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FROM THE APIC PRESIDENT

Democrats and Republicans (and their predecessors, Federalists and Whigs) like to discuss our “two party
system” and have enshrined that system in election law. Beyond those major parties, there were always
other parties asking for our vote. The Republicans were a minor party once but moved into second place
the first time they offered a presidential candidate, brushing past the dying Whig Party.

Every generation sees a serious attempt to create a new alternative (such as Theodore Roosevelt in 1912,
Robert LaFollette in 1924, Henry Wallace in 1948, George Wallace in 1968, John Anderson in 1980 and
Ross Perot in 1992) but none survived. Other minor parties, like the Socialists, sustained an effort for
decades but never could break into big time. The Libertarian and Green parties are examples of modern
minor parties who have consistently appeared on ballots since the 70’s or 80’s but have also had trouble
gaining traction. However, they have won some state house seats and both exert influence on major party
platforms and can play roles in elections as they tend to pull votes away from the major party candidates.

The story of the American Labor Party is a fine case study of a minor party that burst onto the scene, had a significant impact, and col-
lapsed. The two huge coalitions that compose our two major parties are in a constant state of readjustment. Minor parties often give us
early clues as to future trends.

Martha and | look forward to seeing many of you at our Springfield National this summer. Happy collecting and help preserve our
history!

[ Petaclloman_

Ron Puechner, President

Each issue contains images drawn from the collections of APIC members and many other sources. In not all cases are the
images used of the density they should be for sharpness in publication, but on a few occasions, the importance of
presenting the image outweighs its quality.

Our policy is to endeavor to size pinbacks as accurately as possible (since there may be several sizes of the same pin known
or yet to be discovered}, but ribbons, banners, paper and 3D items are not usually shown in actual size.

We encourage members to submit images of their own items for publication in the Keynoter. Topics for future issues will
be announced several months in advance on the APIC Facebook page. Images must be submitted in a digital .jpg format
against a white background in a minimum of 300 dpi. If you do not have the availability of a scanner, local print shops such
as Kinko'susually offer a scanning service for a small fee.

If you have any questions about how to do this, please contact the Keynoter lllustrations Editor Germaine Broussard:
watrwitch@erols.com All images should be sent to Ms. Broussard
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EDITOR'S MESSAGE

New York’s multi-party sys-

tem always fascinated me.
Few American states allow
a range of partisan choices,
preferring to write laws
that support the two major
parties and impede smaller

parties. While many states
may have at least a few minor parties on the ballot,
New York permits parties to cross-nominate a can-
didate, which allows citizens to vote for candidates
with a good chance of winning while still indicating
a preference for a different party. FDR would run
as a Democrat but would also be the candidate

of the American Labor Party or the Liberal Party.
Sometimes candidates would appear on three or
more ballot lines. That factor gave New York a
very healthy electoral environment.

The dominance of progressives in that state
(even Republicans like Rockefeller, Javits and
Lindsay were clearly liberals) gave rise to the NY
Conservative Party under Wm. F Buckley, Jr. and
his brother James Buckley, which rapidly pulled the
gravitational center of that state to the Right.

In recent years, parties like the Right to Life
Party and The Rents Too Damn High Party showed
the breadth of personal views without hampering
stable governance.

This issue on the American Labor Party illus-
trates the power of a more open electoral system.
Most states ban cross-nominations as a means of
keeping minor parties weak. Given the polarization
of our current politics, this unusual system may
have something to teach the rest of the nation.

[4-

Michael Kelly
Editor

Features

6 The Rise & Fall of the American Labor Party
of New York, 1936-1956

32 U.S. Grant and the Ironclad Ribbon
33 Nixon's VP Campaign in '56
35 More Curley Items
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FRONT COVER-- 1940 ALP campaign poster.

SUBMISSIONS-- This is your publication. Please feel free to
share your ideas, suggestions, illustrations and stories. The Keynot-
er is delighted to share pictures of interesting political Americana
with its readers. When submitting an illustration, send it as an
.eps, .jpg or .pdf file to michaelkellyflint@gmail.com. lllustrations
should be in color and submitted in digital format with at least
300 dpi resolution (preferably higher). Files must be created at
100% of actual size or larger (smaller risks loosing clarity). Digital
electronic images should be saved to a minimum of 300 dpi as TIF,
GIG, JPEG or EPS files, preferably in Adobe Photoshop.

If you don't have access to a scanner or high-resolution digital
camera, you can take your items to graphic service bureaus, such
as Kinko's, and have them scanned in the specification mentioned
above. You can then send the file by e-mail, on a CD or on a zip
disk. If sending by zip disk, please supply return address.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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John Vargo’s ‘Al Smith Campaigning in Milwaukee”
(Summer 2017) was one of the best stories on the
Milwaukee Press Club that I've ever seen. | speak
from experience, having served as president of the
clubin 1980, 1981 and 2005. The club is the
oldest continuously operating press club in North
America and one of the oldest in the world. John
described the practice, begun in the 1890s, of hav-

All correspondence about content should
be addressed to:

Editor
Michael Kelly
915 E. Court Street (308)
Flint, MI 48503
michaelkellyflint@gmail.com

Executive Editor
Robert Fratkin
coxfdr1492@gmail.com

ing visiting dignitaries sign plaques to be displayed
on the walls of the club's headquarters. lllustrations Editor
Germaine Broussard

watrwitch@erols.com

Because John has never visited the club, he referred
an ‘image of Anubis" (@ mummified cat) shown in
the photo of Al Smith signing his plaque. | assure
you the mummified cat pictured is not an “image.”
It’s the real thing and has been displayed in club headquarters since about 1895. The
club is now based in the Newsroom Pub in the shadow of Milwaukee’s historic City
Hall. The pub is open to the public and | encourage APIC members visiting Milwaukee
to stop in to see the signatures AND the club’s longtime mascot, the mummified cat
named Anubis.

JAMES A. GARFIELD

THE ELECTION OF 1880

Locals Editor
David Quintin
dgtexas@aol.com

Design & Production
Michael Tews
michael.tews@mcc.edu

All correspondence about mailing and

Roger Stafford (APIC #8924) obtaining copies should be addressed to:

APIC OFFICERS & BOARD

National Officers - President: Ron Puechner, Secretary: Matt Dole,
Treasurer: Roger Van Sickle, Vice Presidents: Region 1: Bruce DeMay,
Region 2: Frank Acker, Region 3: Germaine Broussard, Region 4: Michael
McQuillen, Region 5: Pat Lenington, Region 6: Adam Gottlieb, Region 7:

Member Services
Mark D. Evans
P.O. Box 55
Avon, New York 14414
MemberServices@apic.us

Advisory Board
Robert Fratkin

Will Giles, Board of Directors: Michael Dunham, William Kirsner, Robert
McCarthy, Al Brindisi, Peter Economou, Sean Solomon, Wes Berger, Jack
Dixey, Mark Gelke, Morry Greener, Carl Toepel, David Yount, John Olsen,
Bruce Turner, Barbara Zaczek, Jeffrey Gage, Steve Ominsky, David Wilson,
David Azbell, Winston Blair, Melyssa Fratkin, National Chapter Coordina-
tor: Melyssa Fratkin; Historian: Cary Jung; Editor, APIC Keynoter: Mi-
chael Kelly; Past Presidents: Christopher Hearn, Brian Krapf, Neal Mach-
ander, Norman Loewenstern, Robert Fratkin, Larry Krug, Robert Sterling.
Membership Information: applications may be obtained by writing
to the Director of Member Services at: APIC, Mark D. Evans PO BOX 55
Avon, NY 14414 e Email: MemberServices@apic.us ® Phone 585-226-8620

Apic Newsletter and Calendar of Events: Harvey Goldberg, Editor, PO
Box 922, Clark NJ 07066. email: heg1@verizon.net

American Political Items Conservators is the educational division of the
American Political Items Collectors Inc., a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization.
APIC seeks to encourage and support the study and preservation of origi-
nal materials issuing from and relating to political campaigns of the United
States of America and to bring its members fuller appreciation and deeper
understanding of the candidates and issues that form our political heritage.

© 2018 APIC New Jersey 07066 e Printed in USA

Harvey Goldberg
Michael Kelly
Brian Krapf
Al Salter

Contributors

Anderson Auctions Jim Kirk
Germaine Broussard Bob Miller

Joe Doerring Mussell Collection
Robert Fratkin Old Politicals
Hake's Americana Hal Ottaway
Heritage Auctions Phil Shimkin

Tom Keefe John Vargo

Advertising Director
Mark D. Evans
AdDirector@apic.us

Printed By
Modern Litho-Print Co.
Jefferson City, MO



The Keynoter ¢ Winter 2017 Issue

The Rise and Fall of the American Labor
Party of New York, 1936-1956

By John Vargo

Among the third-parties in American political history, the American Labor Party of New
York State was one of those that had a “shooting-star” existence: dazzling success in its early
years, followed by a fall into marginality. Among the candidates to whom the ALP pro-
vided critically important votes were Franklin Roosevelt, Mayor Fiorello La Guardia of New
York, and Governor Herbert Lehman, all in their re-election campaigns in the late 1930s

to the mid-1940s. In
REGISTER

contrast, the road to
the ALP’s demise was

to fight labor's oppressors
MON. TUES. WED.

IMPORTANT

marked by its low vote

percentages for Henry Oct.5 /Oct.6 | Oct. 7 EI;:: vammﬁryfni?:fd' on
Wallace for president THURS. Jou PmTI.BG.[ Eu miu.

in 1948 and leftist Vito
Marcantonio for New
York City Mayor in
1949.

The ALP’s history
is quite complicated,

YOT.IE HWN PARTY'S SAKE.

WHERE |, every election district there
will be certain_places designated far
Registration. Go to the one nearest
your home.

You sign rnrr name in the regh-
tration book . . . simple as alf that.

DON'T BE WNI'USED There is a dif-

ference between “encolling” ln-puud:-.l

If you don’t REGISTER you can't
BUILD YOUR

IIIEIII[IIII I.IIIIIII PARTY
lIIII!EIIEI.T Inl l.liﬂll

and includes periods purty and “registering.” ter o
P vote this year; you will " in the

YR of bitter internal conflict, major changes in ALP wexr year,

Under This ALP Emblem the party’s agenda, leadership, member- e
@ ship, and role in New York politics. Although

quite challenging, the ALP’s history is well

1 Aan R 1 Fu Hwn H n worth exploring. For political collectors, the
'I'u EA H n EN Hﬁl- I-Y ALP’s heyday was prolific in issuing campaign

= s e P buttons, posters and other items, but many

& :  of those items cannot be fully understood or
appreciated without some knowledge of the
party’s history. Set out here are the basics of ALP history.

Also important here are the unusual provisions of state election law under which
third parties in New York operate, permitting “fusion”
candidates, i.e., candidates who are the nominee of
more than one party. For example, in his re-election
campaigns, FDR appeared on the New York ballot as
the presidential candidate of the Democratic Party
and of the ALP. When Mayor La Guardia was the ALP
nominee, he was also the candidate of the Republican Party and two other third-parties.
The ALP also fielded many candidates who were not the nominee of any other party.
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One other point should be addressed now,
and that is the role of members of the American
Communist Party (CPUSA), and Communist-
influenced unions, in the ALP. A key point here
is that in the late 1930s, about half of all CPUSA
members lived in the New York City area, and
many more individuals there, while not members,
largely agreed with their views. Communists
joined the ALP in large numbers starting in 1937,
and while they kept their CPUSA membership se-
cret, they tended to stand out for their energetic
work to build the ALP That changed, however,
when U.S. foreign policy came into conflict with
that of the Soviet Union. Then, the Communists
loudly and relentlessly demanded that the ALP
take a strong stand — in both its platform and the
candidates it nominated — in support of changing
U.S policy in ways that would bring it more into
line with Soviet policy. That happened when the
Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact
was in effect (late 1939 to mid-

1941), and again when the Cold 5) ﬁ%
War began. i . 3
The ALP was founded in mid-1936 primarily by trade unions in New B\, ¥

York that were involved in the manufacture of clothing, including the —
International Ladies Garment Workers (ILGWU), the Amalgamated Clothing Workers (ACWA), and the Millinery
Workers. At the time the ILGWU and the ACWA were each led by one of the giants among union leaders, David
Dubinsky and Sidney Hillman respectively. In mid-1936 the general view was that the presidential campaign
would be a close, hard-fought one, and the unions were determined to do all they could to re-elect FDR, who
had championed economic security for workers, including through unionization.

Because of the ALP’s late start in 1936, its ticket that year consisted solely of FDR and Governor Lehman.
Both won New York handily, and each received well over a quarter-million votes on the ALP line. While the labor leaders’ con-
cerns about a close election proved to be ill-founded, they had been correct in predicting that FDR as the ALP nominee would
receive votes that he would not have received as solely the Democratic nominee. About 100,000 formerly Socialist Party voters in
New York City cast their vote instead for FDR on the ALP line, with the party performing especially well in the lower-income Jew-
ish neighborhoods.

In the campaigns of the next two years, 1937 and 1938, the party was united and growing, and the results established the ALP
as a major force in the politics of New York City and the state. They were also campaigns in which the party fielded many of its
own candidates including for the state legislature, the New York City Council, and Congress. In 1937 the ALP nominated Republi-
can Fiorello La Guardia as its candidate for re-election as New York Mayor.

ROONEVELY

AND

LEHMAN

@am

\F This button pictures the ILGWU’s David Dubinsky as a “Roosevelt Elector." Dubinsky was one of

c.'g'zﬁl" six labor leaders included on the Democratic-ALP slate of presidential electors for New York State.
§ = =i Electoral candidate items are rarely seen, but there were extraordinary circumstances. Dubinsky, had
3 ys., become the target of vicious attacks by Republicans, the Hearst newspapers, and other anti-Roosevelt

f"v&mﬁﬁ&*" forces, who claimed that in the ongoing Spanish Civil War, Dubinsky had “rendered financial aid to

Communists in Spain so that they might continue with their murders of clergymen and their pillaging
of churches.” However, the charge that Dubinsky had given them financial aid was false. Dubinsky had raised funds
for humanitarian aid to war victims in Spain. The purpose of the attack was to alienate Catholic voters from FDR.
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Certainly one of the most impressive campaign items issued in behalf of the ALP is a large-size paper poster for the
party’s 1936 ticket of

FDR and New York Gov-
ernor Herbert Lehman.

S _____ﬁ RIGHT x&l CGLI.ECTWE

It is in the form of a i = Eﬂﬁ | _
mural and reflects an ; | ORGAN IIE o GMH'HG |
artistic movement that’s : 5 r'8 SHORTER I I'l'l,'.'-r -
referred to as Social Re- , ""‘T

alism. The poster shows
six workers, and while
they resemble plant-
gate picketers, the

signs they are holding
concern labor legislative
issues. The towering
concrete skyscrapers in
the background can be
interpreted to portray
the forces that the
workers were challeng-
ing — corporate Ameri- 'q
ca, and the wealthy.

i nnnSEVEl.MEHMAN,

created by William “* " JOINT BOARD DRESSMAKERS ., Locals 10-22- 60 - 85
Sanger, who was an

architect as well as an artist, and had been the husband of renowned birth-control pioneer Margaret Sanger. His name
appears in the lower left corner. Both of them had been active in Socialist politics and labor causes, and with the advent
of the New Deal, William Sanger had become a WPA artist. The inclusion of a black woman in the artwork, on the left, is
noteworthy. During the 1920s and early 1930s, the many black women in New York City who worked as dressmakers had
resisted joining a union. However, they began to join in large numbers after the enactment of FDR’s National Industrial
Recovery Act of 1933, which included provisions intended to strengthen unions. The Dressmakers’ Union, which is ref-
erenced on the poster, was part of one of the ALP’s founding unions, the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union
(ILGWU).

"Politics is the science of who gets what, when, and why."
- Sidney Hillman, Chairman, American Labor Party, 1944

APIC Announces the Summer 2019 Mark Jacobs
Smithsonian Internship Program

6 week summer internship at the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC
Open to graduation high school, full-time college or graduate students
History or political science majors of good character desired

Housing at George Washington University

APPLICATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 31, 2019

Call or write for application & more information:

NORMAN LOEWENSTERN
2002 CANONGATE, HOUSTON, TX 77056
1-713-299-0199 - norman@kathylo.com
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' . La Guardia had been elected in
.,;""_"_""om vm—_ | 1933 in a remarkable victory

over the machine politics of the

city’s Democratic Party, and by H ‘"En[ : n
nominating him, the ALP both MBOR

showed its own independence

and added municipal reform to P ARTY
its agenda. La Guardia received

an astounding 480,000 votes E
on the ALP line, a sum that |

AM ERLCAN : ' Linén ' PARTY exceeded his margin of victory

| AMEated with LABON'S NONPANTISAN LEAGUE by nearly 30,000 votes.

. IOI% TOUN WEARNST ALF BRANCH The party faced greater
[ i ) i w challenges when it re-nominat-
ed Governor Lehman in 1938.

That year was a strongly Republican one nationwide, Lehman’s opponent was the impressive
Thomas Dewey, and state Democrats showed little willingness to work with the ALP Neverthe-

of the party’s congressional candidates, Vito Marcantonio of East Harlem, also won, and that vic-

tory was significant for the party’s future. He went

less, thanks to the ALP, Lehman eked out a win by less than 65,000 votes, or about |.4 percent,
with the ALP polling nearly 420,000 votes for him, more than six times his margin of victory. One

e MAYDH WO GG, L

QUILL-NINFO

cist — followed Moscow’s lead by coming out in complete opposition to any U.S. involvement
in that conflict. The war, they then claimed, was merely a clash of rival imperialisms driven by

monopoly capital.

The leaders of the ALP’s founding unions and their allies, many of whom had a long his-

on to serve six terms as an ALP Member of the House

and became the party’s State Chairman in 1948.

In late 1939, however, a serious split opened in the 1
party on U.S. policy toward the European conflict.

After the signing of the Nazi-Soviet Pact, the CPUSA

— which up to then had been strongly anti-fas-

tory of clashing with

Communists, were v 0 .T E

incensed by their

new stance, especially R Ow G

in that it essentia”)’ PEMRIEAL G R b

equated the Western E
Allies with Nazi Ger- LA GUARD]A
many.

The fight in the M GOLDBI K
ALP raged through- G C
out 1940, with the
Communists and their MOBRIS
allies, including Con-
gressman Marcanto-

nio, viciously attacking N A ki L h R

FDR for his moves to

aid Britain. o iae 818
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- T —— — They made every effort to deny
FDR the ALP nomination, using

means fair and foul. Ultimately |
however, the ALP leadership LAGUARDIA - VLADECK

FOR MEYDOR P OOV

prevailed, and the party also GREENBERG
nominated U.S. Senator Jim ietatens
Mead, an FDR ally, for re-
election. In the effort to secure
New York for FDR, the ALP once
again played a decisive role, despite
the absence of its Communist
members. The support for him on
| the ALP line (417,418 votes) well
exceeded his statewide margin over Wendell Willkie
: 13t CHOICE “z2nd elﬂ“ﬂ X (224,440 votes).
5 OO S e g e S . In mid-1941 Germany invaded the Soviet Union,
and thereafter the ALP Communists and their allies returned to supporting the party’s candidates and its pro-FDR agenda.
In the fall of 1941, La Guardia was again the party nominee for re-election as Mayor. FDR endorsed him, and the ALP again

ol o~ T

pl—

QUILL-NI

came through for him.
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NYC "peace" Congressional candidates . V- Ta thest bt abie oy
Although the Communists and their allies failed in their effort =
to deny FDR the ALP nomination in 1940, in the fall they ran a Alfred K. Sleen

slate of anti-FDR “peace” candidates for Congress in New York
City. One was Joe Curran, head of the National Maritime Union,
another of the Communist-influenced unions. Another candi-
date, Alfred Stern, was later indicted for espionage but escaped
prosecution as he had already fled the country.
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Blair, Winston 16559 BLAIRCONSIGNMENTS Ottaway, Hal 35 TAOS

Clark, John 1109 STEAKMANS55 Potter, John 14286 DONEWITHSEMINARY
Darcy;, Bill 13981 HISTORY GALLERY Price, Bren T. 3965 BTP45

Dole, Matt 16847 TMGGERAM Quintin, David 2776 DQTEXAS

Evans, Mark D. 995 COLLECTORSARCHIVE1 Roberts, Jeffery 6939 APIC6939

Fine, Adam 14142 BUTTONS-AND-BEYOND Sahol, Jim 4599 PFEIFFER1974
Greinsky, Charles 13889 CJGREINSKY Salant, Jonathan 8417 jds215

Hake, Ted 292 1ST PLAYER Saypol, Bob 3233 BOBI155

Keefe, Tom 1867 16TWO1 Silvertooth, John 16935 JSILVER2TH
Kellerman, Ed 16839 EDMUNDKELLERMAN Snowden, Michael 2210 SNOWDEN1027
Kellerman, Phil 14635 KELLERHOPE Soden, Glenn 3107 WILLCOLLECT
Klimson, Todd 17007 THRACIA13 Westerman, Bob 6359 KYGOV

Kvietkauskas, Teresa 798 TERESAK978 Wilson, Jack 3688 VEBLEN1

This listing is the 21st in a series of fund raising ads listing APIC members who sell on eBay and support THE KEYNOTER with their advertising dollars.
There is a $40 charge if you wish to be listed in the next four editions. Send your name, APIC # and eBay name to Advertising Director Mark D. Evans at
COLLECTORSARCHIVE@GMAIL.COM. Appearance in this ad does not constitute an APIC endorsement of those listed.
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' . The 435,000 votes cast for him on the ALP line amounted to
w more than triple his margin over his opponent, Democrat William
' O’Dwyer.
v o T E The next major ALP campaign, for governor of New York in
1942, was, in contrast, a muddle. First, the state Democrats and
their head, Jim Farley, decided to shun the ALP by nominating a

'/ c /]
R o w candidate they knew the ALP would not support, conservative State

Attorney General John Bennett.

f or The ALP responded by nominating its own candidate, pro-FDR
attorney Dean Alfange. However, in the fall campaign, the ALP split
again, this time with Sidney Hillman and his ACWA opting to support

oo SE ' E LT Bennett, whom FDR had reluctantly endorsed. Republican nominee
Tom Dewey won a crushing victory over Bennett, and as in 1938, there was a Republi-
can tide nationwide. As to the ALP, despite generally low turnout statewide, the party

w A L L A c E still polled over 400,000 votes for Alfange, which was nearly 10 percent of the total.
While, in 1941 and 1942, the ALP Communists and their allies supported the
party’s candidates and agenda, they also continued the fight they had begun in 1940 to
M E A n dislodge party leaders chosen by the ALP’s founding unions. That fight took place in
the annual elections for party officers, with both sides running slates of candidates. In
each of the hotly contested party elections of 1940 through 1943, the founding unions
prevailed, although the insurgents won most of New York City. In the party elections
that took place in March 1944, however, the insurgents won a sweeping victory that

brought about a major re-orientation of the ALP. One of the key changes was that
state party leadership posts were opened to Communists for the first time.

That outcome was completely unacceptable to the ILGWU, the Millinery Workers,
A M E n I c A " and many liberals, and they promptly quit the ALP and established a new, non-Com-
munist labor party in New York, the Liberal Party. The major reason the insurgents

uBo n PAR" won was that Sidney Hillman and his ACWA had come over to their side.

o 200

V- Win itk LAGUARDIAS
Lo ANERICA lg’goﬁ

FOR MAYOR FOR BORO ‘F‘EE
FIORELLO H.

LaGUARDIA

According to an item in the
Brooklyn Daily Eagle of August
17, 1940, ALP headquarters in

Brooklyn had just taken delivery
of 50,000 of these Extend The
New Deal buttons.
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The head table at a dinner of the ALP State Executive Committee dinner in New York City on May 16. 1943.
From left to right are the ILGWU's David Dubinsky, Vice President Henry Wallace (who autographed the print
shown here), an unidentified individual, and Mayor LaGuardia. In his speech, the Mayor warned that there
were anti-New Deal elements in the Democratic Party, and that
to preserve the social gains that had been made under FDR, it
was necessary for the Labor Party to "spread out and organize
in other states."

 REGISTER!
Dedaher 7, 8, %, 10, 11
- - $:00 B M, dw V00D0 P b,

 Swburdey, October 17

Ti00 A, Wi s 10000 P

Whea You Register —

This ALP card may be the only 1940 campaign item
that reflects one of the greatest campaign catch-
phrases of all time — FDR’s use of the line, “Martin,
Barton and Fish!”’ to contemptuously refer to the
Congressional Republicans who had consistently op-
posed him. All three were prominent Congressmen:
Joe Martin was Minority Leader, Bruce Barton was
running against Jim Mead for the U.S Senate, and
Hamilton Fish was both FDR’s own congressman and
his bitter enemy.

Newsreels of FDR using the line in his campaign
speeches show his audiences reacting with loud
cheers and laughter. One newspaper observed that
its effectiveness was due in part to the “comical
rhythm” with which FDR said the line, “as though he
were saying Wynken, Blynken and Nod."
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Aggressively buying vintage dimensional
campaign items for my collection.

China, pottery, cloth, display items, flags,
prints, ect. Single items or collections.

350 Fairview Ave.
Canfield, OH 44406
(419) 610-9270 dixeycitylimits@yahoo.com
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Lon Ellis *.;uhn Ey
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WANTED

Theodore Roosevelt
items

Tom Peeling
P.O. Box 6661 « West Palm Beach, Fla. 33405-0661
(561) 585-1351 - TRbuttons@aol.com

Best prices paid for items I need for my collection.

NEED: Addonizio; Mark Andrews; Barr;
Bryant; Couve; Currigan; Cutler; Gallion; fg
Olin Johnson; Lechowcz; Lowenstein; 2
Morrissey; Rizzo; Rotundo; Sauerwein;
Smathers; Smylie; Urlinger; & others.

BILL WANGER
WWANGER@FROECOM
610.397.6503

In Business Over 50 Years!

NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS

CAPITOL COIN & STAMP CO., INC.

1616 H Street NW, Suite Bl
Washington, D.C. 20006

: NELSON WHITMAN APIC #630
- Open Mon. - Fri. I0a.m. - 6 p.m.
Closed Saturday & Sunday

Phone: (202) 296-0400 ¢ Fax: (202) 296-0401

www.capitolcoin.com * captncoin@aol.com
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Vote on I’annr Ballot
FOR COUNGILMAN

1

GOLDBERG

ARMSTRONG

DE MATTED

LA GUARDIA

MeGOLDRICK
MORRIS
LEVY

VOTE RO [

The basic reason that Hillman did so
was his deep concern that Repub-
licans and their allies were gearing
up for an effort, beginning with the
1944 elections, to eviscerate the
New Deal, and he wanted to do all
he could to ensure that FDR and
New Deal Democrats would win in
New York. He calculated that the
best way to do that was to ensure
that the ALP (1) maximized the
involvement of union members, in-
cluding Communists, in its election
campaigns, and (2) ceased acting as
an independent party, but instead
acted essentially as an adjunct to the
Democratic Party. Hillman assumed
the ALP state chairmanship, and in
the fall elections — in which FDR and
U.S. Senator Bob Wagner were the
party’s major nominees — his plan
worked perfectly. The ALP rolled
up over 496,000 votes for FDR, a
party high to that time, which ex-
ceeded his statewide victory margin
over Tom Dewey by nearly 180,000
votes.
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It was evident that while there had been a major
exodus from the ALP, the party had also gained new
members and votes, including from growing CIO
unions that had not previously been part of the ALP

However, problems in the Hillman approach
soon began to appear. In 1945, the ALP’s new
status as a Democratic Party adjunct was reflected
in its nominee for New York City Mayor: William
O’Dwyer, the Democrat La Guardia had defeated
in 1941! This time O’'Dwyer won big, taking 55
percent of the vote, but while his campaign was
largely run by the ALP, he received only about
258,000 votes on the ALP line. Then in 1946, the
lopsided defeats of both the major Democratic-
ALP candidates caused the Democrats to question
the usefulness of the alliance. The nominees were
U.S. Senator Jim Mead for governor (against Tom
Dewey) and Herbert Lehman for Mead’s seat in
the Senate. In a campaign marked by Red-baiting of
the ALP, the party garnered about 430,000 votes for
each, but the Democratic vote for each was markedly
depressed. The Democrats attributed the falloff largely
to their embrace of the ALP

The Democratic-ALP alliance ended in early
1948, but it was at the instance of the ALP Com-
munists and their allies. The flashpoint for them

HASKELL
THACHER

VO'!"E
ROW ¢

In 1943, the ALP-
Democratic nominee for
It. governor was William
Haskell. Viewed as a test
of strength for Governor
Dewey's presidential
ambitions for 1944, the

Republican won handily.
was the “get-tough” policy on the Soviet Union Thomas Thacher ran for
that President Truman initiated in 1947, including Appeals Court Judge.

providing anti-Communist aid to Greece and Turkey,

and the Marshall Plan. Congressman Mar-
cantonio and like-minded ALP leaders harshly
attacked Truman, as did Henry Wallace, who
was considering an independent candidacy for
president. After Wallace announced his candi-
dacy at the end of 1947, the ALP Communists
promptly scheduled a party vote to endorse
him. The ACWA, however, like other major
CIO unions, wanted no part of a Wallace
candidacy, as they knew it might well result

in the election of a Republican president, and
enactment of new anti-union laws. Knowing
that the ALP Communists and their allies had
the votes for endorsement, the ACWA and
other unions quit the party before the vote
took place.

With their departure, the ALP consisted
largely of Communists and their allies, and
Congressman Marcantonio became State
Chairman.
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This is a fascinating photo for several reasons, including the
array of campaign posters pasted to the wall. Judging by

the names on some of them, including Adam Clayton Powell
and Vito Marcantonio, the photo almost certainly was taken
somewhere in Harlem during or soon after the 1944 cam-
paign. Especially impressive is the large ALP poster featuring
Ben Shahn’s FDR “Our Friend” artwork. As detailed in the
Fall 2006 Keynoter, Shahn created that artwork in 1944 for
the National Citizens Political Action Committee, an offshoot
of the CIO-PAC. During the 1944 campaign the ALP and the
ClO-PAC worked hand-in-glove — Sidney Hillman headed both
at the time — and thus it is not surprising that the ALP appro-
priated the PAC’s poster artwork.

REGISTER!
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Wihew Vew KRegrater Ewrall A1

AMERICAN LABOR PARTY

@ WEW TORL CORMNTY COMMITTLE

P maR{aATREE pums DRR0ED ¥ EFERELLTY Be's

-

BREAII
BALLUTS

REELECT ROOSEVELT

VOTE ¢ NOV.7

AMEWICAN LANDR PARTY « 57O SEVENTH AVE., HEW TYORK IR

tes, hts whet we s BREAD wa BALLOTS!

Ballets mean bresd in this sletisn. Tour vele en Movember Trh
whbhﬁﬁh--.sm_mnm”m
‘“%h?ﬂﬂl yuur hamiby.

The Keynoter ¢ Winter 2017 Issue




The Keynoter ¢ Winter 2017 Issue

8

Vote for the UnitySlate

QF THE
COMMITTEE FOR A unireo LABOR PARTY

ROOSEVELT

&

Albany Counly — Ird Amembly District
ON THE ALP PAPER BALLOT
FDH STATE COMMITTEE

In the hotly contested annual
elections for party offices
from 1940 to 1944, the cam-

LIBERAL AND LABOR
COMMITTEE

an X

I.N THE GIRGI.E DIRECTLY
llﬂ'o"l THESE NAMES

paign committee of the anti-
Communists was the Liberal
and Labor Committee to

AMERICAN LABOR PARTY

EDGAR \F. FILM
WILLIAM J. BURKE

Safeguard the ALP. In 1944

the campaign committee of %
the Communists and their Y
allies was the Committee for

a United Labor Party, the

Unity slate.

REGISTER for ROOSEVELT!
Enroll in the

American Labor Party
Vul'e Ilnw C

EEGZ'STMT.'OH DAYS:
October 9th to 13th— 5:00 P.M. 10 10:30 P.M.
October 14th — 7:00 AM. to 10:30 P.M.
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-uhmtdwmmmm 18 Iilﬂlﬂﬂwmﬂ‘.
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Sapport Our ommander-in-Chicd

LET'S GET TOGETHER
Fer o Duited LRBOR PARTY and Victary bn 44

Fbmm Day March 254, 1944

I pledge my support to Pres. Roosecelt
far re-election

Dear r. President:

The American iuu in the White House
1o lead s to fi u.-|ury. ‘e need you b owin e
pesce. We need you te eontinos the progress of
mhc[llﬂmr:?u al hnlmu. I wrge you lo be a can.
s o lor re-eleclicn Medge my active s il
far your re-slection. =

[
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Il"-ui Inr ha HIHHI"II FOR & BHITID LANGHE PARTY
madguarien 34 COURT STREET, BROCKLYN, M. Y., TR B-2070-0571
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In the spring of 1948, the e —

informed thinking was that Wal-
lace might win a million votes on MA EA N Tu N I U
the ALP line in New York, but on
Election Day, his vote count was Fls H Ts F n R Yn u
only about 510,000. While that
was the largest number ever won
by an ALP candidate, it came to
only 8.25 percent of the statewide
total. His major theme had been
that for the well-being of the U.S.,
war with the Soviets had to
be avoided, and that to attain
peace, the U.S. should make
certain concessions. But
o with the Cold War intensify-
ing — the Berlin Blockade
HOL“M AN began in mid-1948 — few

found that message persua-
sive. The ALP’s last major

\ $ .\Q campaign was Congressman
.” a‘- Marcantonio’s challenge to
‘ r[ the re-election of New York
Mayor O’Dwyer in 1949.
Marcantonio addressed a range of

social-justice issues, but the issue he
stressed was his pledge to restore a

5-cent subway fare. In a three-way
race, O’'Dwyer easily won re-elec-
"‘ tion with nearly 49 percent of the

vote. Marcantonio received about

R LECT 357,000 votes, which was only 13.8
-

percent of the total.
VITO The ALP’s course in the

1950s is indicated by the elec-
MAHE ANTU N |ﬂ toral performance of several of its
major nominees. In 1950, the ALP
TO candidate for U.S. Senator, black-
co N G RES s rights icon W.E.B. Du Bois, received
about 206,000 votes, and in 1952,
PULL DOWN the ALP presidential ticket, which
LEUER 1 7 B was the Progressive Party team of
Hallinan and Bass, received about
OR 64,000 votes. In 1954, the votes
LEVEH l 7 c cast for the ALP’s gubernatorial
candidate fell below 50,000, and
- 4 under New York law, the party
thereby lost its line on the ballot.
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In this period, the issues on which the ALP focused
included black rights, the rights of alleged Commu-
nists, and ending anti-Communism in U.S. foreign
policy. In sum, the party had moved far from its
origins as a union-based party seeking economic
security for workers and their families, and its new
agenda found little support in the electorate. The
ALP was formally dissolved by vote of the party’s
officers in October 1956.

YANKEE DOODLE RALLY

FOR PEACE, FREEDOM, ABUNDANCE

First New York appearance of HENRY WALLACE
& GLEN TAYLOR since their historic nominations

’n the fa” of ’948 there were two major Wa"ace '“m .'m m m,' . ’l“ ' '
rallies in New York City. On September 10th, a s

“Yankee Doodle Rally,” which was co-sponsored Iil:lll:: .50 th‘l ﬂ 50 tax fll‘.i '

by the ALP and the New York Wallace presi-
(Originally scheduled for September 9th, it was

postponed for a day because of thunderstorms.)
Then on October 26th a huge ALP-sponsored rally was held at Madison Square Garden.

In announcing the Yankee Doodle Rally, the organizers asserted that the event would prove that “typical New York-
ers recognize the truly American character of the Progressive party,” and apparently that was the rationale for naming
the rally. Paul Robeson, a multi-talented black entertainer and black-rights activist, was pictured along with Wallace and
Taylor on posters promoting the rally. He was a speaker at the rally, and sang two of the songs for which he was most
known, “Let My People Go”’ and “Old Man River.”

Indeed, most of Wallace’s speech was devoted to racism and the denial of black rights in the South. He had just com-
pleted a campaign trip through the region, and he spoke of the violence and threats of violence that he and his support-
ers had experienced there, “Fascism has become an ugly reality — a readlity | have tasted.” He went on to say, however,
that the real significance of his trip was in the “two dozen completely unsegregated, peaceful meetings which we were
able to hold.” Those meetings took place in a half-dozen Southern states, and they “were held — even as this meeting
tonight — in the best American tradition.”

In contrast, Wallace’s speech at the Madison Square Garden rally was largely devoted to enumerating all that his
Progressive crusade had already accomplished over the course of 1948. Those accomplishments included securing U.S.
support for the newly created State of Israel, advancing the cause of freedom in the South, and protecting the Bill of
Rights from the attacks of “infamous agents of reaction,” citing two Republican congressmen by name, Richard Nixon
and Karl Mundt. In a more questionable passage, Wallace claimed, “But above all, we have stopped the cold war in its
tracks. We have delayed its progress. We have thrown it out of gear.”
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The “Committee of One Thousand for O’Dwyer and Quill”’ was formed by Mike Quill’s Transport Workers
Union in part to aid Quill’s campaign for re-election to the City Council from the Bronx, but primarily to

aid the mayoral campaign of ALP and Democratic nominee William O’Dwyer. Quill’s reason for helping  COMHITTEE ar 1000
O’Dwyer was that upon his election as mayor, Quill would be negotiating with him on new contracts for

the New York bus and subway workers.

@ (t[:fljili

A,

w ISAL'SN VOTE LABOR
WALLACE 5

In February 1948 Wallace supporters were greatly encour-
aged by the outcome of a special congressional election
in the Bronx. Quite unexpectedly, the ALP candidate, Leo

Isacson, trounced the Democratic nominee in a district e

that historically had been solidly Democratic. The results

suggested there was considerably more voter support for FOR

Wallace than the polls indicated. When Isacson sought

election to a full term in Congress in November, however, VICE PRESIDENT

he was soundly defeated by his Democratic opponent.

ROCKWELL KENT
FOR CONGRESS

The ALP candidate for Congress is New York’s 33rd Dis-
trict, in the state’s mountainous northeast, was prominent

artist, author and activist Rockwell Kent. Kent ran a local I
dairy on his farm there, and his candidacy was prompted in
part by the fact that after his support for Wallace became

known in the area, many of his customers began to boycott
his business On Election Day he won less than 3 percent of AMERICAN LABOR PARTY
| .}'_

the vote.
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oo i yow i A ror JOBS

UNEMPLOYMENT GOES UP - UP = UP!
Ben Davis was twice elected to the I-oubaf 1halrasddy ook of woik

New York City Council as a Communist al TS SR S e

Party candidate, in 1943, and in 1945 “& THE NEGRO PEOPLE Gst HT Te woRsn
(when the term of office was extended \ \ e o e ol
from two years to four years). When

he again sought re-election in 1949, he
was the candidate of the ALP as well as
the CP. The “Answer Peekskill” slogan
on one button refers to notorious
incidents of anti-Communist violence

— violence also tinged with racism and
anti-Semitism — that occurred near
that Westchester County town on two
consecutive weekends in late summer
1949.

Paul Robeson sought to hold a
fund-raising concert there to benefit
the Civil Rights Congress, which was a
Communist-dominated organization.
On the first weekend, the concert had
to be cancelled, as people gathering
for it were brutally attacked by a large
mob of local residents. Their actions
had been stoked by the local newspa-
per and area veterans’ organizations.

The concert did take place the fol-
lowing weekend, as although a hostile
mob again converged on the site, a
large deployment of police held the
would-be attackers in check. However,
it quickly became clear that the police
protection did notextend to ensuring
that concertgoers were able to depart
sdafely. Members of the mob threw
rocks and stones at their buses and
cars resulting in injuries to more than
150 individuals, and they also over-
turned more than a dozen cars. Some
of the attendees - including legendary
folksinger Pete Seeger, and well-known
author Howard Fast - claimed that
misconduct by the local sheriff's office
played a key role in the attacks, and
specifically that deputies intentionally
routed the departing trdffic in a way
that facilitated those attacks.

WHAT'S O'DWYER DOING?
Moiking.
He sandi b cops to help drive Negro langihéremen
off city-awned docar

AND DEWEY?
iy pink-tea State Comminden Agaimi Dhcrimination
hase't brought a single cass fo court!

Both refuse fo use public funds to make
jabs!

Both endorse “handkerchief head" Earl

Brown—tecause he win't do anything sithar!

BEN DAYVIS FIGHTS!
New Tork's ONLY Negro Councilman fights for:
@ Jobs ot liviag wages.

® Moking jobs by bailding new schocls, hespitals,
houting ond health centers.

® 515 a week unemployment insurance, 53 exiro
for eoch depeadent.

] I.Iq-mplnym-nf bonefits to the 400,000 not mow
eavered,

@ An end to Jim Crow ond jeb discrimination,
@ Full job eppertunity for Hegro women!

Re-elect Councilman
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS

# Make MARCANTONIO Mayor
VOTE ROW O
@ AMERICAN LARGE PANTY

"AMERICAN LABOR PARTY—11st Sanaterial Dishicl—115 Lonox: Ave, New York
~ * g 0
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FEleet

A GREAT NEGRO
A GREAT AMERICAN

U.S.SENATOR

VOTE ROW C @ NOYEMRBER 7

AMERICAN LAROR PARTY

WHY DOES THE N.Y. YANKEE
MANAGEMENT REFUSE TO
PLACE A NEGRD PLAYER
ON ITS MAJOR TEAM?

s - WILL

Pictured from left: Paul Robeson, Dr. Du Bois and Vito Marcantonio. 1950
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Dr. Irving Peress. a Queens dentist, speaking at an ALP rally in April
1954. Dr. Peress, who had recently completed a brief period of ser-
vice as an Army dentist at Camp Kilmer in New Jersey, had become
one of the targets of Wisconsin Senator Joe McCarthy. McCarthy

claimed that Peress was a prime example of "the deliberate
Communist infiltration of our armed forces."




Newly elected Congressman Leo Isacson being

congratulated by Vito Marcantonio, February 1948.

See Page 26 for Isacson buttons and story.
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Smash Reaction With Votes
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U.S. Grant and the Ironclad Ribbon

By Hal Ottaway

In doing a bit of research, including a most informative interview with an historian from
New York, | discovered that John Augustus Griswold was an ironworks owner from Troy,
New York. He formed a consortium with three other businessmen to sell the concept of
ironclad military vessels to the Union during the Civil War. Specifically, he was responsible
for the creation of the USS Monitor.

With the help of fellow New Yorker, Secretary of State William Seward, he arranged
to meet with President Lincoln to sell him on the idea of ironclad warships. Because of the
development of exploding projectiles, such a defense was essential. Lincoln even agreed
to attend Griswold's presentation to the War Department the very next day. After hearing
Griswold's presentation, Lincoln said, "Like a woman's stocking, there is good in it."

The War Department, at the urging of Secretary of the Navy, Gideon Welles, ap-
proved the project and authorized its construction, which was to be done within 100
days. The new ship was named the Monitor. By amazing coincidence, the Confederates
launched their own ironclad warship, the Merrimack, just two days prior to the Monitor's
completion. When the Monitor engaged Union ships it sunk three Union ships and caused
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton to ruminate that the Union was lost.

Instead, the Monitor was readied for battle within 48 hours, faced off against the Mer-
rimack (to a draw), and kept the Confederates from decimating the entire Union fleet.

Griswold and his partners were richly rewarded with the contract to construct many
more Union ironclads that allowed the Union to more effectively blockade the Confeder-
ates at sea and control the Mississippi River.

Fast forward to three years after the war, Griswold hoped to ride Grant's coattails
into the NY Governor's chair in the Election of 1868, only to come up short. Grant sought
to reward his friend with a bit of patronage-- he offered Griswold the influential position
of Collector of the Port of New York. Griswold declined, but recommended fellow New -
Yorker, Chester Arthur, in his place-- putting the wheels in motion that resulted in Arthur ' :
taking office as President of the United States in 1881. [;mswm.l] Am] VIBTUHY

So instead of a photo of a ship on a Grant ribbon being "just a ship," now you know
the rest of the story.
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Call me to arrange for
ad in our next issue

An advertisement in delivers your
message directly to a concentrated and serious group of
American presidential collectors, specialist, historians, political

junkies, political animals, campaign staffers, presidential homes, ‘ 4 THE KEYNOTER
birthplaces, libraries, and even a few past presidents ' = ' (585) 226-8620
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Nixon’s VP Campaign in ‘56

There has been some uncertainty in the hobby on whether this oval celluloid Vice

President Nixon Press button was issued for his 1956 campaign for re-election as Vice
President, or for his 1960 presidential campaign. It measures 2%” x 1%4”, and there is
also a “Staff” mate that was printed in red and white. The United Press photo shown
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< CAMPAIGN SPECIAL %2

here, which was taken onboard the “Dick Nixon Special” campaign plane on September |
24, 1956, establishes that the press button was used in the 1956 campaign. \ PnEss
~
——

More generally, the photo shows a major change in presidential campaigning that
was occurring at that time — the displacement of candidate whistlestop tours over the
rails, which often included a number of stops at small towns, by air travel among major

cities. For example, in the 1952 campaign,
Nixon spent part of September and nearly all of
October touring on his campaign train. In 1956,
in contrast, the lion’s share of his campaigning
was done by chartered airliner. He took only a
couple three-day rail tours near the end of the
campaign: one in Michigan and lllinois, and the
other in Pennsylvania and Ohio.

At the time this photo was taken, Nixon
was in the early days of a |15-day flying tour that
began at Washington National Airport on Sep-
tember |8th with a grand sendoff from Presi-
dent Eisenhower. The tour included visits in 32
states and covered 15,000 miles. On October
9th, less than a week after his return from his
first tour, Nixon began a second flying tour
that took him to |14 states and covered 10,000
miles.
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Thank you!

The Keynoter would like to thank our
advertisers for their support and
encouragement. Without you, this publication
would not be possible. We hope all our
readers will patronize our advertisers,
as they support your hobby.

393 Cenesee &t Avon, NY 14414 e 5852262236
collectorsarchive@gmail.com
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This 1952 California poster, though not ALP originated,
is consistent with its platform.
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More James Michael Curley Items
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AMERICANA & POLITICAL AUCTIONS
August 18, 2018 | Dallas | Live & Online

Always looking for Quality Single Items or Collections

Qur presentation and marketing expertise has offered some
of the hobby's best collections.

See the results of the recent David & Janice Frent Collection auction at
HA.com/6181 and HA.com/6187

Qur prices realized speak for themselves. We are offering consignment rates as low as 0% so
please call or email Tom Slater (TomS@ HA.com, 214-409-1441) or
Don Ackerman (DonA @ HA.com, 214-409-1736) to discuss your consignment options.

Unique Cox-FDHJau%ata posteard
Sold for ,500 Record-setting 1844 Clay campaign flag

Sold for $81,250

Record-smashing . .
o Washington “Pater Roosevel =
Pristine 1860 Geornge Clark Patriae” shank button Teggs* dexterity Q%?nﬂg Y
ambrotype of Lincoln Sold for $225,000 Sold for $10,000

Sold for $35,000

DALLAS | MEW YORK | BEVERLY HILLS | SAN FRANCISCO | CHICAGO | PALM BEACH
LONDON | PARIS | GENEVA | AMSTERDAM | HONG KONG HERIWE
) ) . ) . AUCTIONS
Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 40 Categories ;
Immediate Cash Advances Available ngwug_ﬁglﬂ_g iu?‘n“oﬁﬂ

1 Million+ Online Bidder-Members
Paul R, Mimzinill #6591, BP 12-25%: see MAcom 49411
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