
and the possible loss of his crops—and 
reminded Roosevelt of his promise, 
reprinted in so many newspapers, to 
help those in need. “Sylvester,” came 
the earnest reply, “I’ll investigate and 
you’ll hear from me.”    

Word of Harris’ conversation 
with FDR spread fast in the sleepy 
town. He was interviewed by the local 
paper, the Columbus Commercial 
Dispatch. The Associated Press picked 
up the story and quickly sent their own 
reporter to interview Harris and take 
the photo memorialized on the front of 
the pamphlet.  Several days after the 
president’s promise to investigate, the 
New Orleans Farm Bank dispatched an 
agent to Harris’ home. His persistence, 
combined with a little help from 
people in high places, had paid off: 
Harris and the bank agent signed a 
new agreement, modifying the loan’s 
payment structure, thus saving his 
home and livelihood. 

The story of Sylvester Harris, his 
mule, and his brief conversation with 
the sympathetic commander-in-chief 
might have faded into local lore if not 
for the AP story. The article was picked 
up in publications across the nation. 
Several newspapers sent their own reporters 
to interview Harris and Movietone News even 
dispatched a camera crew to film him recounting 
the entire affair.  

Harris’ story spread like wildfire, especially 
among African Americans. At a time when good 
news was in short supply, black newspapers were 
among the earliest to send reporters to Columbus 
following the initial story. Harris became so well 
known to both black and white audiences that his 
conversation with Roosevelt was later re-enacted in 
a 1935 special radio broadcast celebrating AT&T’s 
50th anniversary. Harris’ plea joined re-enactments 
of other notable phone conversations from 1934, 
including the call from J. Edgard Hoover initiating 
the manhunt for Pretty Boy Floyd and another 
announcing the birth of the Dionne Quintuplets. 
The Harris story would also be commemorated 
in other forms. In 1935, prolific singer/songwriter 
Memphis Minnie released “Sylvester and His Mule 
Blues” recounting Sylvester’s quest to speak with 
“Mr. President Roosevelt”.     

Eight months after the phone call, with his 
fame at its peak, Sylvester Harris found himself 
on a train bound for Chicago. He would be making 
a campaign appearance with Arthur Mitchell, 
Democratic nominee for Illinois’ 1st congressional 
district. Mitchell had been recruited to run against 
Republican Oscar DePriest, for years the sole black 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives. All 
told, Harris spent nearly two weeks in Chicago 
on the campaign trail with Mitchell. In addition to 
recounting his story, Harris made a direct appeal 
to black voters to 
reconsider their 

How a Plea to FDR Turned One Black Farmer 
Into a New Deal Sensation  

By Mike Hatchett, APIC#18087
Last year, I had the good fortune to acquire a lot consisting of several 

pieces of New Deal-era campaign ephemera aimed at African American voters. 
Perhaps the most striking was a twelve-page pamphlet entitled President Saved 
His Little Farm, published in 1934. The pamphlet featured a photo of Mississippi 
farmer Sylvester Harris with his mule, captioned by a short statement that Harris’ 
mortgage had been extended after a telephone conversation with President 
Franklin Roosevelt earlier that year.  

What was the rest of the story? The pamphlet yielded no further details 
about Harris or his conversation with the president. Instead, it contained 
information squarely aimed at convincing black voters that the New Deal had 
positively impacted them and their lives in Indiana, urging a vote for Sherman 
Minton, the 1934 Democratic nominee for U.S. Senate.  

Harris’ remarkable story came to national attention in February 1934. 
Though the economy was improving, the nation remained in the grip of the Great 
Depression. Down to his last $10, Harris, a cotton farmer, was in arrears on the 
mortgage on his 140-acre property. On February 19th, he decided to make the 
journey from his home to the nearest phone, nearly an hour away, at a country 
store in Columbus, Mississippi. Harris set out on this journey astride his mule, 
Jesse, with a singular goal in mind: to personally ask the president of the United 
States for help saving his farm. 

What happened next is the subject of legend with some exaggeration and 
political hype thrown in for good measure. In the most frequently told version of 
the story, upon reaching the store, Harris made multiple calls to the White House 
switchboard asking to speak directly with President Roosevelt. Several times, he 
was shunted to aides, only to refuse them outright. Sylvester Harris would not be 
deterred: only a direct conversation with the man at the top would suffice. Finally, 
a familiar Patrician voice from the radio came over the line and inquired who 
was calling. “It’s Sylvester,” Harris replied. “Sylvester who?”, FDR asked. Harris 
identified himself as a black farmer “…all the way down here in Mississippi”. The 
farmer explained his dire plight to the chief executive—the pending foreclosure 
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Sylvester Harris and Congressman Arthur 
Mitchell.  Arthur Wergs Mitchell Sr. (Dec 22, 

1883 – May 9, 1968) was an American politician 
and civil rights activist from Illinois. He 

represented Illinois’s 1st congressional district 
for his entire tenure in the United States House 
of Representatives, from 1935 to 1943, during 

which time he was the only African American in 
Congress. A supporter of the New Deal, Mitchell 
was the first African American to be elected to 

the Congress as a Democrat.

1934 campaign pamphlet by the 
IN Democratic State Central 
Committee titled “President 

Saved His Little Farm.”  
Sylvester Harris & his mule in 

front of his farmhouse. 
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BOB’s BUTTONS  
CALL 717-661-2783 TODAY
or email JMStuff1@aol.com

BOB’s BUTTONS  
CALL 717-661-2783 TODAY
or email JMStuff1@aol.com

        61-$8.00                62-$8.00                63-$5.00                64-$5.00                 65-$5.00                  66-$5.00                67-$10.00                68-$4.00                69-$5.00                70-$4.00                 71-$4.00                72-$4.00  
   JFK, In Memory         LBJ for Pres.         Republicans 4        Republicans for        Republicans for       Republicans for        Watch LBJ Get          W. Mills in’72     HHH/Muskie 1968      HHH, donkey        CA Pharmacists       IL Pharmacists
       rwb 1.25”           curl: NG Slater       Johnson, rwb          Johnson, blu/w     Johnson, union bug    Johnson, union bug   Elected on Channel      r/blk/w               jugate, rwb          union bug, blu/w     for Humphrey          for Humphrey
                                          rwb                  union bug                                       rwb, curl: N.G.Slater   rwb, curl: N.G.Slater  28, union bug, blu/w                                                                                            r/blk/gold                 r/blk/gold

      37-$40.00               38-$15.00               39-$10.00              40-$25.00               41-$45.00                42-$25.00               43-$5.00                44-$5.00                 45-$4.00                46-$5.00                 47-$6.00                48-$6.00
         Carter            Carter (left) sitting     Carter waving     Carter speaking at   Carter & Menacham  Carter & Pope              Reagan                  Reagan             Re-Elect the Pres.  Gore, eagle/flag    Kerry on the Legacy     Bush (43), 1”
  Jimmy & Rosalynn  w/ brother Billie         1” green/w     podium & EMK w/arms   Begin jugate        John Paul II (1979            1” rwb           floating head, curl:        1” blu/w                   1” rwb          (JFK pictured), paper:    r/blk/w, paper:
     1” green/w              1” green/w                                     crossed standing in       1” green/w         1st Pope hosted @                              1980 CBC Santa Cruz                                                             Yellow Tractor, 1”        Yellow Tractor
                                                                                         back right, 1” green/w                            Wh.House) 1” green/w                                    1” blu/w                                                                        yellow/blk/w               

       13-$7.00                  14-$4.00                 15-$6.00                 16-$6.00                17-$6.00                18-$18.00               19-$5.00                20-$6.00                  21-$5.00                22-$6.00                23-$15.00              24-$6.00
  Dewey coattail               Hoover          Stevenson coattail   Willkie MA coattail     AFL-CIO COPE       Vote Goldwater       Goldwater/Miller   Scranton, Draft Bill   Bill Scranton (pres.)    Hall/Tyner           Color It George,            Ford
 Capehart, Gates        union bug, 7/8”   Williams, Kefauver   curl: Bastian Bros.     for LBJ & HHH    Miller, Snyder, 1964      1” rwb litho       Sure We Will, rwb      curl: A.G.Trimble    Vote Communist       Election ‘72             5/8”, rwb
union bug, rwb litho            rwb             1” green/w litho          7/8” rwb litho          1” rwb litho      1” rwb litho coattail    curl:Green Duck   (R-PA) hopeful, 1”     1964, 7/8” blu/w           1” r/blk                 1” blu/w
X

       73-$5.00                 74-$4.00                75-$8.00                  76-$5.00               77-$14.00                 78-$5.00               79-$5.00                  80-$5.00                 81-$8.00                82-$15.00                83-$5.00                 84-$4.00
Feeling Inflated     Ed Muskie Democrat   Vote New Party’72  McCarthy for Pres.  McCarthy in’72    EMK, Kennedy Has         EMK ’72            EMK, Kennedy ’80    Me & Billie Carr     EMK, Ted’s Got It        EMK, Ted ’80             Ford ’80
Vote Muskie           Pres. 1972, r/blk/w    McCarthy/Lindsay     rwb, union bug       rwb, union bug     The Key ’72, rwb     blk/w, union bug             blu/w               For Kennedy, r/w  fluorescent red/blk         green/w                   blu/blk
fat elephant, r/y                                   curl: Horn, Phila. blk/or                                                                                                                                                              union bug        thumbs up cartoon
                                                                                                                                              

      49-$10.00               50-$10.00              51-$10.00               52-$10.00                53-$8.00                54-$12.00                 55-$5.00                  56-$5.00               57-$5.00                 58-$5.00               59-$6.00              60-$5.00
anti-FDR, Don’t Be   anti-FDR, I Want    anti-FDR, Papa I        anti-FDR, My            Ja Chce Ike A            Ike coattail           GOParty 1964     Goldwater for Pres.   (Bill) Scranton        Scranton for Pres.    I’ll Settle For A     Life Underwriters
A Jackass, Follow      To Be A Captain   Wanna Be A Captain  Friends But Not My  (Slovak= I Want Ike)    Ed, Pat                curl: Emress          gold/blk litho          rwb elephant         union bug, blu/w     Sergeant, rwb      Political Action
The Eagle, blu/w           Too, blu/w              Too, blu/w            Subjects, green/w    rwb, curl: 2N Polish       rwb                         rwb                                                        R-PA                         R-PA                                          Committee, r/blk/w

      25-$14.00               26-$6.00                 27-$4.00                 28-$6.00                  29-$5.00                 30-$8.00                31-$5.00                32-$6.00                 33-$5.00                 34-$5.00               35-$5.00                 36-$6.00      
    Nixon/Lodge           I’m for Nixon           Nixon/Lodge       Humphrey for Pres.     Illinois for HHH    HA HA HA HO HO HO    Stop HHH          (Phil) Crane ‘80       EMK, Kennedy’80    EMK, I’m Ready    EMK, Ted Kennedy     Humphrey &
Virginia Democrats      union bug               union bug            1968, 1” blu/w                1” r/y             Humphrey & Nixon       1” r/blk/w        (Rep. R-IL) hopeful     Wisc., 1” blk/w         For Teddy, 1”       For Pres, r/blk/w      Kennedy, union
 curl: Green Duck        7/8” blu/w               3/4” blu/w              curl: Emress                                       Both Must Go, union     union bug                7/8” rwb                                          green/orange/w       union bug, 1”        bug, 1” green/w
  7/8” rwb litho                                                                                                                                         bug, 1” blu/w                                                                                                                                                               (edge stains)

      85-$6.00                  86-$5.00                  87-$6.00                88-$6.00                89-$8.00                 90-$6.00                91-$30.00                92-$4.00                 93-$4.00                94-$5.00                 95-$5.00                96-$5.00
McGov/Shriver, Vote   McGov/Shriver         McGov/Mills        McGov/Shriver’72    Geo.Wallace for        Wallace, curl:          Nixon/Lodge           Nixon/Agnew          Nixon/Agnew          Dump Nixon          Vote Nixon for          Nixon/Agnew
Democratic Straight   Happy Face           My Choice in’72         Come Home         Pres.1972, rwb       Western Badge      Vote Republican         Inaug. 1969           Inaug. 1969        Support Phase III       Victory, blu/w           rwb jugate
Ticket, rwb jugate      r/w, curl: Oleet        r/blk/w jugate        America, r/blk/w                                             rwb              union bug, rwb/gold     rwb jugate          Wash., DC, rwb     union bug, blu/w
                                                                                                                                             

       97-$8.00                98-$5.00                 99-$5.00               100-$8.00               101-$5.00               102-$5.00                103-$5.00              104-$4.00              105-$5.00               106-$8.00              107-$5.00               108-$4.00
LBJ, If I Were 21...      Nixon/Agnew       Nixon/Agnew ’72    Nixon, Operation       LaDonna Harris       Harris ’76, r/w     Mondale/Ferraro ’84     Bush/Quayle       Asian Americans     Clinton or rectal    Where is Oswald      Make the Scene
  highchair, rwb       blu/blk/w jugate    jugate, union bug   Intercept, union bug    for First Lady      curl: Auth.By Hope    We Are A Mirror Of    photo jugate     for Bush/Quayle’92      exam, rwb         Now That We Need      with Gene
                                                                        rwb                         rwb                 blu/w union bug   Cross, N.Bend, Wisc  America. blu/blk/w    union bug, rwb            rwb                                                     Him, r/y               blk/w (spots)
                                                                                                                                             

     109-$35.00                110-$8.00               111-$6.00             112-$6.00               113-$6.00             114-$8.00               115-$4.00               116-$6.00                117-$6.00             118-$8.00               119-$5.00               120-$5.00
Kefauver for Pres.     Johnson & Kerner       If I Were 21...       Win With Wallace    1st Time Voter        Labor for McGov-    Agnew is the VP       Nixon Bugs Me        Bentsen in ‘76      Ford/Tower ‘76      EMK, Kennedy ‘80           Reagan
  coonskin cap          A Winning Team         Vote Johnson             in ‘68, rwb         For McGov, curl:        Shriver in ‘72            blu/w, curl:       Watergate Ladybug   Committee, rwb           blu/w              UAW, union bug           1.5” blk/w
  rwb 1.5” litho       rwb litho, union bug     rwb litho, curl:                                1972 Voters Unlimited     cogwheel         American Series #5      blk/w, curl:        Chairman: Wm Lane                              blu/w, curl: Barker          photo
                                                                    Green Duck                                          lt.blu/w litho              blu/w litho                                             N.G.Slater                union bug                                      Specialty Co., CT

     216-$12.00              217-$15.00            218-$11.00              219-$6.00               220-$9.00              221-$12.00             222-$12.00
      Vote Taft                 Goldwater        Montana for Reagan   Clinton/Gore’92        If I Were 21...           If I Were 21...       4” If I Were 21...
  union bug, rwb          Barry’s Back     The Big Sky Country    I’m With Magic        Vote Johnson         Vote Johnson 3.5”    Vote Kennedy
  cardboard back          r/blk/w 3.5”         blu/yellow 3.5”       People 1st, r/blk/w     3.5” r/blk/w            rwb curl: Oleet        r/blk/w litho
                              

      156-$6.00               157-$8.00               158-$6.00               159-$6.00              160-$6.00              161-$6.00               162-$6.00               163-$6.00               164-$8.00              165-$8.00               166-$8.00             167-$8.00    
I Spent 52nd Inaug.  ‘92 Teamsters for       anti-Clinton      Working Women for  Re-elect Clinton’96     Texans for           Labor Supports         Adelante con        Clinton/Gore ‘92     Clinton/Gore ‘92    RNC 96 San Diego   Hagelin/Tompkins
With Al & Tipper        Clinton, We Won        Just Say No        Clinton/Gore ‘96,      Ain’t Over Til It’s      Clinton/Gore        Clinton/Gore ‘92     Clinton/Gore ‘96      Minnesota State     Oct28 Torchlight    Dole States, CA, SC  ‘96 Natural Law
           rwb                curl: Baker Spec.           r/blk/w        Pd For By C/G Primary  Over, union bug,      jugate, union      jugate, union bug     union bug, rwb      Fair, curl: Pd For By    Parade, Phila.               rwb                  Party, hopefuls
                                 yellow/r/blk                                      Comte, union bug, rwb                  rwb          bug, rwb              rwb                                                 Minn.State DFL, green/blu/w    blu/w                                           rwb

      168-$10.00              69-$10.00             170-$12.00             171-$10.00               172-$6.00              173-$8.00               174-$6.00               175-$6.00            176-$15.00               177-$5.00                178-$5.00              179-$8.00
Light Bulb Johnson  Association of NY   National Stonewall  Gore/Lieberman2000  Election 2000     Latino Vote 2000   Bush 2000 for Pres.    Bush, Winona        anti-Ted Cruz            Kerry 2004              Kerry 2004           Cobb/LaMarche
Turn Him Out in      Young Republican   Democrats, rwb       Office & Professional   NY Times, rwb    Partnerships for    Support School Choice      2004             Yes We Canada     An American Hero        Bring It On          Vote Green Party
Nov., rwb, curl:       Clubs, union bug,   union bug, 2.25”     Employees, AFL-CIO                            Democracy, USHLI   Compliments of Bret   rwb MAGNET            r/blk/w                for Pres., rwb                  rwb                2004, green/w
A.G.Trimble, 2.5”         2.5” blu/w     StonewallDemocrats.org  Internat’l Union                         Su Soto es Su Voz, rwb  Schundler, rwb/y                                                                                                                             curl: Donnelley/Colt

      180-$15.00            181-$12.00             182-$8.00               183-$8.00              184-$12.00              185-$8.00               186-$6.00              187-$5.00               188-$6.00              189-$6.00               190-$8.00      191-$12.00 MIRROR
     Adlai/Estes       Stevenson/Sparkman    Stevenson     (Geo.)Romney for Gov   Elect Nixon Gov    Nixon Now More       Nixon/Agnew        Nixon’s The One         LB Johnson       Rockefeller for Pres.   Carter/Mondale    ‘78 Support Beale
    rwb 3” litho             rwb 3” litho             3” green/w      curl: A.Dean Watkins    3” litho blu/w      Than Ever, r/blk/w    Now More Than      3” r/blk/w, curl:         3” blk/w litho      3” rwb, union bug    Good Luck From  (Gov) Allen (Lt.Gov)
 curl: Green Duck    curl: Green Duck                                Co., Mich., blu/w             union bug          curl: A.G.Trimble      Ever, 3” jugate    Feeley & Wheeler, NYC                                                        Kentucky, 3”blu/w   Bring MD Together
                                                                                                                                                          3” litho                                                                                                                                                                             Again,         r/blk/y

    192-$10.00               193-$5.00              194-$5.00               195-$8.00                196-$6.00              197-$6.00               198-$6.00               199-$8.00               200-$8.00              201-$6.00              202-$12.00              203-$15.00
Reagan’s New           President Elect     RNC 1980 Detroit      Bush/Quayle ‘88    Mike/Kitty Dukakis  Another American  Clinton, Inhale to      DNC 2000 Los       Gore ? Bush, Inaug.   Bush(43) My      McCain 2008,Can’t   Obama, Fighting
Home, ‘80 Vote         Ronald Reagan     Welcome, Reagan   The People’s Choice    America’s 1st      for Buchanan ‘96    the Chief, Inaug.      Angeles, Gore KS    of US Presidents     My Heroes Have      Be Held Back          For A United
Republican, rwb        3”, color photo     3” rwb, union bug           3” rwb                Family hopeful     Confederate flags   ‘93, rwb caricature   Delegation name     2001 Wash.,DC   Always Been Cowboys    caricature by     America, rwb
                                                                                                                                                            rwb                     curl:©1992 Michigrin   Badge, rwb/blk/w         3” rwb/y      curl: Western White House      Murph          curl: Tigereye
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Gifts                   blk/w

       121-$48.00                      122-$12.00                               123-$14.00                               124-$14.00                            125-$14.00                              126-$16.00                                127-$14.00                           128-$14.00 
My Hat’s In the Ring for      Wallace-LeMay                         Johnson-Humphrey                   Goldwater-Miller                     Humphrey-Muskie                    McGov-Eagleton                          McGov-Shriver                       Nixon-Agnew
Nixon, blk/red 1-3/8”dia.    1.75” jugate rwb                        1.75” jugate rwb                     1.75” jugate rwb                     1.75” jugate rwb                     1.75” jugate rwb                        1.75” jugate rwb                   1.75” jugate rwb
plastic hat keyring

      144-$4.00              145-$8.00               146-$8.00               147-$8.00               148-$5.00               149-$6.00               150-$6.00               151-$6.00               152-$6.00               153-$6.00              154-$6.00            155-$10.00
Mondale/Ferraro      Reagan/Bush ‘84     Indiana Reagan    De Louse the White   Milluakee County          Reagan           Bush/Quayle ‘89          anti-Bush(41)        Bush & Barbara    Where Was George?  Quayle jugate     America Knew
‘84 New York for          Blue Collar           Country, 2.25”    House, Retire Ronny   for Reagan ‘84        union bug, rwb     Huntington Marching   Read My Hips     Re-Elect America’s  Dry, Sober & Home   America’s 2nd   Truman, Mr. Bush
        bro/y/w             union bug, rwb         color photo        anti-Reagan, r/blk       Wisc., r/blk/w                                      Vikes Inuag. Parade    r/blk/w caricature      First Family           With His Wife          Family, 2.5”      You Are No Truman
                                                                                           union bug                                                                                                               ©Bob Blake (artist)         rwb/y                      blu/w                 rwb/gray/w    curl:Pd For By Dem.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Club Queeny Twp, MO

       204-$8.00              205-$10.00               206-$8.00                207-$8.00              208-$7.00               209-$8.00             210-$8.00               211-10.00              212-$6.00               213-$9.00            214-$15.00            215-$18.00 
  Bill Scranton for          LBJ to Stay       Re-Elect LBJ for Pres.  HHH/Muskie 1968   Vote For McGov       Nixon for Pres.      Carter/Mondale      Reagan Ohio ‘84    Bush/Quayle ‘88           Bush ‘92          anti-Bush 2000    Van Zandt/Scranton
   Pres., 3.5” rwb          3.5” r/blk/w         curl: A.G.Trimble        3.5” rwb jugate    Shriver 3.5” jugate      3.5” rwb        They’ve Earned Your  Whistle Stop Tour  Where Was George,      caricature       Read My Lips, No       & Shafer/Kelley
 curl: A.G.Trimble                                          3.5” rwb                                            r/blk/w, curl: Oleet                            Trust, 3.5” rwb, curl:        3.5” rwb          On His Way To The         3.5” rwb    New Bushes, caricature   Vote GOP, PA
                                                                                                                                                                                       Millenium Group, Phila.                         White House, rwb/blk/w                        rwb 3.5”                        blu/y/w 3.5”

     223-$11.00              224-$6.00               225-$9.00              226-$20.00            227-$15.00             228-$15.00              229-$15.00
  4” Draft Rocky       4” Bush 2000-08    4”rwb, Realize It’s   4” Obama, Beware     ALTERNATE                  PAGE                         V.I.P.
     union bug     GOP Pres. Wash.1789  Romney Time, Blow     The Ides of June     DNC 2008 Denver, CO, PA Democratic Party, Obama
         blu/w        to Reagan 1988, rwb   on Spot, If Turns Blue     anti-Hillary ‘08                    4” rwb, curl: PA Democratic Party
                                                        Obama Promises Come True       rwb/blk/w

      133-$10.00               134-$6.00             135-$10.00             136-$8.00               136-$6.00             137-$10.00              138-$6.00              139-$8.00               140-$15.00               141-$8.00              142-$6.00               143-$6.00    
      Goldwater         Humphrey/Muskie        Muskie ‘72       McCarthy, Rockefeller   HHH ‘76, blu/w     Ford 38th Pres      Ford/Connally ‘76     Hall/Tyner ‘76           Let George Do It    Carter for Pres.           Kennedy      EMK, Americans in
       union bug             rwb jugate                  rwb/y       HHH, Nixon, Who Decides  curl: MacDonald   Inaug.1974 Aug 9   curl: N.G.Slater   We The People, Jobs,   1776-1976, curl:   coattail Dan Weisz          rwb          Britain for Kennedy
       gold/blk                 union bug                                  The People or The Pros in      Associates        (when Nixon resigned)     rwb         Equality, Detente, 2.25”  John Robbins Co.  IL (He also has same                      Made in USA, rwb
                                                                                        1968, rwb                         Manchester, NH   rwb 2.5”                                          Communist Party USA     Pbhg, rwb 2.25”   coattail w/Reagan)                          union bug
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    blu/w                   2.25”

Email your order to:  
JMStuff1@aol.com  or 
call (717) 661-2783  

TO ORDER: call or email your item #’s, name, mailing 
address & phone no. We’ll invoice you when we ship the items 
that are available.  Postage & insurance extra- Minimum $5.   

WHEN ORDERING, PLEASE GIVE ITEM # & PRICE TO HELP 
AVOID ERRORS. Items are very good condition with significant 
flaws noted & price adjusted accordingly. Lithographed items, 
because of their manufacture, may have some minor usage 

wear. All items are sold “AS IS”.    
COLOR KEY:  RWB (red/white/blue), GR-green, R-red, Blu-blue, 

Y-yellow, G-gold, Blk-black, Bro-brown, M/C-multicolored.  
ITEM SIZE KEY: #1-48 are 1” or less; #49-108 are 1.25”; 

109-120 are 1.5”; #122-128 are 1.75”; #133-179 are 2”-2.5”; 
#180-203 are 3”; #204-221 are 3.5”;  all other sizes noted.

       1-$48.00                2-$12.00                  3-$12.00                4-$28.00                  5-$10.00                  6-$00.00                 7-$8.00                  8-$10.00                                9-$5.00                                             10-$10.00 
Taft & Sherman           LBJ for USA      Pres. Ronald Reagan  Willkie Ring It Again   Texas Democrat    Give Us A Rest, No   Don’t Mention Gold   Gold Catches Me      Physicians for Reagan/Bush ’84               Clinton/Gore ‘96, Hebrew
names etched on      embossed gold    embossed w/Pres.    3/4” rwb enameled,  donkey carries sign   More Legislation   Here, High Admiral  Chew Fautless Gum   rwb 1/2”x 1.25” clutch lapel pin          rwb 1/2”x 1.25” clutch lapel pin
horizontal bars        color 5-8” clutch   seal, gold color 3/4”  embossed Liberty    3/4” blu/w enamel   Let’s Do Business    Cigarettes, 7/8”       back: Baldwin &         back stamp: Union Made USA
5-8” pin back                                        clutch                         Bell, screw back      clutch               gold/blu/w, paper:AJ Keil   W&H, crackled     Gleason, blu/w, 7/8”
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OCT 17, 2026 - SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA POLITICAL 
MEMORABILIA SHOW Saturday from 10 am to 3 pm 
at Knights of Columbus Hall, 21433 Strathern Street 
(between Canoga Ave & Alabama Ave), Canoga Park, 
CA 91309. Admission: $3 for adults (kids & students 
are free with ID). Tables: around 40 tables at $25 each 
for APIC members and $30 each for nonmembers.  
New location with tons of parking and large facility 
with easy loading (no ramps, no stairs).  Contact: Tom 
Morton   tmapic22@yahoo.com  or   818-644-9231
ATTENTION: SEPT 2026 - NEW ENGLAND FALL SHOW is 
canceled.  We need a breather after the APIC National!  
Join us for the 2027 Spring Show.  Questions? Contact 
Mike Dunham (burdun@comcast.net 508-429-5235) 
or Susan Roman (reganroman@comcast.net603-868-
2293).  
OCT 16-17, 2026 - MONROE D. RAY ALBANY NY 
FALL FOLIAGE SHOW  Albany Airport Inn, 200 Wolf 
Rd, Albany, NY 12205 (Just off O-87 & I-90).  Room 
rate: $89/night plus tax.  Call hotel for reservations at 
518-458-1000, ext. 196.    Fri. Oct. 16 room hopping. 
Sat., Oct. 17 bourse 9am-3pm.  Early admission 8am, 
$10.  Dealer tables: wall $50/each; interior $40/each.  
Contact person: Tom Keefe 518 281 2889. (See our 
ad on pg 19).
OCT 30-31, 2026 - THE BIG COLLECTIBLES SHOW, 
CANTON, IT’S ALWAYS FUN! Two full days of bourse 
Fri. Oct 30th from 9am-4pm, and Sat. Oct 31st from 
9am-2pm at The MAPS Museum, 2260 International 
Parkway, North Canton OH 4420. Room hopping starts 
Oct 28th at Comfort Inn, 5345 Broadmoor Circle, 
North Canton. Call 330-492-1331 to book. Room rate: 
$89.99 nightly.  250+ tables inside a retired National 
Guard airport hanger. Venders from 20 states offering 
Political Campaign Memorabilia, Militaria, Antique 
Advertising, Pop Culture, Comic Books, Sports 
Collectibles & more.  Contact Jack Dixey, 419-610-
9270  or email dixeycitylimits@yahoo.com.  Facebook.
com/TheBigCollectiblesShow  (See our ad on pg 3)

NOV 6-7, 2026 - MID ATLANTIC REGIONAL SHOW 
LANGHORNE, PA Fri. Nov 06 and  Sat. Nov 07 from 
9am-5pm.  Location: Sheraton Bucks County Hotel, 
400 Oxford Valley Rd, Langhorne, PA 19047. Call 
hotel for room Reservations: (215) 547-4100.  Room 
rate: $129 per night.  Use room reservation codes 
for Double Beds: POLPOLA or King Beds: POLPOLC.  
Foyer & Wall Tables: 1-$70, 2-$125, 3-$180; Interior 
Tables: 1-$60, 2-$110, 3-$155 -- limited availability.  
SPECIAL FOR RETURNING DEALERS: If you rented 
tables at last year’s show (2025) they are FREE this 
year (2026). That’s right. Get the same number of 
tables you had last year for FREE!!  Not transferable. 
If you don’t use it you lose it. Returning Dealers 
pay only the $5 p/p registration fee and must 
contact Ed to reserve.RESERVE EARLY--Tables are 
limited.  Registration fee $5 for all adult attendees. 
For everyone else regular table rental fees apply.  
Tables reserved on 1st come basis with PAYMENT IN 
FULL (incl. Registration Fee). Refunds only if tables 
are resold. Make checks payable to ‘Mid-Atlantic 
APIC’.  Contact Ed Stahl, 8-F Somerset Hills Ct., 
Bernardsville, NJ 07924 (609) 462-4817 (Afternoons 
& Evenings Only) or email collectorstuff@msn.com 
(See our ad on pg 9).
NOV 8, 2026 - WISCONSIN APIC FALL SHOW 
The Wisconsin APIC will host its 2026 fall show on 
Sunday Nov. 8th, at the Watertown Public Library. 
(Packers play later afternoon). We are returning to 
last years location at 100 S Water Street, Watertown. 
Hours are 12-3pm. Tentative theme is Wisconsin 
locals. Table costs are unbelievably low at just $10 
each or 2/$15. To reserve tables and further info, 
contact Pat Kehoe at pjkehoe@gmail.com or 414-
690-4980.
JAN 23, 2027 - 2nd BIENNIAL LAS VEGAS WESTERN 
REGIONAL APIC SHOW  Sat. Jan 23 from 7am-
6pm with a Reception the night before, and room 
hopping on Wed - Friday of that week.  Gold Coast 
Resort and Casino, 4000 West Flamingo Rd, Las 
Vegas, NV 89103. Call the Hotel as soon as you 
possibly can to reserve your room. Special room 
rates of only $82/night for Wed and Thu, and $127/
night for Fri and Sat (includes resort fees) can be 
locked in by calling 1-888-402-6278. Give them the 
show Code of APIA27C. Parking is FREE! Wall tables 
$95/each, & inner tables $85/each can be reserved 
by contacting Cary Demont by e-mail at caryd8@
comcast.net. Some of the finest dealers and 
amazing political collectibles in the country will be 
there, so contact Cary with any questions and table 
reservations as soon as you can. Remember, what 
happens in Vegas...Will be memorable! Contact: 
Cary Demont, caryd8@comcast.net  (See our ad 
on pg 22)

October 2026 - Happy 250th America!CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Shows & events of interest to political items collectors.

It is recommended you confirm dates & times 
of each event before traveling. FEB 13, 2027 - BIG APPLE SUPER BOWL WEEKEND 

SHOW at Union Fire Company Banquet Hall, 1396 River 
Rd, Titusville, NJ 08560. Sat, from 9am —3pm.  Contact: 
Tony Lee, email tonylee08560@gmail.com
FEB 20, 2027 - SOUTH FLORIDA POLITICAL & 
HISTORICAL COLLECTIBLES SHOW at Palm Beach 
Gardens Moose Lodge, 3600 RCA Blvd., Palm Beach 
Gardens, FL 33410 from 9am-3pm.  Contact: Tom 
Peeling, email trbuttons@aol.com
JULY 14-17, 2027 - ANTIQUE ADVERTISING ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA (AAAA) & APIC SUPER REGIONAL SHOW 
at Embassy Suites, Colimbus, OH, 5100 Upper Metro 
Place, Dublin, OH 43017.  The American Political items 
Collectors and the Antique Advertising Association 
of America will be holding a combined convention 
in Columbus, Ohio, July 14–17, 2027 at the Dublin 
Embassy Suites. Hosted by Lon Ellis and Jack Dixey, 
this will be a national convention for the AAAA and a 
super regional for the APIC. An exciting combination 
of advertising and political collecters under one roof.  
Extensive room hopping, display area, a large live 
auction, seminars, a banquet and a Friday show and 
sale. Details to follow… Mark your calendar! Contact: 
Jack Dixey dixeycitylimits@yahoo.com  (See our ad 
on pg 11)

WANTED or FOR SALE:  
AN ITEM YOU ARE
LOOKING TO BUY OR 
SELL, AUCTION OR
TRADE THAT YOU 
DESCRIBE HERE.
THEN,
TELL OTHERS HOW 
TO REACH YOU HERE.
$10/one item/month or
$19/two items/month.  40 Words or less 
per item.  5 cents each additional word. 
Checks payable to:The Political Bandwagon

MINI AD 
SPECIAL

WANTED:
  
Top price 
paid for 
this 1988 
Robertson 
pin. 

Call or text 
Paul at 
401-749-
9430. 

Send your show info to polbandwgn@aol.com

   296-$28.00                           297-$12.00                                               298-$12.00                                              299-$16.00 (2 pieces)                      300-$10.00                                   301-$12.00                                  302-$12.00  
Secret Service star, BPD          Reagan/Bush     ‘84 embossed     George W. Bush Presidential      Carter Momdale 3/4”x 1” pin back lapel         Nixon blk/w 1-1/8” photo             McGov/Shriver jugate                   McGov/Shriver jugate
TX map, r/b enameled gold     blk/gold color sheriff’s star          seal enameled & embossed       pin & keyring.  Green/white on gold color.     in embossed shell pin back            1-1/8” blk/w photo in                     5/8” blk/w photos in 
color 1.25” clutch lapel pin     1.25” clutch lapel pin                   over Bush 2004 gold color                                                                                        2-5/8”x 2.25”                     embossed shell pin back              embossed shell pin back
                                                                                                       1-1/8” clutch lapel pin                                                                                                                                                  2.5”x 2-7/8”                                  2-3/8”x 2”   

BOB’s BUTTONS  
CALL 717-661-2783 TODAY
or email JMStuff1@aol.com

             261-$10.00                                                262-$10.00                                                      263-$8.00                                 264-$8.00                      265-$8.00                                                266-$18.00 
McGov embossed 1/2” gold              Goldwater/Miller reflective w/blk letters             Goldwater/Miller enameled gold        Goldwater blk enamel    Goldwater white enamel                                 Goldwater, Barry enameled & embossed
color 7/8” clutch lapel pin                          3/4”x 1” pinback lapel pin                         color 3/8”x 3/4” clutch lapel pin    3/8”dia. gold color clutch   3/8”dia. gold color clutch                                elephant 3/4” gold color clutch lapel pin

        279-$8.00                           280-$5.00                                 281-$6.00                                    282-$6.00                         283-$6.00                         284-$6.00                                  285-$6.00                               286-$14.00  
GW Bush President         GW Bush, faux clear jewel     McCain Pres. 2000 rwb enameled     Bush/Cheney 2004 rwb        Pres. Bush 2004 rwb   NEA for Kerry (Nat’l Education       Romney red/blue/gray     Nixon embosesed & enameled
2000 gold color 1”dia.      embellished 1/2” gold          gold color embossed 3/4”x 1.25”      gold color 3/4”x 1.25”         enameled gold color      Association) gold color 5/8”       enameled gold color 7/8”    w/red faux jeweled eye gold
Ranger star clutch         color clutch lapel pin, 2004                 clutch lapel pin                           clutch lapel pin              1.25” clutch lapel pin           clutch lapel pin                           clutch lapel pin                  color clutch lapel pin

                               269-$10.00                                                                             270-$10.00                                                                            271-$10.00                                                          272-$5.00                 273-$8.00  
           Carter 1/4” gold color clutch lapel pin                     Reagan ‘84, 1/4”a 1.25” gold color clutch lapel pin                                   Reagan 1/4”x 3/4” gold color clutch lapel pin        Reagan/Bush 1/2”x 3/4”      Bush’99 Texas 5/8” blue
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           gold color clutch lapel pin    enameled clutch lapel pin

This month a few items found on the PME Facebook page will be discussed.
First is a 1” pin for Wendell Willkie, the 1940 Republican presidential nominee who ran against Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. The pin is bright blue that features gold lettering. It reads “HOLLYWOOD WILLKIE WORKERS 
CHAIRMAN” along the border, surrounding a stylized central logo featuring two overlapping “W” initials. It 
sold in the end for $50.
Next is a 2¼”  satirical pin from the 2008 election supporting the Republican ticket of John McCain and 
Sarah Palin. Featuring blue and white lettering over a bright red background, the button playfully reads 
“Elect Gidget & The Geezer / McCain Palin”, a reference to the youthful, cheerful surf culture icon, poking 
fun at Palin’s relative youth and pageantry background—with “The Geezer,” a lighthearted nod to McCain’s 
status as a seasoned, older politician. It was a quick pickup at $6.
A very simple ⅞” pin from the 1940 election supporting Republican candidate Wendell Willkie in this 
example. Designed with a classic patriotic red, white, and blue color scheme, the pin features bold lettering 
that reads “Dormont Wants Willkie,” referencing the borough of Dormont, Pennsylvania. $35 for it wasn’t 
bad at all in the end.
Next in line is a 1¼” pin supporting Franklin D. Roosevelt in one of his presidential re-election bids. 
Featuring a simple white background with bold blue lettering, the pin uses a clever acrostic layout where the 
enlarged first letters spell out “FDR”—reading downward as “Franklin Deserves Re-election”. Designed for 
clear visibility and straightforward messaging, this pin serves as a classic piece of mid-century Democratic 
campaign memorabilia. A must have at just $14.
Last is a ¾” pin supporting General Leonard Wood in his bid for the 1920 Republican presidential nomination. 
The simple, understated design features gold or off-white lettering spelling out “Leonard Wood” against a 
dark circular background, framed by a broad metallic brass-tone border. A classic at just $14.

                 253-$18.00                      254-$12.00                              255-$12.00                             256-$12.00                               257-$6.00                                258-$5.00                         259-$10.00  (3 pieces)            
LBJ, Johnson blue enameled           LBJ, TX map, embossed       LBJ embossed script         LBJ embossed gold color            HHH, Humphrey 3/8” gold          ESM, Muskie 1/2” gold color    ESM, green enameled & embossed gold 
1/4”x 3/4” gold color clutch            gold color 7/8” pinback      1” gold color pinback         1” Stetson hat pinback             color clutch lapel pin/tie tack      clutch lapel pin/tie tack           color 5/8” ring and pair of 5/8” clip on 
lapel pin on promo card for Pres.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              earrings, Muskie set

FALL BACK 
Daylight Saving Time 

ends at 2 a.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 1

            239-$12.00                                                       240-$5.00                                                241-$8.00                          242-$6.00                        243-$6.00                                          244-$8.00                                   245-$6.00             
Nixon key 1/2”x 7/8” gold color           Winged Nixon 1/4” silver color embossed      Nixon blue enameled silver color  Nixon embossed 1/4”   Nixon w/faux clear jewel       Nixon black enamel gold color                 Dick Nixon script 7/8”
embossed pin back lapel pin                                    clutch lapel pin                              1/2”x 3/4” clutch lapel pin        gold color clutch pin     embellished 1/2”x 1.75”       1/4”x 1” clutch lapel pin                            gold color pinback
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              silver color pinback

                     274-$6.00                                275-$5.00                                         276-$8.00                                                                  277-$6.00                                                               278-$10.00            
      Clinton 1/4” gold color clutch        Clinton 3/4” silver color          Clinton/Gore ‘96 blue enameled gold                 Wallace ‘68 gold color 3/8”x 1.25” tie clasp           Wallace eagle red & blue enameled            
                     lapel pin                              clutch lapel pin                       color 1/2”x 1” clutch lapel pin                                                                                                      1/4”x 1-3/8”gold color lapel pin back

       230-$10.00               231-$12.00                       232-$8.00                               233-$10.00                       234-$12.00                        235-$10.00                         236-$10.00                 237-$14.00  (pair of earrings)            
Adlai embossed 1/2”     IKE blue/white            GOP ‘56 embossed gold            IKE 3/8” silver color           IKE 3/4” gold plated        IKE w/faux clear jewel             IKE 3/4” lapel pin            IKE 5/8” earrings silver color
dia. gold color charm   enameled 5/8”dia.         color 5/8” pinback                      clutch lapel pin                  clutch lapel pin            embellished 3/4” silver      silver color embellished      embellished w/faux clear jewels
                                     gold color clutch                                                                                                                                                  color pinback                  w/faux clear jewels           screw back, stamped Oleet

W267-$14.00                  
Goldwater 
embossed gold 
color w/faux blue 
jewels pinback 
lapel pin/tie tack 
5-8”sq

                246-$12.00                                 247-$12.00                         248-$12.00                                        249-$12.00                                                      250-$12.00                                251-$12.00                 
        JFK 1/4” silver color              JFK, Jack script 1/2” gold        JFK, Kennedy script 1/2”x 1”            JFK, Kennedy script 5/8”x 1.75”               JFK, Kennedy script 5/8”x 1.75”       Jack Kennedy script charm
           clutch lapel pin                    color clutch lapel pin        gold color convex clutch lapel pin           gold color clutch lapel pin                    gold color tie tack with chain                     1” gold color

W252-$10.00                  
3/4” donkey 
w/horseshoes 
embossed 
gold color 
clutch 
lapel pin,
Gulf Oil
1960s

              287-$28.00               288-$24.00                                               289-$18.00                                                                       291-$4.00                                                                                    293-$15.00          
          Al Smith 1928       Hoover blue enameled                 Willkie red enameled embossed        290-$6.00                             Anderson red letter                 292-$10.00                           Nick ‘67 embossed 1/4” brass
     rwb enameled &      pin back 1-4”x3/4”lapel pin                 1/8”x 3/4” clutch lapel pin        Reagan ‘84 blue letter on gold   on gold color 3/4”         Hoover embossed stud back                      clutch lapel pin 
 embossed silver color                                                                                                               color 3/4” dia. clutch lapel pin    oval clutch lapel pin         1/2”x 1” pewter color
 1/2”x 3/4”dia. ring
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Specializing in Presidential Campaign 
Memorabilia.  Washington, DC’s most complete numismatic 

services.  New location a few blocks north of the White House.
Don’t forget to visit our completely re-designed website. 

Political memorabilia and precious metals
FOR OVER 60 YEARS
Nelson Whitman, A.P.I.C. #630

1001 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite#335
Washington, DC 20036
STOP IN FOR A VISIT!
10-5, Mon,Tue,Thur,Fri. Closed Wed
202-296-0400 or 202-296-0401
email: captncoin@aol.com

Website: capitolcoin.com

MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL 
LANGHORNE, PA Nov 6-7, 2026

SHERATON BUCKS COUNTY HOTEL
400 Oxford Valley Rd, Langhorne, PA 19047

Room Reservations: (215) 547-4100
Call the hotel & mention group code “APIC”

for $129 single or double, convention room rate.
2 FULL DAYS OF BOURSE

SHOW SCHEDULE
Thur, 3pm-??? Room Hopping

Fri, 9am-5pm Open Bourse
Sat, 9am-2pm Open Bourse.    Sat, 2-3pm Dealer Pack-up

Registration: Adults $5, Students $3, Under 12 Free.  
DEALER TABLES

Foyer & Wall Tables: 1-$70, 2-$125, 3-$180
Interior Tables: 1-$60, 2-$110, 3-$155

SPECIAL FOR RETURNING DEALERS
If you rented tables at last year’s show (2025) they are FREE 
this year (2026). That’s right. Get the same number of tables 
you had last year for FREE!!  Not transferable. If you don’t 

use it you lose it. Returning Dealers pay only the $5 p/p 
registration fee and must contact Ed to reserve.

RESERVE EARLY--Tables are limited.
For everyone else regular table rental fees apply.  Tables reserved on 1st 
come basis with PAYMENT IN FULL (incl. Registration Fee). Refunds 
only if tables are resold. Make checks payable to ‘Mid-Atlantic APIC’. 

Contact for tables: Ed Stahl
8-F Somerset Hills Ct., Bernardsville, NJ 07924
(609) 462-4817 (Afternoons & Evenings Only)

collectorstuff@msn.com

COUP’S SILENT AUCTION 
at the 
APIC MID-ATLANTIC 
REGIONAL, 
LANGHORNE, PA
Nov. 6-7, 2026

Back by popular
demand & held 
during show hours.

Consignment of items is only $5.00, whether they are sold or not, with 
no buyer’s or seller’s premiums attached.  Minimum bids are set by the 
consignor and the final bid is all that the buyer has to pay.  Questions? 
Contact Jeannine or Cynthia at 717-656-7855, or polbandwgn@aol.com

WINNING THE VOTE: 1878-1900 (excerpt)
By Robert P.J. Cooney, Jr.

Jane Addams moved into one of the poorest sections of Chicago in 
September 1889 and began a movement for self-help and social service whose 
reputation spread around the world.  Following a comfortable childhood and 
young-adult ennui, Addams was 29 when she and Ellen Gates Starr opened 
Hull House to serve the neighborhood’s immigrant population.  A pioneer social 
worker and adept fundraiser, Addams attracted a host of talented individuals 
who worked with their neighbors for civic improvement as well as for social and 
industrial reform.  Her insightful articles and books brought her international 
recognition and led President Theodore Roosevelt to call her “the most useful 
citizen in Chicago.”  Addams believed that without the vote women were “outside 
the real life of the world” and she served as vice president of NAWSA [National 
American Woman Suffrage Association] from 1911 to 1914.  She guided Hull 
House which she called “an institution attempting to learn from life itself,” for 
over 40 years and became one of the country’s leading advocates for peace, 
equality, public service, and international cooperation.

HULL HOUSE, CHICAGO
Residents and friends 

dined together in Hull House 
Coffee House where they 
could discuss recent events 
and formulate plans for the 
future.  Hull House brought 
new options for recreation 
to Chicago’s Near West Side 
when it opened the city’s first 
public gymnasium in 1893.  
Supporters organized fencing 
classes (left) and Chicago’s 
first women’s basketball team 
(below).  

“Women played 
basketball at Hull-House. 
Well…they played basket ball, 

two words. In bloomers, wearing long sleeves and lace collars, and with hair 
coiffed into neat buns. Early on, female players of this thrilling new game also 
competed under the regulation of girls’ rules, which restricted their movement 
across the court. There were many people in those days who deemed the game 
unwomanly and fretted about women overexerting themselves. However, 
women’s basketball at Hull-House quickly got real. What would become one of 
America’s favorite sports made an early start in Chicago on Hull-House hardwood, 
and women were on the court from 
the start. Who knew Jane Addams, in 
the closing decade of the nineteenth 
century, helped birth the first 
generation of female athletes in the 
city?!” (Stacy Lynn, Women’s Hoops 
at Hull House) . . .

“Early women’s basketball in 
Chicago had followed Smith College 
rules, which positioned seven 
players in designated areas of the 
court to limit physical exertion. 
However, in 1903, the Chicago girls 
basketball league adopted boy’s 

DID YOU KNOW?

Auctions on Parade
By Michael McQuillen
ANDERSON #220

Anderson Auctions of Ohio once again had a great 
selection of Political and Americana items for sale in 
their most recent auction offering. This month we will 
take a look at many of the lots selling in the $1100 and 
up range.  A classic 1 ¾” cello Bryan Ohio Horse Shoe 
pin-back galloped to $1170 (all prices realized include 
an 18% Buyer’s Premium and are rounded to the nearest 
dollar.)   An 11” across and 6 ½” high William Henry 
Harrison Tureen with Log Cabin and Hard Cidar designs 
sold for $1200.  Measuring 1 ¼” was a LaFollette for 
President 1908 Celluloid which managed $1404.

Decorated with a gold filigree 
design was a Hughes Stars 
and Stripes with Gold Filigree 
1 ¼” Celluloid in great shape 
which brought $1440.  Greatly 
exceeding expectations was 
a 3 ½” cello McCarthy for 
President Let Us Begin Anew 
which was gaveled down at 
$1521.  Early career button 

collectors battled out a 7/8” Harry 
Truman for Eastern District Court Judge 
to $1560.

A great Abraham Lincoln 3 1/4 by 3 
3/4-inch tintype in gutta percha frame 
found a new home at $1560.  Many 
desirable Teddy TR buttons graced the 
pages of the sale, here, a 1 ¼” Roosevelt 
Our Greatest American picture button 

did well at $1872.  Size isn’t everything as a small ¾” cello Hoo-Hoo Hoover for 
President button picturing an owl brought $1989.

Third Party items continue to be in demand.  Here, 
a Chafin, Watkins Prohibition 
Jugate Picture Fob got to 
$2162.  Most likely dating 
to 1912, was a Roosevelt 
Large 2” Pin and Bull 
Moose Hanger that 
charged to $2400.  A 12” 
tall Votes for Women song 
bird, sang for women’s 
rights and hit anote at 
$2457.

A couple of very desirable 
William Jennings Bryan items 
join our line-up next.  First, a 

1 ¼” Bryan Defenders of the 
Constitution picture button, and 

second, an Indianapolis made Bryan 
and Stevenson Henry Deutsch 1 ¼” 

Jugate, both of which scored at $2457.  The nicest Lincoln of the sale was a 
prime example of an 1860 ferrotype featuring Abraham Lincoln on one side and 
Hannibal Hamlin on the other.  When the smoke cleared it settled at $2574.

Apparently, a pewter casting, was a 
2 13/16” Thomas Jefferson Inaugural 
Medal which was pushed to $2691.  A 
2 1/8” cello Theodore Roosevelt Larger 
Size Blue Celluloid with Gold Filigree 
picture pin-back did well at $2808.  
Magnificent was the word used to 
describe a rare John W. Davis 4-inch 
sepia celluloid from 1924 with easel 

back and pin at top with ribbon. It 
was pinned up at $3803.

A stunning President Zachary Taylor 
2 1/2 by 2 3/4-inch full color 
portrait under glass with brass 
frame produced in France 
during Taylor’s presidency 
found a new home at $4680.  
Many hopeful collectors only 
dream of owning a Henry 
Ford for President picture 
button.  Here, a 7/8” picture 
variety made an even $6000.

Finally, the biggie of the sale, 
was a prohibitively rare “Row, 
row, row your boat” along with 
Woodrow Wilson and Thomas 
Marshall on this exceptionally 
rare Wilson for president 1 
1/4-inch celluloid from 1912. 
The pin shows a trio rowing 
across the Potomac with the 
Capitol in the background. At 
the bottom it says, “Win With 
Wilson.” It finally docked at 
$12,870!

Please visit their web-site 
at: http://www.anderson-
auction.com   e-mail mail@
anderson-auction.com or call 
1.937.339.0850 for more 
information. See their ad on 
page 23.

Auctions on Parade appears monthly in The Political 
Bandwagon.  I invite readers to write me if they would 
like to suggest auctions to be reviewed or have any 
other questions or suggestions. Michael J. McQuillen can 
be reached by writing him directly at P. O. Box 50022, 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46250-0022, e-mail: michael@politicalparade.com or 
through his web-site: www.PoliticalParade.com

NO THIRD TERM DAY
By Harvey Goldberg
Following the Democratic Party’s nomination of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt for a third term, anti-FDR politicians began the “No Third 
Term” banner.  They argued that the founding fathers intended that 
a president should only serve two terms.
On Oct. 23, 1940, Los Angeles observed, “No Third Term Day.”  The 
Los Angeles Times reported the next morning:

More than 1,100 decorated automobiles parading from city to 
city, hundreds of volunteers distributing literature, buttons and 
stickers, speakers addressing mass meetings and a number of novel 
demonstrations were included in yesterday’s observation of No-
Third-Term Day in Los Angeles County.  The highlight of the day was 
the broadcast of Wendall Willkie’s address on the third term issue 
last night.
“Paul Revere” and a party of cowgirls rode the streets of the city 
warning against breaking the third-term tradition.  Sound tracks, 
calliopes and bands called attention to the necessity of preserving 
that democratic safeguard. “Minute Men and Women of 1940” called 
from door to door to warn citizens of the danger of totalitarianism 
should the third-term tradition be scrapped.

FDR’s supporters cited World War II 
as a reason for breaking the two-term 
tradition.  Roosevelt won re-election for 
his third term with nearly 55% of the 
popular vote.  Following FDR’s re-election 
to a fourth term, the 22nd Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution was passed in 1951, 
setting a firm two term limit.  
22nd Amendment: 
“No person shall 
be elected to 
the office of the 
President more 
than twice” and 
“no person who 
has held the office 
of President, or 
acted as President, 
for more than two 
years of a term” 
to which someone 
else was elected 
“shall be elected” 
more than once. 

Portion of crowd surrounding the 
car of Republican presidential 

candidate Wendell Willkie at Los 
Angeles City Hall (LA Times).
Text of 4 anti-FDR signs in the 

crowd behind Willke say:  
“Only Congress Can Declare 

War Except Roosevelt”; “Things 
Are Bad Enough That A Third 

Term Will Wreck The Country”; 
He Planned It This Way Don’t 
Let Him Tell You Otherwise”; 
“Jeffersonian Democrats of 

California.”

Anti third term billboard is unveiled at Wilshire Blvd. 
& Ardmore Street in Los Angeles (LA Times).

Francis Voltz & Les Sachs ride down Spring 
St. during the LA ‘No 3rd Term’ demonstration.  
Notice the 6” Willkie pin on her horse’s head. Willkie poster stamp( Continued on page 23 .. . .) 
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NEW AND EXCITING!
The American Political items 
Collectors (APIC) and the Antique 
Advertising Association of 
America (AAAA) will be holding 
a COMBINED CONVENTION 
in Columbus, Ohio, July 14–17, 
2027 at the Dublin Embassy 
Suites.
Hosted by Lon Ellis and Jack 
Dixey, this will be a national convention for the 
AAAA and a super regional for the APIC. An exciting 
combination of advertising and political collecters 
under one roof. 

Extensive room hopping, display 
area, a large live auction, 
seminars, a banquet and a 
Friday show and sale. Details to 
follow… Mark your calendar!
The most recent 2026 AAAA 
National Convention was  held 
in Morgantown, PA.  Below are 
examples of treasures typically 
found at the AAAA you can add 
to your own collections.  

W103-$350.00   “Drink Coca-Cola”  Beautiful 
1972 litho advertising tray features image of 
a girl named Elaine from 1916 during WWI.  
Wear on edge corners, on left edge between 
9-10 o’clock, & in the gold stripe right of the 
glass. Wired for hanging. 19”x8.5”x1” deep.

W101-$75.00
Beautiful 10”dia. Edwardian era litho plate titled: Jamestown 
1607-1907.  Central scene depicts Pocahontas saving John 
Smith’s life.  The left vingette is a portrait of John Smith & the 
right is Pocahontas.  Made by the H.D Beach Co.  Reverse 
stamped: Vienna Art Plates, copyrighted by W.H.Owans & Co.,
Manchester, VA. Styled as a “Vienna Art Plate” to mimic 
expensive European porcelain using stamped tin commemorating 
the 300th anniversary of Jamestown. 1907 Jamestown Exposition. 
Minor edge wear. Marked at 5’oclock in the inner gold band. 
Impressive color. Very good condition.

W100-$125.00   
Red Spot Cigars 1930’s Embossed 
Tin Tacker Sign Tobacco 
Advertising

W102-$25.00   
SkyFlakes Crackers litho tin. Logo: M.Y. San Biscuits
Incorporated at Manilla, P.I., Lion Brand Quality 
Biscuit.  Introduced by M.Y. San in 1962 in the 
Philippines. Crisp crackers inside.

W104-$135.00    
Hartford Fire Insurance Co. Text on 
the reverse as follows... Titled: 
The Monarch of the Glen, After 
Sir Edwin Landseers famous 
painting.  A “hart fording a 
stream” has been a part of 
the coat of arms or seal of 
the Hartford Fire Insurance 
Company since the 
corporation was established 
in 1810.  There is a 
connection between the 
design and the seal of the
city from which the Company 
took its name.  Furthermore, 
the hart of stag, has long been 
recognized as symbolic of 
guardianship and watchfulness.  In 
this use it has long been identified with 
the printed literature of the “Hartford.” 
This picture is presented to you with the 
compliments of the Company in the belief that 
it will be an ornament to your office.

Given to insurance agents to hang in their 
office. 1950’s litho tray 20x24” with text and 
company seal on reverse.  There are small holes 
drilled on each side for the hanging wire.  The 
edges show wear including a shallow dent at 9 
o’clock in the “frame”.  Note that the “frame” is 
part of the design of the piece and not separate 
from it.  

W117-$230.00   
Barbie wearing a 2000 National 
Convention Delegate badge on 
lanyard in original packaging. Inside 
is the doll, a hair brush & floor signs.  
Reverse text on box: Presented to 
Delegates, Democratic National 
Convention, Los Angeles, CA Aug.14-
17, 2000.  #29048 Mattel. The 
company also packaged a Barbie 
for the 2000 RNC in Philadelphia 
for gifts to their delegates. 
12.5”x4.5”x2.25” original box with 
minor corner wear. 

W105-$75.00
Ice Cold Hires R-J Root 
Beer, Finer Flavor 
Because of Real Root 
Juices, The Charles E. 
Hires Co., Phila., PA. Small 
text at bottom: BL-1, Made 
in USA. Litho advertising 
sign with small holes 
at top and bottom for 
mounting to a door pusher
or wall.  11-3/8”x3.5”

W108-$400.00   
“Drink Coca Cola, Delicious and Refreshing.” 
Features the iconic 1914 Betty Girl.  Lower 
left corner:“Stelad Signs, Passaic Metal Ware 
Co. Litho, Passaic, NJ.” Bottom center:“©The 
Coca-Cola Company.”  13.25”x 10.5”x 1”deep  
advertising tray.  Some minor wear on 
the edges. 

W106-$45.00   
Litho platter advertising Scheidt’s Valley Forge 
Beer, Ramshead Ale, Norristown, PA.  General 

Washington is pictured in the foreground with troops 
at Washington’s Headquarters, Valley Forge 1776 in 
winter.  Minor edge wear on red rim & small marks 

on scene on tray. 11.25”dia.x1.25” deep.
W107-$52.00   
The Busch Shoe Repair Co., Wichita, We Call For & Deliver 
Free.  2.75” oval medallion w/3.25” receipt hook.  
Instructions                printed on the back:  Hold medallion 
firmly with one             hand and turn the hook with the  
other hand                    until it stands at right angle to the 
medallion.                    Pictures car body in shape of a shoe 
on a chassis

W114-$30.00                  MIRROR
Abstract Title Guarantee & Trust 
Company, Akron, OH, Incorporated 
1891. Cracked w/stains at 5 o’clock.  
Part of mirror missing. 3”dia. pocket 
mirror.

W112-$115.00   
S.E.Baily & Co., Phila., PA, 
Manufacturers & Dealers in Carriages 
& Harness.  Established 1890, HQ in 
York, PA & later also manufactured in 
Lancaster.  One of the regions largest 
employerrs. A dealership opened in 
Phila.  Maker: Abrams Paper Weight, 
Pittsburgh, PA.  3”x 1” clear glass 
octagonal paperweight.

W116-$20.00   
SE Schenley Elegance 3.5”dia. 
litho tin coaster tray advertising 
their specialty liquors: Cream of 
Kentucky, Sir John by Schenley, 
Old Stagg Bourbon, Schenley 
Reserve, & Champion Bourbon.  

W115-$145.00   
National Lock Company, Rockford, IL. 
Terrific old Hardware Salesman sample 
or store display screw set, it shows two 
different types of scews, a button head 
screw & a counter sink screw. Marked 
on bottom molded by National Lock 
Company Plastic Division. 3.75”dia. 
x 7/8” high, tortoiseshell patterned 
plastic edge, sides & bottom. 

W109-$350.00   
Palmer Cox Brownies figurine. Painted bisque 
porcelain with gilded accents; two police 
apprehending “The Dude” character; based 
on early Palmer Cox cartoons. 5.75”x 4.75”, 
                           Near mint 

W110-$185.00  (right)                               
“Moon Mullins” inscribed on 
back of figure’s coat. Head is 
a corked topper. Painted 8.5” 
bisque ceramic bottle.   
American comic strip ran from 
6/19/1923-6/2/1991.  Depicts 
the lives of diverse lowbrow 
characters who reside at the 
Schmaltz (later Plushbottom) 
boarding house. The central 
character, Moon (short for 
Moonshine), a would-be
prizefighter—perpetually 
strapped for cash but with a
roguish appetite for vice & 
high living. Moon took a room in the boarding house 
in 1924 & never left, staying on for 67 years. The 
                strip was created by cartoonist 
                     Frank Willard.

We’ll invoice you when we ship your 
item. Postage & Insurance extra - 

minimum $7.50.  See also  pgs 14-15.
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Hake’s Auctions ~ hakes@hakes.com 

866.404.9800

Auction 248
Ends Nov. 17

www.Hakes.com



W123-$40.00   
“Gen. MacArthur Style” printed 
on stem.  Corncob pipe 10.75”x 
4.5”cob bowl. Unusual size & shape

W181-$65.00
“The President’s 

Club” engraved 
on a pair of oval 

3/4”x 7/8” cuff 
links in original gift 
box.  Tag: Krementz 
14KT GoldOverlay.    

Issued by 
Repub. National 

Committee to 
major financial 

donors of 
$10,000 +

W179-$34.00
President Ronald Reagan 
pair of Presidential Seal 3/4” dia. cuff 
links in original gift box.  Near mint 
condition.

JEANNINE’S WORLD WARS & MORE SALE
CALL 717-656-7855 TODAY or email polbandwgn@aol.com
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JEANNINE’S WORLD WARS & MORE
CALL TODAY 717-656-7855 or email polbandwgn@aol.com

                                      W158-$10.00              W159-$10.00                 W160-$10.00                  W161-$28.00                                     W162-$18.00 
                                  Kennedy pendant        Kennedy pendant          LBJ enameled hat      Governor Brian Schweitzer      pair of 5/8” silver color elephant cufflinks
 W157-$10.00           1-5/8” dia. silver           1-5/8” dia. silver        1-5/8” dia. silver color  Montana, It’s A New Day
1” dia. Ford in’76      color                             color                                pin back brooch      1-1/8”dia. embossed clutch
charm on bow pin                                                                                                                in original box, Montana Silver
                                                                                                                                             Silversmiths tag inside box

W124-$64.00   
100th Anniversary 
Battle of Hanover
1863-1963
felt pennant
Civil War

            W120-$24.00   
WW2 bullet shaped salt & pepper 
shakers, glazed ceramic with a 
‘V’ for Victory. 2.75”x 1.25”dia.

W121-$45.00   
Wood cigarette case with carved 
wood eagle attached to front. Lid 
swivels open & is shaped like a 
propellor blade. 3-1/8”x 5”.

FROM MY COLLECTION TO YOURS 
 Items are in very good to fine 

condition. Priced as marked & sold 
“as is.”  Postage & insurance extra - 

Minimum $7.00.  We’ll invoice you when 
we send items. See pgs 10,14-15.

W174-$20.00
John F. Kennedy name 
embossed around profile 
portrait, 1-1/8” dia. 
watch fob on leather 
band

W173-$45.00
anti-Clinton watch 
1-3/8”dia. picturing 

caricature of Bill 
Clinton w/long 

Pinocchio nose on 
black leather band. 

Near mint.

        W149-$18.00           W150-$45.00            W151-$22.00  
LBJ embossed letters    Goldwater brooch    LBJ donkey brooch
& 5/8” donkey charm    donkey, glasses,     w/red faux jeweled
                                      red faux jeweled     ears & eye pinback
                                   eyes, 1-3/8”pin back      1.25”

                    W145-$10.00                                               W146-$22.00                                                                                          W147-$18.00                                   W148-$64.00    
Nixon elephant pinback brooch w/faux    elephants embellished w/faux clear jewels & red                                                          Nixon 1.25”x1.5” brooch        Nixon brooch embellished 
jewel eye, enameled name, 1-5/8”               jewel eye, pair of 3/4”clip back earrings                                                                   ringed w/faceted                    w/faux red faceted Jewels, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                       Rhinestones, pnback              1”x 1.75” pinback. Near mint.

        W153-$18.00                     W154-$24.00                                 W155-$18.00                      W156-$28.00
 Nixon embossed elephant     Nixon embossed elephant         Nixon embossed elephant       Nixon embellished
brooch w/enameled blanket   charm w/enameled blanket      brooch w/enamel blanket &      w/faux faceted red
& red eye 1-3/8”x 1-7/8” pin   & red eye 1.75”x 2.5” oval      red eye 1.25”x 1-7/8” pin         jewels 3/4” charm
                                               pendant on 22” chain necklace     back

                       W182-$65.00
“First Lady” Jackie Kennedy cameo in gold 
rim on gold chain in original jewelry box.  Tag 
says: 1/20-12KT Gold Filled. Near mint.

             W165-$34.00
Republican Centennial
1854-1954 embossed 3/4” 
dia. screw back pin w/profile 
portraits of Lincoln & Ike in 
original Balfour box.W163-$32.00

Adlai Stevenson 1950’s political campaign 7” bracelet with 1/2” 
letters Win With Steve and a donkey charm. Gold color

W167-$32.00  (lot of 3 Carter items)
1. Carter name embossed on 7/8”peanut 
charm on 7” chain bracelet.
2. 1/2” peanut on fine link 18” chain.
3. 1/2” peanut clutch back lapel pin/tie tack.

W164-$95.00 
2-sided Nixon charm 
(same on both sides).  

faceted gem. 1.25”dia. 
lovely 7” bracelet
Maker: ’Warner’ 
inscribed on the 

clasp.  

W168-$10.00
Nixon 1-5/8” dia. 
pendant/charm 
on 7” bracelet

W169-$12.00
Nixon for President embossed 
4 leaf clover 1-1/8” charm on 
7” bracelet with 1/2” letters 

W166-$22.00
Adlai & Estes 
1/2” letters & 
donkey charm 

on 6” faux pearl 
bracelet

W171-$48.00
Nixon opaque acrylic square 

bracelet 2.75”x 3/4”

W172-$48.00
Nixon clear acrylic square 

bracelet 2.75”x 3/4”W170-$14.00
Goldwater 
7/8” clutchback embossed pin

       W175-$42.00                W176-$18.00               W177-$14.00
JFK watch face novelty   7/8” Donkey brooch    7/8” Victory, Donkey 
charm 1.25” dia.            embossed, red faux     brooch, silver color
plastic                             jewel eye, pin back     clutch back

          W180-$85.00
1.5” stag beetle on stick 

pin, McKinley 1896 gold bug

W178-$85.00
1.5” stag beetle on stick pin, 

McKinley 1896 gold bug

 Warner
 jewelry is not

very common & 
is higher quality.

Exceptional
bracelet chain 

(right).

   W152-$10.00
    IKE 1.5” dia.
charm on 7” bracelet

     front --- W132-$20.00 --- back
Lincoln photo. Back text: The Best 
Portrait of Abraham Lincoln. “The most 
satisfactory likeness of him,” are the 
words Todd Lincoln used in describing 
the picture of his father, shown on this 
card.  The photograph was taken by 
Brady at Washington on Feb.9, 1864.  It 
is used on the five dollar federal reserve 
notes & 3 cent postage stamps.  This 
reproduction is from an original print, 
presented by the son of Abraham 
Lincoln to Arthur F. Hall, President of 
The Lincoln Life Insurance Company, of 
Fort Wayne, IN. 3.5”x1.75” 

W136-$55.00   
Admiral Dewey pictured.  Text: Co.D. 10th Penn. Inf. 
U.S. Volunteers, Laurel Iron Works, Monongalia Co., 
W.Va. Addressed in printed script to E.C. Jennewine.  
Faint water spot under name. US Maine picture upper 
right corner.  Unused envelope 2.25”x 4.25”. 

                 W127-$26.00   
Admiral Dewey water color, paper 
covered 3.5” square x 1” box
embellished with ribbon holding a 
dried flower. Hand made.

              front --- W135-$195.00 --- back
Gen. J.W. Geary.  Back: Henszey & Co., 
Photographers and Frame Manufacturers, Phila. 
Union general/politician (1818-1873), Mayor 
of San Francisco, territorial Gov. of Kansas, 
& 2 post-war terms as Gov. of PA.  Present at 
Gettysburg. 4”x 2.5” CDV. 

              front --- W131-$55.00 --- back 
Lincoln. Entered according to Act of Congress, 
in the year 1865, by J.C.Spooner, in the Clerk’s 
Office of the District Court of Massachusettes. 
Back: J.C.Spooner’s Picture Palace, Springfield, 
Mass. 4”x 2-3/8” CDV.  Crease upper left.

              front --- W129-$35.00 --- back   
Lincoln family. Back: Charlie Mosher’s Fine Art 
Gallery, Chicago,  4”x2.5” CDV.

                           W126-$15.00   
WWI Souvenire de France hand embroidered cloth 
w/embossed paper frame, hand made, 3.5”x5.5” 
used postcard (soft corners, stain upper right) 

W128-$250.00   
N.G.P. (National 
Guard PA) Indiana, PA  
1915, 2nd Brigade 
Encampment. 
Vingette titled “Camp 
Life”. Felt pennant

            W133-$48.00   
U.S.S. Oklahoma, 27.500 tons.
2.75”x  11.75” felt penant
(capsized at Pearl Harbor 
without ever seeing 
action)

           W138-$12.00   
Mine Fuehrer, How did you 
enjoy your trip to Russia? 
WW2, 3.5”x 5.5”, “Slam 
the Axis” postcard ©1943 
D. Robbins & Co., NYC

             W139-$12.00   
Look! Uncle Sam made 
monkeys of ‘em. (Tojo, Hitler, 
Mussolini faces on monkeys) 
WW2, 3.5”x 5.5” “Slam the 
Axis”postcard ©1943

                     W141-$18.00   (set of three WW2 sheets of 7”x10.5” notepaper)
1. Give ‘em Hell-O for us!  US Army plane drops bombs on Berlin.
2. Keep ‘em Running...Right Off The Map.  Jeep soldiers chase Tojo, Hitler, Mussolini.
3. Bring Home the Bacon.  Hitler, Tojo, Mussolini tied behind tank.  And their faces are 
on the three pigs at bottom. Three little hams who gotta be cured.

W140-$15.00   
(left)

316th INF. 
(Infantry) 

7.5”x  8.5” 
printed on felt

W137-$300.00   
Grant match safe 
embossed metal portrait 
(same on both sides) 
Stamp on base- PATD. 
Oct.9. 88.   2.5”x 1-5/8”

W122-$122.00  (right)
Small glazed ceramic vase w/gilt 
embellishment.  Vingette titled: 
Peace Institute, Raleigh, NC. 3.25”H x 
1-7/8”W.  Named after William Peace, 
benefactor.  Founded as women’s 
college 1857.  Stamp on bottom: 
Made in Germany. Designed for 
Toyland, Raleigh, NC.

             W130-$85.00   
        USN fouled anchor insignia 

   embossed 5/8”x 1.5” locket on 7.5” bracelet.  Inside locket is picture 

of Gen. MacArthur saluting & paper message “God Bless You And Keep 

You My Dear”. Back stamped: Sterling Silver LOCKETAB. Sweetheart.

W125-$425.00 
Harrison and Morton unusual 
campaign pitcher. Crisp 
portraits of the candidates 
accent either side. Unusual 
in its form, exceptional 
example, gilt embellished, 
transfer portraits, light 
overall crazing.  Excellent 
condition.  6.25”tall x 6” 
spout to handle x 3.25” wide 
at mouth
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Christen Carter David Hyman David Ochoa Dennis Belt Lon EllisRay Farina Adam Kress w/Phil-O-BagBill LinningerBob MoffattJoann Farina Teddy NappenAvi Greenbaum

Jill Byerly Lori FerberPhyllis Stoolmacher Ronald MillerWes BergerCary Jung @ seminarPhilip Hecht Don AckermanGlen Clark Thomas HorrocksTom FrenchMike Taylor

Milo Pyne James Carrico Benny Branvold Joe Ricebob McCarthyPhil Shimkin

Mike Sikorski Dennis Coyle Andrew Mushlin David WilsolmSandy JohnsonCharles McSorley Matthew Pasternak Jam Session w/Becky PeelingPat Lennington Howard ParksWinning Bid

John OlsonTrish Solomon Frank Buckley Gabby & Brandon Saxton Judd Revesz

William DarcyWinston Blair Jason Frazier Shalom Schwartz w/new purchase Shawn GrayBruce Turner Chris Henry Philip Papadakis Sandy DoerringJoe Mitchell Joe Doerring
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MONROE D. RAY EMPIRE STATE CHAPTER

ALBANY NY FALL FOLIAGE SHOW
Sat. Oct 17th, 2026
Bourse 9am-3pm

Early admission 8am $10.
Dealer tables 

$40 interior, $50 wall.

To Reserve Tables call or write 
Bill McPherson 518-309-3210 or 

wmcpher1@nycap.rr.com
For more info contact Tom Keefe

518-281-2889 or tomk@nycap.rr.com

Albany Airport Inn 
200 Wolf Rd, Albany, NY 12205

(Just off I-87 & I-90)
Room rate: $89/night

Call hotel for reservations
518-458-1000 extension 196

Over 25 restaurants nearby!

WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT
A GREAT AMERICAN LIFE

by Walter Stahr
There is a new biography of note coming this fall written 

by Walter Stahr, the New York Times best selling author of 
Seward: Lincoln’s Indespensible Man, Stanton: Lincoln’s War 
Secretary, and John Jay: Founding Father. A two-time winner 
of the Seward Award for Excellence in Civil War Biography, 
Stahr practiced law in Washington and Asia for more than 
two decades. He is an honors graduate of Stanford University 
and Harvard Law School.

In a recent interview, Stahr recounted the reason for 
the subtitle.  To focus on the Taft presidency alone misses the real story of five 
decades of his significant public service to the nation.  Hence “A Great American 
Life” subtitle, rather than “A Great American President.”  

“Throughout Taft’s unparalleled half century of national service, his 
lodestar was the rule of law—and a commitment to exercising 

his powers within it. This commitment to self restraint seems remarkable 
today, when selflessness and public propriety have 

all but vanished from politics. Readers left and right, blue and red,
 will find this extraordinary life a great refreshment, 

and a brilliant signpost to a better way.”
 —Christopher Cox, author of Woodrow Wilson: The Light Withdrawn and former 

Chairman, U.S. House Committee on Homeland Security
The contents of Taft: A Great American Life is described on the Barnes & 

Noble site where it can be pre-ordered. https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/
william-howard-taft-walter-stahr/1149526095

William Howard Taft was perhaps not a great president, [the 
description says], although his limited view of the president’s role looks 
better today than it did at the time. But Taft’s true claim to greatness lies 
in his work before and after the White House: five decades of selfless 
public service culminating as one of the most transformational chief 
justices in American history.

Taft was the only president to have spent much of his career as a 
judge, first in the state court system in Ohio, then as a federal judge on 
the Sixth Circuit. He dreamed of serving on the United States Supreme 
Court and yet, more than once, he declined a seat in order to continue 
his work as America’s first civilian governor in the Philippines. When 
he returned to Washington, he took a place in Roosevelt’s cabinet, 
effectively serving as deputy president before winning the presidency 
in his own right in 1908.

Tariffs. Immigration. Labor unrest. Colonial possessions. Free trade 
with Canada. Civil war in Mexico. The national deficit. Government 
efficiency. These were just some of the issues Taft faced in the White 
House. After his disastrous defeat in the 1912 election, due in part to 
Roosevelt’s decision to challenge him for the Republican nomination, 
Taft returned to private life, although often involved in public causes, 
such as the fight for the League of Nations. But all this was only a 
prelude to a second act as the most important chief justice since John 
Marshall, changing the very way the Court worked by securing it the 
power to select those cases it wished to decide.

A carefully researched and gracefully written biography, displaying 
a deep understanding of both political history and human nature, William 
Howard Taft thoughtfully reassesses what makes a great American 
public servant worth remembering.

Taft Chronology 
1880-81 Legal reporter for Cincinnati Commercial.
1881-82 Assistant Prosecutor, Hamilton Co., Ohio.
1882 Collector of Internal Revenue, First Ohio District.
1885-97 Assistant Solicitor, Hamilton County.
1886 Marries Helen “Nellie” Herron. Moves to home on McMillan Street.
1887-90 Judge, Ohio Superior Court.
1890-92 U.S. Solicitor General.
1892-1900 Judge, Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. Rules on patent rights; 
becomes known for strict interpretation of the law and for efforts at judicial 
reform.
1896-1900 Dean of Cincinnati Law School. Promotes growth of school and 
founds Circuit Court Library.
1900-01 President, U.S. Philippine Commission.
1901-04 First Civil Governor of the Philippines. Replaces military rule; 
establishes modern government and institutions.
1904-08 U.S. Secretary of War. Close adviser to President Roosevelt; heads 
Panama Canal commission.
1906 Provisional Governor of Cuba.
1909-13 President (27th) of the United States.
“We can not meet new questions nor build for the future if we confine 
ourselves to the outmoded dogmas of the past.”
—William Howard Taft, 1912
1913-21 Professor of Constitutional Law, Yale University.
1915-21 President of League to Enforce Peace, a forerunner of the League 
of Nations.
1918-19 Co-chairman, National War Labor Board.
1921-30 Chief Justice (10th), U.S. Supreme Court.
1930 Retires as Chief Justice. Dies in Washington on March 8.

Sources:
William Howard Taft National Historic Site, Ohio, National Park Service, 
https://www.npshistory.com/publications/wiho/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/william-howard-taft-walter-stahr/1149526095
https://www.havefunwithhistory.com/facts-about-william-howard-taft

Is there a 7/8” Wilson? I would 
love to know if you have seen 
one.

From the 1920 notification for 
Vice President, this Coolidge 
badge would be a must have 
for both Harding and Coolidge 
collectors. Some minor ribbon 
separations kept the price 
down to $263.

It is hard to think of any 
other pin made in more size 
variations than this sepia Cox 
pin. I have been working on 
getting all the sizes for years 
and I am still several short. I 
forgot to bid on this one. This 
¾” size sold for $124.

This 1 ¼” Coolidge trigate on 
a “Reception Committee Night 
Before Worcester Sept. 20, 
1924” ribbon appeared to be 
cracked. It turned out to be a 
hair under the celluloid. Either 
way, condition held this very 
rare item down to only $263. A 
very rare item.

This 3 ½” “We Want Roosevelt” 
with both blue and red lettering 
sold for $117. There is also 
an all-red lettering version. 
Perhaps there is an all-blue 
lettering version?

There are several versions of 
this design 3 ½” FDR pin. One 
is relatively common but this 
“Philadelphia County” version 
is downright rare. It sold for 
$341 despite the photo being 
printed off center.

This 1 ¼” “Landon and 
Knox” pin with a pale-yellow 
background and brown 
lettering is a rare one. Made 
by Irwin Hodson of Portland, it 
came with a felt sunflower and 
a metal attachment showing 
a horse driven carriage with 
the words “Horse and Buggy 
Club”. This sold for $383.

Despite not becoming a state until 
1959, Alaska supported Willkie 
as seen on this very odd and I 
assume rare ribbon. This sold for 
$219. The background graphic is a 
totem pole.

Someone got a great Buy It Now 
at only $25 on this desirable 3 ½” 
Truman pin.

Kennedy is known for not signing 
much. His autographs are 
highly prized. This autographed 
handsome photo sold for 
$2,850 with 51 bids. It had PSA 
authentication.

I think someone got a very good 
buy on this McGovern Seante 
pin. Not one I recall seeing when 
I specialized in McGovern. Seller 
stated that it might be a staff 
pin. This colorful beauty showing 
a young George in front of The 
Capitol building sold for only $26.

$29 was the Buy It Now price 
on this 1 ¾” 1968 McGovern 
picture pin. This design is 
known to come in both 3 ½” 
and 1 ¾” sizes. The 3 ½” has 
been offered a handful of times 
over the past 20 years. The 1 
¾” has been offered only once 
to my knowledge with foxing 
and sold just south of $500.

If you enjoy discussing online sales, join the Facebook 
group “Treasures on the Web” for comments on these 
and many other items. Join the APIC on Facebook too.

Best & happy hunting,  
Paul Bengston APIC #3514

By Paul Bengston

It’s hard to imagine collecting now without the web. 
There was a time when ones only connection to the 
hobby came via snail mail. On the auctions you either 
mailed or called in your bids. You didn’t know if you had 
won (or not) until an invoice came in the mailbox 2 weeks 
later. You paid for that with a check sent in the mail. 
The whole process took a month or more. The internet 

has changed our hobby. We get 
almost instant feedback. We 
pay for items with a click. Most 
eBay transactions take place 
with no one on one contact 
between the buyer and seller. 
The good news is that this is 
what younger collectors like, 
and older collectors seem to 
be embracing and learning. 
Facebook seems to be the 
biggest driver in attracting 
new collectors to the APIC. The 
Political Memorabilia Exchange 
Facebook group now has over 
6,000 members. Each of these 
people has at least been exposed to the APIC and it’s 
friendly members. There are dozens of candidate, state 
and specialty collecting Facebook groups for our hobby. 
I hope this means future growth.

1st up is a pink 2 ½” x 6 ½” 
Douglas Johnson ribbon. This 
had some condition issues but 
still brought in $549.

The Blaine Logan Irish 
American Club of Topeka 
Kansas made a fantastic green 
ribbon with metallic gold 
edging and fringe. This sold for 
$2,949 with 59 bids.

There is so much going on with 
this Harrison Reid pin that it is 
almost confusing. With two laborers standing on the 
rim of a top hat with two doves, an eagle and some 
unknown animal and the word “Protection” underneath, 
this is a wild item that sold for $129.

This 4” x 4” “McKinley for 
Protection” tin badge sold as a Buy It Now for $999. 
The top folds over to be worn from a pocket. 
Made by the Pacific Sheet Metal Works of San 
Francisco who made sardine cans. A wonderful 
centerpiece item for any McKinley frame.

What may at 1st appear to be a common 
McKinley TR jugate with some added ribbons was 
really a very unusual stickpin. Note how McKinley 
is facing inward on this version where he is facing 

outward on the common an often-
seen version. This sold for $68.

This draped flag design is nothing 
unusual but not often seen with 
TR. This sold for $202. Anything 
odd for TR does well.

The TR Zig Zag toy clicker is a 
classic. This one was missing 
the clicker part but otherwise 
appeared minty. It sold for a 
reasonable $566. Zig Zag was 
a candy maker at the time, not 
the rolling papers of the same 
name.

This 1 ¼” sepia Parker Davis 
jugate is a beautiful item that 
comes in various sizes and TR 
mates. This sold for only $405 
which I thought was a good 
deal.

Presidential hopeful and 
Senator Oscar Underwood 
made a beautiful pin as seen 
here with the American and 
Confederate flags graphics. This sold for $155. This 
is seldom offered. Oscar was well known for his anti-
Prohibition and KKK opinions.

You had to click to the 6th photo in the listing of this 
graphic Taft pin to know this was the very rare 7/8” size. I have only seen one 
other in this size in my years of collecting. This sold for a Buy It Now for $150. 

REASURES on the WEB�

The general public was first 
admitted into the Washington 
Monument 1888 Oct 9.  Proposed in 
1800 and begun in 1848.  After many 
delays in construction a dedication 
ceremony was held on a blustery 
day on February 21, 1885 (the 
day before George Washington’s 
birthday) though it was not yet fully 
completed.  It is managed by the 
National Park Service.
A lithograph of the original design 
of the monument by Robert Mills 
(1781-1855), architect, is shown 
at right.  Lithographed by Charles 
Fenerich, published by E. Weber & 
Co., Baltimore, c.1846. Expressly 
engraved for the Washington 
Monument Society. Exhibited: 
Unbuilt Washington, National 
Building Museum, Washington, 
D.C., Nov. 2011-May 2012. 
Sources: Library Of Congress Prints And Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 Usa Http://
Hdl.Loc.Gov/Loc.Pnp/Pp.Print

DID YOU KNOW?



           
                                                                                                        
                                      

     SILVER AND GOLD
In addition to the classic Burl Ives jingle in “Rudolf 

the Red Nosed Reindeer,” Silver and Gold were front and 
center in the partisan political conflicts at the end of the 
19th century. Coinage had generally been based on the 
“gold standard” which allowed the general public to have 
their gold bullion melted and converted to gold coins 
at any US Mint. In fact, the gold standard was formally 
adopted in 1873. A stable currency value favored big 
business and banking interests. Coinage based on silver 
favored western mining interests and farmers who 
would benefit from inflation which would ease their loan 
repayment. Silver was much less valuable by weight, 
and its bullion value was far less than a silver coin’s 
face value. In other words, the value of gold coins was equal to its metallic value 
whereas the value of a silver coin was arbitrarily set by the US government.

The recession of 1893 resulted in deflation and unemployment. This resulted 
in loan distress for dryland farmers and a substantial drop in silver value which 
crippled western mining industries which resulted in further unemployment. In 
response, western states hoped to seek relief by basing coinage on silver at a 16:1 
weight ratio to gold i.e. bimetallism.

This movement created some interesting bed fellows resulting in fragmentation 
of the two traditional parties that had dominated the landscape since the civil 
war. In 1896, when the Republicans adopted a strong gold standard platform at 
their convention, progressive delegates from western states bolted the convention and formed the Silver 
Republican Party. They initially tried to nominate Henry Teller from Colorado but ultimately compromised 
endorsing the Bryan ticket. The trigate below features Bryan with Senator Mantle and Congressman Hartman 
from Montana, both had bolted the convention. The Silver Republicans were active from 1896 to 1901. 
During this period, they elected several congressmen and boasted a few senators in their ranks. After 1901, 
many returned to the fold, while others defected to the democratic party. Another party favoring silver-based 
coinage was the Silver Party which was active mostly in Nevada between 1892 and 1911. It managed to elect 
several members to their congressional delegation.

The democrats had their defectors as well in 1896 with the formation of the National Democratic Party 
also known as the Gold Democrats or Jeffersonian Democrats. They nominated John Palmer and Simon 
Buckner. Palmer had been a Union General and Simon a General in the Confederacy. They feared that the 
inflation driven by silver-based currency would destroy the economy. Their party was short lived and had little 
success as most democrats favoring the gold standard bit their tongue and voted Mckinley. One could build 
a sizable collection featuring only items that reflect this issue.

 FROM THE PRESIDENT
October 2026 Bandwagon 
Now that our 2026 national 

convention is in the books, I’m 
pleased to share that it was a 
financial success. 

Profits from the show are being 
widely distributed: $2,000 has been 

returned to the national APIC coffers to repay a loan 
given to the host New England chapter last year; 
$3,000 will be sent to the 2028 national convention 
team once a proposal is created and approved by 
the Board of Directors; and the remaining profits will 
be retained by the local chapter, which has already 
committed to sponsor the welcome reception at our 
next national convention in two years. 

Thanks again to Mike, Susan, Tom and their 
team for a job well done and their efforts to produce 
a great, profitable summer gathering. I believe that 
everyone who attended the event in Danvers had a 
wonderful experience!

If you’d like to spend some time looking back on 
the convention, we’ve created a gallery within the 
APIC website featuring a wide selection of photos 
taken in Danvers by Ohio member Michael Gruber. 
They include shots from room hopping, the bourse, 
the awards dinner and much more. Simply scroll 
over the tab marked MY APIC and click on the link 
that reads “Gallery of Photos & Videos.” Our plan 
is to add videos from Danvers - which include the 
estate planning session and the Q&A presentation 
with Sarah Botstein - as soon as they’re available, 
so stay tuned.

Moving on, now that Fall is upon us, I encourage 
you to attend one or more of our coming local and 
regional shows across the country. Check out the 
calendar of APIC events on the homepage of our 
website and in the Bandwagon to find a show near 
you. Or plan a family vacation around a show that’s 
being held in an area that you enjoy visiting or have 
never traveled to before. You’ve probably heard 
of eco-tourism, foodie tourism and even concert 
tourism – let’s add pinback tourism to the list!

Finally, during the estate planning seminar 
at the national convention, there was a discussion 
about how APIC can help members value and sell 
their collections when the time comes. In return, the 
APIC receives a 15% tax deductible donation that’s 
used to support the organization’s efforts, including 
costs associated with the Keynoter magazine and 
the website. If you’d like to know more about this 
opportunity, please don’t hesitate to contact me 
directly and I can share details and potential next 
steps. 
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PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ Email: ________________________________________________

                            First                                  M.I.                                   Last

Address: ________________________________________________________________ City: __________________________ State:_______ Zip:___________________

Phone: (Home) _____________________________________ (Work)______________________________________ (Cell)______________________________________

Occupation: ________________________________________ Age:_______ 

SEND TO: APIC Member Services, 9018 Balboa Blvd., #111, Northridge, CA  91325

AMERICAN POLITICAL ITEMS COLLECTORS (APIC)
NEW MEMBER & RENEWAL APPLICATION FORM

There are 3 ways to apply for or renew your membership:
On-Line at www.APIC.us, or by Mail (using this form) or by Phone (561-214-0782).  

There is a 5% discount if you sign up for 5 years! 
Your renewal date is the anniversary month of your membership.   

FOR QUESTIONS & INFORMATION CONTACT:
Danielle Peeling, APIC Membership Director

Email: apicmemberservices@gmail.com      Phone: (561) 214-0782

PAYMENT METHOD (check one)        Check         VISA          Mastercard
Credit Card Number

/
Expiration Date (MO/YR)        Security Code

Make checks payable to APIC

    New Member, or      Renewal APIC#:_________

MEMBERSHIP TYPE (check one)      $ per yr
      USA Membership  		         	    $42	    
      (publications via Periodic rate)
       
      USA Membership - Expedited 		     $72
      (publications via 1st Class Mail)
      Canadian Membership  			     $76
      (publications via 1st Class Mail/International rate)
      International Membership  		     $105
      (publications via 1st Class Mail/International rate)
      Youth Membership (19 & younger)	    $16

      Family/Relative Membership 		     $12
      (same household, no publications)

      Name of Relative  ____________________________
Annual dues times number of years (check one):

      1 year,         2 years,         3 years,         4 years, or 

      5 years (5% discount!)     Total $___________________

Show details are available on APIC website
www.apic.us

Oct 17: Southern California Show, 10am-3pm at 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 21433 Strathern St. 
(between Canoga Ave & Alabama Ave), Canoga 
Park, CA 91309. Tables: APIC members $25 each; 
nonmembers $30 each. Contact: Tom Morton, 
americanatradingpost@yahoo.com or 818-644-
9231
Oct 30-31: The Big Show (2 days), 2260 
International Pkwy, North Canton, OH 44720.  
Fri. & Sat. 9am-4pm. Contact: Jack Dixey, 
dixeycitylimits@yahoo.com or 419-610-9270
Nov 6-7: Mid-Atlantic Regional Show, Sheraton 
Bucks County, 400 Oxford Valley Rd, Langhorne, 
PA 19047. Fri. & Sat. 9am-5pm Contact: Ed Stahl, 
collectorstuff@msn.com or 609-462-4817.
Dec 12: Northern California Political and Pop 
Culture Show and Sale, 10am-12pm. Sierra 
2 Center, Curtis Hall, 2791 24th St. Sacramento 
CA, Contact Adam Gottlieb (916)956-2030 or 
gottlieb007@hotmail.com
Jan 23, 2027: 2nd Biennial Las Vegas Western 
Regional APIC Show, Gold Coast Resort & Casino, 
4000 West Flamingo Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89103.  
Sat, Jan 23, 2027, 7am-6pm. Contact: Cary 
Demont, caryd8@comcast.net
Feb 13:  Big Apple Super Bowl Weekend 
Show, 9am-3pm, Union Fire Company Banquet 
Hall, 1396 River Rd, Titusville, NJ Contact Tony 
Lee, (609)310-0817 or  tonylee08560@gmail.com
Feb 27  South Florida Political and Historical 
Collectibles Show, 9am-3pm, Palm Beach 
Gardens Moose Lodge, 3600 RCA Blvd, Palm 
Beach FL Contact Tom Peeling, (561)707-3090 or 
TRbuttons@aol.com

A.P.I.C. EVENTS CALENDARA.P.I.C. NEWSLETTER
     SEPTEMBER 2026

Benny Brandvold MD, Editor
deep2thektline@live.com 

HELP A GUY OUT
Let’s make the “Newsletter” interactive.

I need you to send photos and stories 
of your favorite items, wild finds, 

topics to discuss or visits you’ve had 
with other collectors. Let’s have some 

content fun….
Text (406)217-2017 or email

deep2thektline@live.com

APIC NEWSLETTER
SEPTEMBER 2026, Continued

ADVICE FOR YOUNG COLLECTORS
Robert Fratkin APIC#793

I reached out to Bob, or “Fratkin”, as he is known 
by his lovely wife, and asked him if I could feature him 
in a piece in the newsletter. I requested he provide 
sage advice to young collectors and share some of 
his favorite “wild” finds. I think he has at one time 
or another filled every leadership role in our hobby, 
from APIC President to longstanding Keynoter Editor 
and I’m not sure exactly what else. When I first met 
him in my early years as a member, I admit I found 
him quite intimidating—he had an epic collection, 
seemed brilliant and tolerated fools poorly. I urge 
you not to be intimidated, in fact seek him out; he is 
one of the foremost ambassadors of the hobby and 
has an unsurpassed reservoir of knowledge that he 
will freely share. This is best experienced over a late-
night adult beverage.

His advice:
“This is  a  wonderful  hobby  for collectors, 

with numerous items available in all price levels from 
a rare Lincoln Hamlin uniface jugate to a Nixon 
litho.    If I were to start today, the  best advice I 
could give is to choose a candidate or election that 
you would really like to pursue and concentrate on 
making it the best you can. This  doesn’t preclude 
adding other pins for a broader collection.  You have 
to ask yourself several very basic questions.   First, 
who are you collecting for?    Are you doing this to 
show to your friends, who likely have no particular 
interest in sharing your enthusiasm, or are you trying 
to build a collection that you can share with other 
APIC members?  And, at the core of collecting, would 
you rather have a few quality buttons or lots of Ford, 
Obama and Trump pins? Ask yourself, in twenty years, 
which of these choices is going to please you more? 
After years going to flea markets, antique stores, 
reviewing catalogs, on-line auctions and eBay, I have 
two other thoughts that I have shared with serious 
collectors over the years: #1 always buy the best 
button you can afford--and be willing to wait for it, 
and #2 as you gain more knowledge and experience 
in the hobby, always look to acquire items you have 
never seen before.”

One might wrongly assume that Bob was a 
catalog auction collector or one who waited for 
exquisite items to bubble up from hobby sources. Yes, 
he reels in those trophies like the serious collector 
he is, but at heart I suspect he loves the hunt even 
more. From flea markets in Europe to antique shows 
and shops wherever he travels in the US, he has 
added numerous rarities with hard work, knowledge 
and possibly a little luck.  Years ago, he was antiquing 
in Reading PA and at the last shop, he asked about 
politicals. A gentleman chatting with the owner 
volunteered he had some in his garage. Bob followed 
the man to his home, and after some searching, a 
cigar box was produced which yielded the pristine 
TR pretzel seen below. How many of us would have 
passed on that “maybe” opportunity given the 
likelihood poor result. He was able to bring this home 
for roughly the current price of a meal for two at 

Six presidents have birthdays in October: John 
Adams, Rutherford Hayes, Chester Aurther, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Dwight Eisenhower and Jimmy Carter. The 
Stock Market crashed in October, and the Statue of 
Liberty was dedicated in that month as well. This month  
I will do a short bio of TR. 

There is probably nothing 
new in this summary for APIC 
members as he is certainly a 
fan favorite; hell, I suspect he 
is one of the few presidents 
today’s high school students 
would recognize. Yes, he is 
on Mount Rushmore which 
was authorized in 1925 and 
completed in 1941. He was 
our youngest president being 
42 years old at the time of his 
inauguration. 

Most know his story of 
being a sickly child with severe 
asthma who overcame his 
illness with a “vigorous life”. He 
was homeschooled and went 
to Harvard where he was a 
member of Delta Kappa Epsilon. 
After graduation, he considered 
becoming an attorney but 
abandoned this to pursue 
politics. In the NY Assembly, he 
was a member of the reform 
faction. 

His mother and first wife 
died on the same day in 1884, 
and he left to recover in the 
roughs of the Dakota Territories. 
His cattle herd was wiped out in 
the severe winter of 1886-1887 
and he returned to New York. 

After a failed run for 
mayor and appointments to 
Civil Service Commission, 
Board of New York City Police 
Commissioners and Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy, he 
organized the Rough Riders 
and became a national hero in 
the Spanish American War. He 
was then elected governor in 
1898. The NY State Republicans 
were less than enamored 
with his aggressive agenda 
and convinced Mckinley to 
make him his Vice-Presidential 
running mate when Garrett 
Hobart succumbed to cardiac 
disease in late 1899. Mckinley 
was subsequently assassinated 
making TR president in 1901. 

He was/is known for 
his progressive policies. He 
denounced a run for re-election 
and hand-picked William Taft to 
succeed him. Taft took a much 
more stayed and conservative 
approach to governing and 
when TR returned from his trip 
to Africa made it known he 
would pursue the nomination in 
1912. Taft controlled the party 
machinery and despite TR’s 
popularity, Taft managed to 
secure the nomination “saving” 
the party even though splitting 
the party would insure Wilson’s 
election. TR’s delegates bolted 
the convention and formed 
the Bull Moose/Progressive/
Washington Party. He won 6 states and out polled 
Taft by over 500,000 votes, but Wilson would win in 
a landslide. He promoted his progressive agenda and 
indorsed Hughes in 1916. 

When WW1 started in Europe, he became 
an active promoter of preparedness and was still 
considered a favorite for the nomination in 1920 
when he passed in Jan of 1919. Vice-President 
Thomas Marshall proclaimed “Death had to take 
Roosevelt sleeping, for if he were awake, there would 
have been a fight.”

WILD FIND ON THE ROAD TO DANVERS
Mike Hatchett submitted this incredible story. 

He and his father road tripped from West Seattle WA 
to the National in Danvers MA, a total of 3068 miles 
using the shortest route. Since his father had been 
in the 7th Cavalry, they made a stop at the Little 
Big Horn Battle Field National Park off I90 south of 
Billings MT, known as Custer’s Last Stand to most of 
us and the Battle of Greasy Grass to the victors. After 
an “incredibly interesting and moving” tour they 
crossed the road to an Indian Trading Post. This is an 
all-purpose restaurant, souvenir shop, museum and 
“antique shop”. I was here last summer and other 
than a fry-bread taco and chili I would have expected 
to find zip. Much to Mike’s surprise he found the 
“Holy Grail” of his collection; hanging way up above 
cases of beadwork and arrowheads was a 1926 re-
election poster for Nellie Tayloe Ross the first woman 
governor in the US. She 
lost her re-election bid but 
was appointed by FDR as 
the first woman director of 
the US Mint. 

He had a great 
National but nothing 
could top this truly “wild 
find”. As someone who 
specializes in western 
governor ephemera this 
was a perfect addition. Be 
honest specialists, how 
many of you found your 
best piece in the “wild”? 
Finding the “Holy Grail” awesome; road tripping 
across America with your father PRICELESS!!!

the Golden Arches. On another 
occasion, he was helping a 
friend at the big advertising 
show in Indianapolis. After 
spending most of the day there, 
he walked across the fairground 
to an antique show, at nearly 
closing time. After talking to 
several seasoned APIC members 
who had already scrutinized the 
stadium sized room, he decided 
“What the heck, I am already 
here so I might as well look.” At 
the other end of the room, on 
a stack of cardboard boxes, sat 
a Riker mount full of PEP pins 
for $1 each, and right in the 
middle of the carton pins was 
a Davis Bryan Victory pin also 
priced at $1. Another big score 
happened in Atlanta; he was 
there for an event at the Cox 
Communications office, where 
he was the curator of their 
collection. He had some free 
time and rented a car to travel 
up to an antique show. He 
spotted “ANTIQUES” painted on 
a large building roof and pulled in to explore. It was 
one of those large warehouse shops mostly offering 
furniture but in the back was a small antique store. 
There he discovered a multi-drawer cabinet with six 
3 ½” Kennedy pins which he couldn’t recall seeing 
before. He never considered himself a JFK expert 
and would have purchased only one if they had been 
$20 each but since they were $5.50 each, he bought 
them all. Guess he got a good return since several top 
JFK collectors had been unaware of their existence. 
Again, reach out; Bob is a fabulous mentor and your 
time spent with him will be invaluable, enlightening 
and inspiring.



grew as never before.  Thousands of literary, social, and 
civic groups were organized in cities and towns across 
the country.  Many of these white groups affiliated 
with the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, which 
counted one million members by 1910.  While most 
clubs initially avoided such controversial issues as 
equal suffrage, they exposed women to broader public 
concerns and offered valuable experience in working 
together.

In 1889 Jane Addams founded Hull House in 
Chicago to help some of the millions of poor immigrants 
crowded into urban slums.  Four years later Lillian Wald 
established the Henry Street Settlement and Visiting 
Nurse Service in New York City.  Offering challenging 
work and a seedbed for new ideas, more than four 
dozen settlement houses drew eager young reformers, 
particularly college-educated women and men from 
around the country, a number of whom went on to 
positions of leadership in government, academia, and 
the newly developing field of social services.  Unlike 
most women’s clubs, settlement houses embraced 
people of all backgrounds and understood the needs 
of workers, children, and poor families.  Over time, 
settlement leaders brought these broader concerns to the attention of suffragists 
and gradually helped wage-earning women organize for the ballot themselves.  
Settlements and other associations played a central role in training a new 
generation of women to assume expanded responsibilities.
Sources: 
Robert P.J. Cooney, Jr. in collaboration with the National Women’s History Project.  Winning the 
Vote: The Triumph of the American Woman Suffrage Movement,  pages 80-81. 2005. American 
Graphic Press.
Stacy Lynn, December 18, 2019, Women’s Hoops at Hull-House. https://janeaddams.ramapo.
edu/2019/12/18/womens-hoops-at-hull-house/

The Settlement House Movement took place during the Progressive Era and 
was driven by groups of young people who wanted to provide services to poor 
urban communities. Inspired by the English Social Gospel movement, leaders 
like Jane Addams and Lillian Wald established Settlement Houses that provided 
social services and advocated for political reforms. These houses helped develop 
Social Work, serving immigrant groups and developing legislation related to labor 
and social reforms. Settlement House programs included: Daytime nurseries for 
children of working mothers; Supervised playgrounds and kindergartens; English 
language and American citizenship classes; Lending libraries and reading rooms; 
Cafeterias providing affordable dinners for working families; Health clinics and 
visiting nurses; Bathing facilities and housing options such as boardinghouses 
and cooperative apartments for single working women; Educational and cultural 
activities, including lectures, discussion groups, clubs, exhibits, concerts, and 
theatrical productions; Penny-savings banks, where people could deposit small 
amounts of money;  A variety of clubs catering to different ages and interests.

By 1897, the number of Settlement Houses had increased to 74, and by 
1910, there were 400. . . Settlement Houses continue to operate in the United 
States, helping new immigrant groups adjust to life in America.  Professional 
social workers are now the norm instead of live-in volunteer settlement workers.
American History Central Staff.  Settlement House Movement.c1880s. Posted July 2, 2024.
https://www.americanhistorycentral.com/entries/settlement-house-movement/
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CELEBRATE WITH US!
associates, would have done anything to quell GOP doubts about the Harris call. 
Indeed, Lizzie herself went on the campaign trail for FDR in 1936, speaking before 
black audiences across the nation.   

Setting aside doubts about the veracity of the story, it’s easy to see why 
Democratic Party operatives led by Farley would find Harris’ tale well worth 
elevating. While Roosevelt’s 1932 performance represented a significant 
improvement over Al Smith’s 1928 run, he still received less than a third of the 
black vote on his way to victory. The mid-term elections of 1934 would be an 
opportunity to test messaging to black voters ahead of the 1936 presidential 
election, when their influence would be felt in large swing states like New York, 
Illinois, and Pennsylvania. In a sad twist of irony, Sylvester Harris, denied the 
right to vote in his home state of Mississippi, would become a New Deal emissary 
in states where black votes were valuable commodities.   

As with the Mitchell/DePriest race in Illinois, Indiana was another state 
where black voters had the potential to swing the result in 1934. Incumbent 
Republican U.S. Senator Arthur Robinson was facing a strong challenge from 
Democrat Sherman Minton, an Indiana Public Utility Commissioner. The pamphlet 
featuring Harris pulls no punches against Robinson, emphasizing his connections 
to the Ku Klux Klan, close to its zenith in Indiana upon the senator’s initial 
appointment in 1925. While it does feature an excerpt from Minton’s speech 
to a black Democratic club in later pages, the pamphlet prioritizes praise for 
Roosevelt and the New Deal over specific promises from the senate candidate. 
It includes an excerpt from the Indianapolis Recorder, a black newspaper, urging 
that black voters cast their votes for “…members of the House and the Senate 
who will insist that the New Deal be a Square Deal.”

Minton’s outreach efforts were clearly noticed by black voters. Though 
no breakdown of the Indiana vote by race is available, the Evansville Press 
noted in its Election Day coverage that although poll workers in a major black 
precinct saw marked enthusiasm for Minton and local Democratic Congressman 
John Boehne. These federal races were the battlefield for the New Deal and the 
pamphlet featuring Harris specifically sought to win black voters to the cause. By 
and large, Democrats succeeded—the 1934 mid-terms saw the president’s party 
pick up seats in both chambers of congress, a feat not repeated until 2002. The 
election further cemented the bond between the New Deal and black voters. As 
Watts described it, “What started as a trickle of black voters into the Democratic 
fold in 1932 turned into a stream in 1934.”

The Robinson/Minton race was among the closest of 1934, with Minton 
defeating the incumbent by a 2.5% margin. Eventually rising to majority whip, 
Minton supported the 1937 Wagner-Van Nuys anti-lynching bill, co-sponsored by 
Indiana’s senior senator, Frederick Van Nuys. The bill would fail, as with previous 
iterations, partly because of FDR’s reluctance to lend his support. Minton did 
achieve an important civil rights victory in 1940, the same year he lost a close 
race for re-election, when his amendment barring photographs of applicants in 
civil service examinations was included in a bill signed by the president. Pres. 
Roosevelt appointed Minton to the seventh circuit court of appeals the following 
year, and in 1949, his good friend and former Senate colleague, Harry Truman, 
elevated him to the U.S. Supreme Court. Though 
he often frustrated liberals in other areas, Minton 

SYLVESTER WHO?
(Continued from page 1 . . . )

was a steadfast vote for civil rights on the 
high court. He would provide vital support 
for Chief Justice Earl Warren’s successful 
effort to forge a unanimous decision in 
Brown v. Board of Education.   

As for Sylvester Harris, following 
his brush with fame, he returned to his 
“little farm” having played a direct role 
in the election of the nation’s first black 
Democratic congressman and an indirect 
role in the election of a senator who would 
advocate for civil rights for years to come. 
Not long after the 1934 election, he sold his 
cotton crop and used the proceeds to pay off 
the loan on his property. In gratitude for the 
president’s help, Harris sent the first family 
a turkey for Thanksgiving that year and 
would supply the bird at every subsequent 
Thanksgiving dinner until FDR’s death in 
1945. He joined many black Americans in 
migrating north following WWII, moving 
his family to East St. Louis, Illinois, where 
he worked on the railroad and in the city’s 
large meatpacking industry. 

Having acquired the nickname 
“Roosevelt” over the years on account of 
his famous phone call with the man himself, 
Sylvester Harris returned to his farm in 
Mississippi in the 1950’s. Ebony magazine 
ran an article updating his story in early 
1957, noting that he had modernized the 
farm, now utilizing tractors and cultivators 
instead of mules to harvest his cotton crop. 
Eleanor Roosevelt highlighted the update 
in her “My Day” column that spring, noting 
that critics of foreign aid could learn much 
from the story of the man who asked for 
and received a hand up from the president 
and had prospered as a result.    

For his part, Harris only ever 
admitted to one embellishment to his story, 
conceding to Ebony that he had not in fact 
ridden Jesse the mule into Columbus that 
day in 1934, but instead had hitched a ride 
in the back of an old truck. Whatever the 
exact details of his story, Sylvester Harris 
became a symbol of hope for millions of 
the poorest Americans during the darkest 
days of the Depression and the pamphlet 
emblazoned with his photo is a treasured 
highlight of my collection. A quote from 
the Ebony article drives home the depth of 
feeling Harris and many other Americans, 
black and white alike, carried for FDR long 
after his death. Though he sold a majority 
of his farm before moving to Illinois, when 
asked whether he would eventually sell 
the remaining 40 acres, Harris responded, 
“I’ll never part with it as long as I live…
President Roosevelt wanted me to have it.”   
Notes:
1. The AT&T 50th Anniversary radio 
program may be heard at: https://www.
radioindex.org/programs/8989dfe3-82a8-
4f96-aea0-08959f513ed5 with the Harris 
re-enactment beginning at 13:49.
2. “Sylvester and His Mule Blues” may 
be heard here, along with additional 
history on the song performed by famed 
blues singer Memphis Minnie: https://
musicfromthedepression.com/sylvester-
and-his-mule-blues/

historical loyalty to the party of Lincoln, who he emphasized, “…has been dead 
for 70 years.” He entreated his audiences to instead consider FDR’s New Deal 
programs, and the impact they were having on people like them in the present 
day. 

That November Mitchell bested DePriest by three points to become the first 
black Democrat elected to congress, his narrow victory a textbook example of the 
type of race where a national campaign surrogate makes a difference. Following 
Mitchell’s win, Dan Burley of the Associated Negro Press wrote, “The addition 
of Mr. Harris as a campaign speaker for Congressman-elect Mitchell here by the 
Democratic Party must be regarded as master move to be remembered when the 
scribes recount in history the story of 1934.” Burley lamented that Democrats 
missed the chance to have Harris appear on behalf of other candidates. 

How Sylvester Harris made the jump from local interest story to full-fledged 
national Democratic Party campaign surrogate isn’t fully known, but later news 
stories provide some clues. One article, published a few weeks after the election 
mentions that in addition to FDR, Harris was “on speaking terms” with Postmaster 
General James A. Farley. Another from the following spring elaborated further, 
noting that the small-town farmer had received a new set of dress clothes and 
perhaps more importantly, “a handsome sum” in exchange for his campaign 
swing with Mitchell. Certainly, in his role as Chair of the Democratic National 
Committee, Farley and his aides would have been well positioned to recruit Harris 
as a campaign surrogate and feature him on materials in other key states like 
the pamphlet from Indiana. In her book, The Black Cabinet: The Untold Story 
of African Americans and Politics During the Age of Roosevelt, Jill Watts briefly 
recounts the Harris story, adding that Stephen Earley, FDR’s longtime press 
secretary, had a major hand in keeping the story circulating. 

Perhaps inevitably, some sources actively cast doubt on some of the 
events leading to Harris’ fame. A later Works Progress Administration history 
of African Americans in Lowndes County, Mississippi asserts that Harris’ appeal 
to Roosevelt took the far less dramatic form of a telegram, though it leaves 
intact the details of the president’s personal intervention on his behalf. The 
aforementioned Associated Negro Press article describes a somewhat messier 
mortgage situation, with his brother the actual owner of the farm, and Harris as 
a co-signer on the loan. 

Some GOP surrogates further questioned events, raising doubts even into 
the 1936 campaign. Former United States Savings Bank president and prominent 
anti-New Dealer Col. Wade H. Cooper, advocating for Alf Landon in the National 
Watchman, referred to FDR and Harris’ “alleged” long-distance telephone call, 
calling the entire event “propaganda for consumption” and a “big publicity 
stunt”.  In The Black Cabinet, Watts does include second-hand verification of 
the basic facts of the story from Elizabeth “Lizzie” McDuffie, White House maid 
and wife of FDR’s long-time valet Irvin McDuffie. According to Lizzie, Irvin was 
with the president when FDR’s personal attention to the call was necessitated 
by a tardy White House operator. Regardless, it’s unlikely that this corroboration 
from the McDuffies, both African American and among the closest of FDR’s black (Continued on next page . . .) 

“Elections belong to the 
people. It’s their decision.  If 
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rules instead, and thereafter five players for each team took the court for each 
girls basketball game, and the physicality of the play increased.” (Stacy Lynn) . . .

“In 1906, Jane Addams’s Hull-House girls beat Graham Taylor’s Chicago 
Commons girls 26-3 in the Hull-House Gymnasium. Over the years, Hull-House 
sort of owned Chicago Commons where women’s basketball was concerned, and 
I wonder if Addams ever teased her good friend and fellow settlement worker 
across town about Hull-House domination. Hull-House teams not only competed 
against other settlement houses, however. They also played Chicago high schools, 
church teams, and other organizational teams, as well.” . . . “By 1916, 900 young 
people were enrolled in programs in the Hull-House gymnasium, many of them 
girls and women, and many of them playing on sixteen organized basketball 
teams.” (Stacy Lynn)

Settlement houses made a point of offering services and activities for all 
ages.  Residents taught a wide variety of classes and training programs and 
led efforts against child labor, impure food, sweatshops, and the exploitation of 
women.
CLUBS and SETTLEMENT HOUSES OFFER WOMEN NEW OPPORTUNITIES

In the late 19th century women’s interest in clubs and new associations 

Jane Addams (6 Sep 
1860 - 21 May 1935) oil 

painting on canvas, 1906, 
National Portrait Gallery, 

Smithsonian. Artist: George 
de Forest Brush
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