s campaign slogans which was 
used by Democratic women was “Fathers save us from Negro Equality”. Republicans 
responded “Honest Black Men are Preferable to White Traitors”. Thurman lost a very 
close election but Democrats captured the Ohio legislature, ensuring the defeat of the 
radical Republican U.S. Senator, Ben Wade. In his place the Democratic legislature 



18 
 

rejected their party’s convention choice for U.S. Senator, Clement Vallandigham, and 
turned to Thurman. 
 
Ballots and silk ribbons are what remains from the campaigns of the 1860s. Graphics 
abound on many of the ballots of the decade. Democratic ballots include references to 
preservation of the union (“The Constitution as it is. The Union as it was.”), and 
reassurance of the party’s patriotism (“I am not a friend of the Confederates States or 
their cause, but its Enemy”). Also ballots of this decade include the first appearance of 
the rooster as a symbol of the Democratic Party. Republican ballots make reference to 
“traitors”, “vigorous prosecution of the war and no compromises”, and to preservation 
of the Union. 
 
The importance of the 1863 elections to the national Republican administration may 
well be reflected in the fact that collectors know of at least three silk ribbons that were 
produced for the Brough campaign (OH-22, OH-AD-12, OH-AD-13). On these ribbons 
are references to traitors, protecting the “star spangled banner”, “unconditional 
union”, and “rally round the flag boys”. 
 
Later in the decade the first Democratic Party ribbons appear. In 1865 the Morgan 
campaign produced at least two ribbons which make it clear that the Democratic ticket 
is the “white man’s ticket” (OH-31, OH-AD-17). A paper item from 1867 for Allen 
Thurman makes a similar point. 
 
Greenbacks, Prohibition, and the Tariff: 1870-1892 
 
With the passage by the Ohio legislature of the 15th Amendment (black suffrage) the 
old issues of war and reconstruction faded. That most famous Copperhead, Clement 
Vallandigham led the move to a new era by persuading the Democratic convention of 
1871 to drop the “Negro issue” and adopt a “New Departure” platform -- acceptance 
of the war results (black suffrage), low tariffs, civil service reform, and economy in 
government. 
 
In 1873 the Democrats reached back to a bygone era to nominate former Senator 
(1837-1849) and old Jacksonian, William Allen for Governor of Ohio. The economic 
depression of the early 1870s and the corruption associated with the Grant 
Administration enabled the Democrats to appeal to liberal Republicans who had 
supported Horace Greeley’s candidacy in 1872. Allen won a very narrow victory over 
incumbent Republican Edward Noyes. He was the first Democrat elected Governor in 
twenty years. 
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Two years later the Republican nominated Rutherford Hayes for an unprecedented 
third term to oppose Allen. In a campaign that captured international attention Hayes 
ran against the soft money views of Governor Allen and won a very narrow victory. 
 
Starting in 1869 third parties returned to the Ohio ballot. In that year the Prohibition 
Party nominated a gubernatorial candidate (they would continue to nominate 
candidates in every gubernatorial election until 1920). By the late 1870s the soft-
money Greenback party was running candidates and in the 1880s they were joined by 
the Union Labor party. 
 
Though the Democrats had rejected anti-black rhetoric and with it the issues of the 
Civil War, the conflict did not disappear from campaigns. In 1879 the Republican 
candidate for Governor, Charles Foster, was ridiculed by Democrats for avoiding the 
war and instead selling supplies (calico cloth) to the Union armies. The Foster 
campaign turned the derision around and adopted the nickname, “Calico Charlie” as 
its own campaign slogan. In the 1880s Democratic President Cleveland suggested that 
Northern states return captured Confederate battle flags to the south as a way of 
binding up wounds. Republican gubernatorial candidate and Union veteran Joseph 
“Fire Alarm” Foraker, thundered “no rebel flags will be surrendered while I am 
Governor.” Such rhetoric had enormous appeal in 1887 to thousands of Ohio voters 
who had fought in the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR). 
 
But waving the bloody shirt was not the only issue dividing the parties. In 1889 
Congressman James Campbell unseated two-term incumbent Governor Foraker in a 
closely contested vote. Campbell supporters attacked Foraker’s attempt for three 
terms (“what Washington wouldn’t have and Grant couldn’t get”) but also appealed to 
voters on the issues of home rule for Ohio’s cities and election reform (adoption of the 
Australian secret ballot). Both Foraker and Campbell were acknowledged to be two of 
the most gifted campaigners in the country and individuals with national ambitions. 
Thus the national press, as well as the Ohio press, covered this 1889 race. 
 
Two years later former congressman William McKinley narrowly unseated Campbell. 
Once again two Ohio candidates were viewed as potential presidential aspirants. This 
time the issue was a national one -- the tariff. McKinley was a national figure because 
of his championship of high tariff rates and the Democrats attacked him vigorously for 
increasing the price of wool to American consumers. Republicans fired back that the 
McKinley tariff was responsible for the flourishing of American tin manufacturing in 
Ohio and a resulting increase in employment. 
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Practically the only political item available to collectors who are searching for early 
1870s material are paper --- primarily paper ballots. By the late 1870s ballots were 
losing their graphic appeal and usually just listed the party’s slate. There are two 
known examples of very rare 1875 Hayes silk ribbons and two equally rare Allen pieces 
from 1873 or 1875 (OH-53 & OH-54 and OH-38 & OH-39). 
 
The extensive use of silk ribbons in state races (undoubtedly a direct reflection of the 
amount of money spent in these races) really began with the races of “Calico Carlie” 
Foster in 1879 and 1881. Foster was not only rich enough to run expensive campaigns, 
he was a student of campaign techniques and Ohio politics. Two of the four Foster 
ribbons make use of the “calico” theme (OH-65 & OH-66). 
 
Democrat Joseph Hoadley produced two known silk ribbons for either his 1883 or his 
1885 race. The Hoadley paper poll book pictured in this project is a perfect illustration 
of the importance of “get out the vote” in an era when partisan identifications were 
deep, the undecided vote was always small and bringing your supporters to the polls 
was the difference between victory and defeat. Even the Prohibition Party began 
producing silks as there are two known ribbons for their 1885 campaign for Governor. 
The GOP, however, produced the bulk of the ribbons for this decade. This probably 
reflects the fact that the Republicans were somewhat better organized and somewhat 
better funded than their Democratic rivals. There are at least 34 known Foraker 
ribbons for his three gubernatorial races and his two inaugurals of the decade. There 
are also a couple of Foraker governor related medals. The 1887 Foraker items make 
reference to the “no rebel flags will be surrendered while I am Governor,” controversy. 
Many Foraker items also use the term, “Vim, Vigor and Victory,” a possible reference 
to Foraker’s booming voice and aggressive campaign style. 
 
Also in this period we find the first hopeful items appearing. Until 1914 all Ohio state-
wide party nominations were determined by yearly nomination conventions. These 
became major extravaganzas with the delegates and other supporters of various 
hopeful candidates flooding the nominating cities (usually the larger cities of 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, etc.) to boost their candidates. By the 1880s 
hopeful candidates were producing silk ribbons for these conventions. 
 
Governor Campbell is the first Democratic candidate whose non-paper campaign 
material is extensive. One Campbell silk (OH-132) and one Campbell paper item 
feature the title of a popular Victorian song, “The Campbells are coming,” as the 
Campbell campaign theme. The song was about the lifting of the siege of Lucknow by 
the Scottish General Sir Colin Campbell during the Indian mutiny of 1857. On the 
ribbon candidate Campbell is dressed as a Scottish bagpiper. Campbell material from 
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the 1891 race highlights 24¢ wool as an outcome of the McKinley bill. The Campbell 
campaigns also made use of two picture studs (OH-137 & OH-138) and a hanger (OH-
139). The hanger is a peculiarly Ohio campaign invention. Those used extensively in 
Ohio gubernatorial and Senate elections between the early 1890s and the 1920s, it 
does not, according to locals expert David Quintin show up in any other states’ 
campaigns -- except for a few items in the neighboring Indiana and West Virginia. 
 
One of the more elaborate Campbell pieces -- not unlike presidential pieces of the era 
but unusual for an Ohio local -- is a metal horseshoe with a cardboard picture of the 
candidate (OH-135). Lettering on the horseshoe reads “Democracy’s Mascot”. There is 
also a picture of a camel which either signifies that camel sounds like Campbell or that 
the camel is some unknown reference to Campbell’s stand on temperance. A piece 
that no collector has yet run across but which was produced for the 1889 campaign, 
according to historical accounts, were miniature carpenter rules that highlight 
Campbell’s support for home rule for Ohio’s cities. 
 
The McKinley gubernatorial campaign of 1891 and 1893 produced an even greater 
volume of non-paper items. Most notable among the 1891 items are a large number of 
“tin” pieces which highlighted the McKinley tariff’s beneficial effect on the American 
tin industry and its employees. One McKinley ribbon from that year (OH-175) 
illustrates McKinley’s help for both the American tin and the American wool industries. 
 
THE FOURTH PARTY SYSTEM: 1893-1928 
 
For presidential campaign items the end of the 1890s and the first decade of the 
twentieth century was a golden age. The same is true for Ohio items. Not only were 
celluloid buttons introduced but a profusion of interesting ribbons and hangers are 
available to the Ohio collector. During most of this era the Republican Party dominated 
both Ohio and the nation and at times this electoral dominance is also reflected in the 
number and variety of Ohio political items issued for the candidates of the two parties. 
 
Republican Dominance: 1893-1908 
 
The economic depression that began shortly after President Cleveland’s inauguration 
in 1893 created the conditions for a long Republican ascendancy at both the national 
level and in Ohio. Governor McKinley was re-elected in 1893 by the largest state-wide 
percentage since the Civil War. Between McKinley's first election in 1891 and the next 
Democratic gubernatorial victory, 14 years and seven elections transpired. 
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The severe economic downturn which lasted from 1893-1897 gave rise to the success 
of the Populist Party. The party’s 1895 gubernatorial nominee Jacob Coxey (of Coxey’s 
Army fame) captured an impressive 6.2% of the vote. Democrats in Ohio turned away 
from the laissez faire economic policies of the Cleveland Administration and 
wholeheartedly adopted the cause of Bryan and free silver. 
 
After McKinley’s two terms in the governor’s mansion, Asa Bushnell, his successor, 
defeated the Democrats twice. Bushnell’s successor, George Nash, also won re-
election. And when the Democrats embraced reform in 1903 by nominating the 
famous Cleveland progressive, Mayor Tom L. Johnson, they went down to defeat by a 
landslide margin to Cleveland businessman Myron T. Herrick. In fact during these years 
intra-party GOP competition -- between the McKinley/Marcus Hanna wing of the party 
and the Senator Foraker wing -- was often the main attraction in Ohio politics. Hanna’s 
organizational and fundraising talents helped elect McKinley Governor and President. 
Once McKinley was safely ensconced in the White House, Hanna began planning for 
his own political future. 
 
In early 1897 Hanna convinced McKinley to appoint aging Ohio Senator John Sherman 
to Secretary of State. Then Hanna twisted Governor Bushnell’s arm to appoint Hanna 
to the vacant senate seat. Bushnell, a Foraker ally, had been nominated at the 1895 
convention because Foraker forces had effective control of the party machinery. By 
1897 Hanna was in the driver seat and he made it plain to Bushnell that the price of 
renomination was the U.S. Senate seat. But to be elected to the remainder of the 
Sherman term as well as to the full term that began in 1898. Hanna had to be selected 
by the legislature. After the 1897 election the GOP continued to control the legislature 
but a coalition of Foraker Republicans and Democrats almost succeeded in defeating 
Hanna with the candidacy of Cleveland’s “boy mayor”, Robert E. McKisson. The 
campaign for the Senate seat was fierce and there were numerous charges that the 
Hanna forces won by paying legislators for their vote. 
 
In 1903 Hanna was obsessed with winning a big republican majority again. First, 
because his Cleveland rival, and economical radical, Mayor Johnson was the 
Democratic candidate for governor.  But even more importantly the legislature elected 
in 1903 would decide whether the Senator would be re-elected. The 1903 GOP 
landslide insured Hanna’s second term but within weeks of being selected for a second 
term, Hanna was dead. The legislature then selected Congressman Charles Dick, 
Hanna’s chief lieutenant as his successor. But with the passing of Hanna, the 
Republican party of Ohio lost its grip on power. 
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In 1905 Democrat John Pattison ran against Republican bossism (particularly Boss Cox 
of Cincinnati). Pattison also had the support of Ohio’s Temperance movement which 
was angry with incumbent Governor Herrick. Pattison won but only lived to serve less 
than six months in office. Republican Lt. Governor Andrew Harris, an elderly Civil War 
veteran, took office and did not face another election until 1908 because of a change 
in the state constitution which moved Ohio gubernatorial elections to even years. But 
in 1908 voter fatigue with perceived corruption in the state house along with the 
liquor interests’ opposition to Harris enabled President Cleveland’s former Attorney 
General, Judson Harmon, to capture the governorship. 
 
Meanwhile, Ohio’s senior U.S. Senator Joseph Foraker ran into trouble with President 
Theodore Roosevelt. After a riot by black cavalry troops in Brownsville, Texas, the 
President discharged a whole battalion of black soldiers. Foraker, a breed of old-style 
politician that the young President inherently distrusted, defended the soldiers as 
victims of prejudice. At least one political pin for Foraker highlights this defense (OH-
USS-10). Though Roosevelt designated William Howard Taft as his successor, Foraker 
began planning his own challenge to Taft. Before that plan got very far, the Hearst 
newspapers published a letter from Standard oil that suggested the company had 
bribed the Senator. That was the end, not only for Foraker’s presidential ambitions but 
also of his Senate tenure. In 1908 the Republican legislature elected Congressman 
Theodore Burton to the Foraker seat. 
 
Ohio collectors have a bonanza of material available to them from this fifteen year 
period. Besides silk ribbons there are celluloid studs (introduced in 1895), celluloid pin 
backs, celluloid stickpins, cloth stick pins, glass stickpins, postcards, hangers, cardboard 
studs and medals. There are also large varieties of items for each candidate. This is 
especially true for the successful Republican gubernatorial candidates McKinley, 
Bushnell, Nash, and Herrick. For the Democratic gubernatorial candidates there are 
only four items for L.T. Neal’s 1893 race and eight items for Chapman’s 1897 race. All 
of these items are quite rare. There are about a dozen items for John McLean’s 1899 
race and a similar number for Kilbourne’s 1901 race, Johnson’s 1903 race and the 
Pattison campaign of 1905 -- some of these items from these four Democratic 
campaigns are readily available to the collector. By 1908 there was a greater variety of 
items for Harmon, the Democrat, than there was for Harris, the Republican. 
 
There are also some third party items available from Coxey’s 1895 race and Samuel 
“Golden Rule” Jones 1899 Non-Partisan party race. Moreover, there is a profusion of 
hopeful items produced for county and state party conventions. These pieces were 
largely produced for Republican hopefuls in the 1895-99 period though there are a few 
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Democratic items from the 1890s and more from the 1901, 1903, 1905, and 1908 
elections. The Coxey items and most of the hopeful material are difficult to find. 
 
In the 1890s, for the first time material was produced for a U.S. Senate race. Hanna 
raised an unprecedented amount of money for McKinley’s races and he did not skimp 
on his own contests. Some of the Hanna items were clearly made for the vote in the 
state legislature or the GOP caucus of legislators but other coattail material indicated 
that Hanna, especially in 1903, was an active part of the Republican general election 
campaign -- a vote for a Republican state legislator translating into support for Hanna 
for U.S. Senate. There are also ribbon, hanger, and celluloid material for Senator 
Foraker and his U.S. Senate races that were decided by the legislature. 
 
As in earlier periods much of this campaign paraphernalia tells us a great deal about 
the issues and Ohio political culture of this era. One of the first things one notices is 
that unlike presidential items from this period, there is little color used in the celluloids 
-- most of them are black and white or sepia. This is probably because Ohio 
gubernatorial campaigns, even ones Hanna financed, did not have as much money 
available to them on a per vote basis as the national campaigns of that era. 
 
Nicknames and campaign slogans continued to show up. A few of the 1893 McKinley 
items (OH-182 & OH-196) refer to the future president as “The Ohio Napoleon''. The 
Coxey celluloids (OH-209, OH-210, OH-AD-43) use the slogan “Keep Off the Grass.” 
This refers to the fact that the Coxey Army marchers were arrested when they stepped 
on the Capitol lawn in 1894. There is the play on words used for the pin with a drawing 
of two candidates on a pair of playing cards (OH-227). This pin was for the ticket of Asa 
Bushnell and Asah Jones and tells us that two aces are “A hard pair to beat.” Finally, 
there is the use of the 4Hs slogan -- “Herrick, Harding, Hanna, and Harmony” (OH-410 
& OH-411) -- which was coined by a leading Republican paper in 1903 to back a ticket 
for Herrick for Governor, Warren G. Harding for Lt. Governor, and Hanna for U.S. 
Senate. 
 
In the 1990s vendor pins, pins not produced by the campaigns but by commercial 
vendors, became an issue of contention for locals collectors. But material produced by 
commercial interests and not by campaigns were a fact of life of the 1890s as well. 
Witness the incredibly rare pair of celluloid spinners (OH-259 & OH-260) which have 
either the 1897 Democratic or Republican candidate on one side and a color 
advertisement for flour on the other. 
 
In this era there are numerous examples of using the Lt. Governor on items -- from the 
McKinley-Harris ribbons of the early 1890s to the beautiful Nash-Nippert celluloids 
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from the 1902 inaugural (OH-345 & OH-346). There is the use of three candidates as in 
the Nash ribbon (OH-318) with President McKinley and recently elected New York 
Governor Roosevelt. But perhaps the most spectacular example is the Bushnell (for 
Governor), Jones (for Lt. Governor), Hanna (U.S. Senate) trigate ribbon (OH-246). This 
ribbon not only has the pictures of all three candidates but the campaign theme of 
smoking factories to represent the return of prosperity under a national Republican 
administration. 
 
The issue of Republican prosperity was also used by the 1897 Bushnell campaign in the 
1897 stickpin celluloid (OH-245) which makes reference to a prosperity which was 
brought on by protection, high prices for wheat and low prices for silver. The 
Democrats adherence to silver (“16-1”) is highlighted in one of the two known 
Chapman ribbons (OH-265). The other Chapman ribbon (OH-267) takes a very different 
tack by portraying this supporter of the populist position of free silver as also “A 
representative of the Business Interests or our State.” The reformer Tom L. Johnson 
used “Home Rule” for Ohio cities and “Just Taxation'' on his celluloid (OH-377). 
 
Finally the use of party symbols/animals makes its appearance in items from this time 
period. Bushnell used the Whig’s “coon” cutting off a rooster’s head as a symbol of 
Republican victory over the Democratic (OH-253). Democrats from McLean to Johnson 
to Pattison to Harmon used the rooster to represent their partisan affiliation. 
 
Progressivism, War and Return to Normalcy: 1909-1928 
 
Between Harmon’s election in 1908 and the beginning of the Depression of 1930, 
Democrats won nine out of twelve gubernatorial elections in Ohio. At the same time 
the GOP more often than not controlled the Ohio state legislature as Ohioians learned 
to increasingly split their tickets. 
 
During this period Ohio political campaigns began losing the fascination with campaign 
memorabilia. By the twenties candidates voices could be heard on the radio and their 
pictures could be seen in movie newsreels. Moreover, in earlier periods politics was 
one of the few forms of entertainment in rural and small town Ohio. But by the second 
or third decade of the new century few cared about a torch light political parade when 
you could see much more impressive pageantry any night at the local movie theatre or 
hear it on your radio. No wonder little celluloid picture buttons began to lose their 
appeal for campaigns and the voters. 
 
Though Judson Harmon was viewed as a more conservative Democrat than someone 
like Tom L. Johnson, his administration caught the wave of progressive reform and is 
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remembered for such reforms as the centralized management of the state's penal and 
charitable institutions, Ohio’s first employer liability law, Ohio’s first public service 
commission, ratification of the federal income tax, maximum-hour law for working 
women, and the initiative and referendum for Ohio cities. His personal integrity, the 
popularity of progressive reform and the growing progressive/conservative split in the 
GOP lead to a Harmon landslide in1910 -- against former Lt. Governor Warren G. 
Harding. 
 
In 1912 Harmon ran for the Democratic nomination for president and failed. In his 
place Ohio elected a progressive Democratic Congressman James Cox. Cox’s 1912 
landslide was made possible by the split in the GOP and the huge vote awarded to the 
Progressive ticket headed by Arthur Garford -- 21%. The first Cox administration was a 
hothouse of progressive reform. Cox initiated reforms included direct primary laws, 
court reorganization, civil service protection extension, workmen’s compensation, 
children’s codes and municipal charter reform. By 1914 progressivism had peaked and 
Cox lost his reelection bid narrowly to Congressman Frank Willis. In 1916 and 1918 
Cox-Willis rematches resulted in close Democratic victories. However, little new 
progressive reforms were instituted in Cox’s second and third terms. 
 
In 1920 Ohio was ready to return to normalcy and popular Democratic Auditor 
“Honest Vic” Donahey went down in defeat to Cleveland’s Republican Mayor Harry L. 
Davis. But Donahey was not alone as the entire Democratic state ticket and the entire 
congressional ticket was defeated in the Harding landslide. Donahey came back to win 
gubernatorial victories in 1922, 1924, and 1926. Donahey was a conservative 
Democratic. His appeal came from his reputation for honesty and economy in 
government. During his three terms Donahey vetoed a huge number of spending bills 
only to have his veto overridden by the Republican legislature. In 1928 Republicans, 
aided by the Hoover landslide, recaptured the state house by running Myers Y. Cooper 
of Cincinnati. 
 
Meanwhile, in 1914 Ohio moved to directly elect U.S. Senators. The Democrats 
nominated the first state-wide elected Roman Catholic Attorney General Timothy 
Hogan. The Republicans nominated their defeated 1910 gubernatorial candidate, 
Warren G. Harding, who easily took the seat. In 1926 a woman, Judge Florence Allen, 
made a credible run for the Democratic Senate nomination. While Democrats 
dominated in gubernatorial races, Republicans usually won the Senate elections with 
Senators Burton, Willis, and Fess. A Democratic legislature elected in 1910 selected 
Tom L. Johnson protégé Atlee Pomerene for one Senate term (re-elected by popular 
vote in 1916 and defeated in 1922). 
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The period between 1908 and 1928 saw the continued use of the celluloid pin-backs 
and the introduction of lithograph pin-backs and lithograph tabs in Ohio political 
campaigns. At the same time Ohio hangers disappeared as campaign paraphernalia 
(last used in 1920) and silk ribbons, though still used, became less prominent. 
Furthermore political paraphernalia of the period is generally less elaborate than in 
the preceding decade. There are few ribbons with tassels or attached celluloids and 
there are fewer colored or elaborate celluloid pin-backs. 
 
This does not mean that there were not rare and valuable pieces produced during this 
time. The two Harding for Governor picture celluloids (OH-485 & OH-486) are rare and 
very pricey. The Wilson/Cox coattail may well be the most valuable of all Ohio political 
items and nearly all of the other Cox for Governor pieces are in great demand. 
 
Campaign slogans and themes continued to show up on Ohio items. These include 
Harry Daugherty’s “Bread, Butter, and Business” pin-back (OH-USS-80). Though 
Daugherty lost the GOP U.S. Senate primary to ex-Governor Herrick, he went on to 
manage the 1920 Harding presidential campaign, become U.S. Attorney General under 
Harding and played a large role in the scandals of the administration. 
 
The Progressive candidate (Garford) and the Prohibition candidate (Poling) issued 
celluloids in 1912. But within a few years, with the adoption of national prohibition, 
the dry party stopped running candidates for state-wide office, even though the liquor 
issue did not go away. The Republican wet candidate of 1924, Homer Durand, issued a 
couple of pins with anti-prohibition messages (OH-601 & OH-602). 
 
The most notable paper item of this period may be the 1920 Harding-Davis-Willis 
“Equality for All” palm size flyer which features black candidates for office. This piece 
was also produced as a poster and illustrates how the black vote remained a largely 
Republican constituency well into the 20th century. The automobile also created a 
couple of new forms of political advertising in the 1920s -- license plate attachments, 
tire covers, and within a few decades, bumper stickers. 
 
THE FIFTH PARTY SYSTEM AND BEYOND: 1929-2000 
 
The fifth party system was ushered in by the Great Depression and resulted in 
Democratic dominance of national politics from the 1930s through the 1960s. The 
expected partisan realignment never happened in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. Rather 
Ohio voters, like voters nationally, became increasingly less partisan and increasingly 
more willing to split tickets. Ohio was a battleground state during this era because it 
was usually slightly more Republican than the nation as a whole. Ohio Democrats 
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through much of the period (1930s-1960s) were often more conservative than 
national Democratic administrations and Ohio Republicans formed the core of the 
GOP’s conservative old guard. 
 
Campaign materials produced during this era reflected the changing way politicians 
communicated with voters. With the rise of mediums like movies, radio, and 
television, fewer buttons and ribbons were produced by campaigns. 
 
New Deal Realignment: 1929-1968 
 
In 1930 the effects of the Depression led to Democratic state-wide victories for 
Governor (George White, a Cox protégé) and for U.S. Senate (Robert Bulkley). Through 
the 1936 elections Democrats dominated both Ohio’s congressional delegations (ex-
Governor Donahey joined Bulkley in the Senate in 1934) and the State house (Martin 
Davey was elected Governor in 1934 and 1936).  
 
In 1938 former Republican Attorney General John Bricker was elected Governor and 
Robert Taft (son of President William Howard Taft) was elected to the U.S. Senate. By 
this date the new partisan lineup of the state had solidified. Democrats lost much of 
their old rural base and replaced it with huge Democratic margins in the industrial 
cities of the northern part of the state -- Cleveland, Youngstown, Akron, and Toledo. 
Ethnic, Catholic voters, black voters, and organized labor became the backbone of the 
Ohio Democratic coalition. Republicans in turn relied on smaller margins in the large 
counties which included Columbus and Cincinnati (where older ethnic groups like the 
Germans or the Irish predominated) and rural majorities throughout the state. 
 
The embodiment of this change was Mayor Frank Lausche of Cleveland. Lausche was 
of eastern European heritage and in 1944 he became the first Roman Catholic elected 
Governor of Ohio. Between 1944 and 1954 Lausche won five of six gubernatorial 
elections and in 1956 and again in 1962 he was elected to the U.S. Senate. Lausche 
was a conservative who worked to keep down taxes and he often clashed with the 
Democratic Administration in Washington or with organized labor. HIs electoral 
success was based on both his appeal to traditionally blue collar ethnic constituencies 
in the north of the state and to more independent and Republican voters who 
appreciated his conservatism. 
 
Except for Lausche, Republicans dominated state-wide office in the 1940s and 1950s 
until 1958. In that recession year, Republicans supported a right to work measure 
which infuriated and mobilized organized labor. Almost the entire GOP ticket went 
down to defeat (including then Senator Bicker) and Mike DiSalle of Toledo, another 
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Roman Catholic, was elected Governor. In 1960 John Kennedy’s Catholicism was a 
major factor in his surprisingly large defeat in Ohio and in 1962, State Auditor Jim 
Rhodes retook the Governor’s chair by calling DiSalle, “Tax Hike Mike.” For the rest of 
the decade (with the exception of the 1964 Democratic landslide year when 
incumbent Senator Steve Young narrowly defeated Bob Taft Jr.), Republicans, led by 
Rhodes and strong organization (mobilized by state, and later national party chair, Ray 
Bliss) dominated the state. Rhodes, like Lausche before him, dominated his party and 
state politics for nearly twenty years. 
 
During the Depression, relatively few political items were issued for either party. What 
was issued was often less expensive lithograph pins and tabs. Candidates’ faces appear 
less often on these items and name pins became more prevalent. In the 1940s, 1950s, 
and 1960s these trends combined. Other types of campaign items also surfaced: ink 
blotters, sewing kits, decals, thimbles, jewelry (see DiSalle cufflinks and tie bar), and 
flasher pin-backs. Also campaign postcards continued to be used extensively. 
 
A number of unusual and/or rare items surfaced during these decades. These includes 
the White Inaugural Smoker (OH-703), the Ingalls picture pin (OH-713), the Communist 
Onda pin (OH-735), the Davey Kent State Club (OH-662), The Davey Picture pin with 
1936 ribbons (OH-672 & OH-673), Brown name pins (Oh-705 & OH-707), the 
FDR/Lausche coattails (OH-779 & OH-781), and a few Rhodes pins (OH-887 & OH-898). 
The Dewey/Lausche split ticket coattail (OH-798) is illustrative of a changing political 
landscape in which split-ticket voting became increasingly common. 
 
Split Ticket Voting in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s 
 
The Republican dominance in Columbus ended with the Crofters Scandal of 1970 
which implicated a number of Republican state-wide office holders. Former 
Congressman John Gilligan, who had defeated Frank Lausche in a 1968 Democratic 
Senate primary only to lose the general to Attorney General Bill Saxbe, became the 
new Governor and ushered in an era of Democratic dominance. Though Rhodes upset 
Gilligan in 1974 and narrowly won re-election in 1978, Democrats dominated the 
legislature, the other state-wide offices and the two U.S. Senate seats (John Glenn and 
Howard Metzenbaum) throughout much of the 1970s and 1980s. 
 
This Democratic dominance came to an end with the election of George Voinovich as 
Governor in 1990. Voinovich’s landslide re-election in 1994 was the largest electoral 
majority since the introduction of two party politics in the 1830s. GOP victories 
continued with the election of Mike DeWine to a U.S. Senate seat in 1994, and the 
Republican gubernatorial and senate victories in 1998. 
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Probably the most significant development in the production of campaign memorabilia 
over the last thirty years is the appearance of vendor pins. As far back as the 
nineteenth century, non-campaign sources produced campaign pins as a way to 
promote products or to sell to partisans during campaign season. However, by the 
1980s, as campaigns produced less and less pins and ribbons, commercial vendors 
began cranking out a great deal of material for partisans and sometimes for collectors 
of Ohio state material. By 1998 the vast majority of campaign material for both 
Democratic and Republican campaigns in Ohio was produced by third party vendors. 
 
Lots of new items were issued in the last three decades. Drinking glasses, pottery 
ashtrays, china plates, china ashtrays, jewelry, plastic bottle tops had been produced 
in earlier decades but became more prevalent by the 1970s. Also for the first time 
enamel lapel pins became very popular. An indication of the lower priority campaigns 
put on such promotion as pins in an era of multi-million dollar television buys, is the 
growth of paper stickers in campaigns. 
 
Campaign paraphernalia for Ohio state-wide races tell us a great deal about the nature 
of politics and the role of politics in society in any given time period. In two hundred 
years Ohio campaigns have gone from low cost affairs that only produced paper, to 
elaborate rites which captivated the late nineteenth century citizenry with elaborate 
silks and celluloids, to very expensive affairs where most dollars are spent on 
electronic media to capture the attention of an apathetic electorate. Yet even at the 
millennium, in an age where party politics captures the imagination of relatively few 
citizens, partisans of all stripes still demand political material to demonstrate their 
commitments to party ideology and personalities. 
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